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THE PREFACE. 



It hat geneialty been acknowledged that a complet« «dition 
of the woAs of such a Poet aa Dunbam, woaM fona the bect 
monumeDt tlut conld be erected to hU geniui. As such n tri- 
bute of respect to tbis oM distingiiished " Hakar " ia now tot 
tbe firat time oStred, it may be proper to hrieSj point out the 
soorcea whenc« hb poeto» have been ooDected. 

It ü vell known diat the earlj miacellaneous poeOy of Scotland 
has beeo preserred to onr tiuMA cbidlf by meons of two Manu- 
acript CoUectiotu ; — tbe one by GsoaoB B4Nn*tvnb, a burgess 
of Edüümigh, written io ld68,'>— the other, nearlj of a coersl 
date, hy Sir Richakd HtrriutND of Lethii^ton, a Senator of the 
CcJkge of Justice, aod Loid Friv^ Seal cf Scotland. The se- 
lectioM made of DuNiAB'spoetryfromthese MSS. having been 
pubGahed by luccesiiTe Editors,' with varied d^rees of sccuracj'. 



' Tlw nrliot tu tlu ■ntlun' of ' The Gentla Sbqibecd,' in hii pnbli- 
citionof "THEBnaaBiiir,b(iBgacoI1ee(ioD of Scoti Poenu, WroW bjr 
the IngtnioiB bafinc 1600. Pobliihed bj Allih IUnsat. Ediabni^h, 
Printcd bf Ht Thmui »oddimtD fbr tha Publuber, tt hia ilMp, nnr tbe 
Crm." 1791. 9 Toli. l2mo. The Uten vu JjiHii BiBBALD, b big 
" Chronide of ScottUh Foetr; ; from tbe ISIb Centar; to Ihe Vmoa 
of the CrawBB." Edinlratgh, 1803. 4 Tob. Svo. 
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it was essentiaily requisite, in coUecting materials for this publi- 
cation, to have a direct recourse to the Originals. An examina- 
tion was accordingly made of these as well as of such other MSS. 
as were known to contain any reliques of old Scotish poetiy ; ' 
in the course of which I could not overlook the printed fragments 
which had issued from the press of Chepman and Myllar, (by 
whom printing was first introduced and practised in Scotland, in 
the year 1507,) as these include several of our Author's poems, 
printed most likely under his own inspection. 

From these several sources I have endeavoured, by careful 
coUation, to make as near an approach as was possible to the 
true text of the Author. With this view, the text of what seemed 
the best copy has been .adopted» while the principal various 
readings are given in the Notes. The First Volume contains 
every Poem ascribed in these early MSS. to Dunbar, printed 
entire and without mutilation, in arranging which it was obvi- 
ously impracticable to attempt any thing like a chronological order, 
or eyen to adopt a minute Separation of them into several dasses. 
Poems, howerer, of the same character are brought together as 
nearly as possible : — ^that is, those of an Allegorioal, Satirical, 
and Humorous character, are followed by such as have a refer« 
ence to the Poet himself, whether in the form of Complaints, 
or of Addresses to James the Fourth for preferment, whUe his 
Moral and Devotional pieces form the sequel of the coUection. 



> Among these may be noticed Asloaxb's MS., written diiring the 
minority of James the Fifth (in 1515), and oonsequently of an earlier date 
than any of the other coUections. Unfortunately, as appears from the 
original table of contents, nearly one-half of the volume must haye been lost 
or destroyed, and indudlng evidently several poems by Dunbar. It is 
preserved in the Library of Sir James Boswell of Anchinleck, Baronet. 
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The Poems in the Second Volume consist of the Ibllowiiig 
divisions : — L Poems ascribed to Dunbar. IL The Flyting of 
Dtinbar and Kennedy. And, III. Poems by Walter Kennedy. 
I had also mtended to have giyen Selections from the Ifinor 
Poets of the Reign of James the Fourth ; and, in fiict, had 
inserted a Fourth division, entitled, " Poems by Contemporaries 
of Dunbar ;" but finding that by retaining these the work would 
necessarily be extended to three yolumes, while the propriety 
of adding such selections might be considered as very question- 
able, the sheets were, on maturer consideration, cancelled.* 

In the Notes, I was anzious to retain all such as had been 
made by preceding Editors whenever the text was eluddated by 
them, contenting myself with making such addidons as might ex- 
plain the occasion upon which the poems were composed, or 
inddentally throw light on the manners and customs of the age. 
The Glossart, which is appended, whäe it has received consi- 
derable aid from the Rev. Dr Jamieson's yaluable " Etymolo- 
gical Dictionary of the Scottish Language," may be regarded as 
little more than an enlargement of that which accompanies Lord 
Hailes' Tolume;^ and it has affbrded me much satisfaction, in 



' Tlus will aceoant fi>r a break in the numbering of the paget near the 
middle of the Second Yolume. 

* This yolume it entitled <' Akcixht Scottish Pokms« Publiefaed 
from the MS. of Giobgs Biwattiix, 1668. Edinburgh : Printed 
by A. Murray and J. Gwhran, for John Balfour, 1770.*' 12mo» pp. xü. 
982 ; and reprinted at Leedt, 1817, 8to. A eonsideraUe part of the 
volume is occupied with Poems by Dunbar. These, withoot Lord 
Hailes* Notes, or any additional poems, were reprinted as the " Select 
Poems of WiL Dunbsr. Part First. From the MiS. of George Banna- 
tyne, Published 1568. Perth : Printed for R. Morison & Sod, ftc." 
1788. 12mo, pp. 100. No Second Part ever appeared. 
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having been thus enabled to follow the footsteps of an Editor» 
who, fbr learning, research, and judgment, was one of the brig^t- 
est Ornaments of our country during the last centuiy. 

Döring two suocessiye yisits to Cambridge, which I found to be 
requisite for examinmg Maitland's MS./ I acknowledge with 
pleasure how much I was indebted to the polkeness of the Rev. 
WiixiAM Crawust, A.M^ and the Rev. John Lodgb, A.M. 
(now prindpal Librarian to the University), Fellows of Magda- 
lene College, for granting me acoess to the Pepysian Library, 
in which that MS. is deposited, and for the time which, in con- 
formity with the restricdons imposed by the founder, these gen- 
tlemen altematdy and cheerfully spent in attendance, while I 
wasemployedintnuiscribmg. 

At the same time, I had an opportonity of Consulting the MS. 
collection of early Scotish poetry written by John Rbidpetb 
in 1623,* which fortunately contains several of Dunbar's poems 



^ 'Hiere are two Tolumes preserred in the Pepysian Libraiy, Magdalene 
College, Cambridge, bat only tliat in folio oontaina any Poems by Don- 
bar. A liat of the Contents of these MSS. is snbjoined to the collection 
by JoHK PiNKXETON, entitled, " Ancient Scotish Poems, never before 
in print. But now published from the MS. CoUections of Sir Richard 
Maitland of Lethington, Knight, Lord Priyy Seal of Scotland, and a 
Senator of the College of Justice. Compriaing pieces written from abont 
1420 iaSi 1566." London, 1786. 2 vols. Syo. 

* MSS. More» L 1. 5. University Library, Cambridge. The volnme, 
which now consists of 64 leare«, is somewhat mutilated, sereral kaves 
baving been tom out of the middle. On the first leaf is written, " A me 
Joanne Reidpeth, septimo Decembris inchoat. 1622 ... . Flnis .... 
1623. Ex libris M**^ Cristopheri Cokbume.*' It consists, with a few 
ezceptions, of poems either by Dunbar or Sir Richard Maitland, and I 
tbink it not improbable that Reidpeth obtained the use of MaitUnd's folio 
MS. in making bis collection, from which, indeed, it might have been 
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not known to exist elsewhere. The chief part of the Tohtine, 
iadeed, consisto of bis poetiy, whkh the late eminent antiqnary, 
Mr RiTsoN, transcribed in 1793, eyidently with an intention of 
publieaticMi. After his deceaae the voliime was purchaaed by 
the Author of " Galedonia,'* wfao {nopoeed to foUow np Ritaon's 
design. Having obtained from the late Mr Chalmsrs the free 
use of that transcript, I was thus enabled to compare it with the 
original; and, subsequently, I bare been nMlebted to his nephew, 
James Chalmbrs, Esq., not only for presenting me widi the 
Yolmne itsel( as a memorial of my old friend, his respected rela- 
tive, but also for the communicarion of copious notes iDiistratiTe 
of several of Dunbar*s poems, the result of bis own extensiYe, 
accurate, and unwearied research. 

I might likewise enumerate the names of other friends to whom 
I haye been indebted for advice and information. But I cannot 
withhold my acknowledgments to the Curators op the Ajdvo- 
CATEs' Library during the year 1821, by whose kind indulgence 
the task of collating and transcribing from Bannattnb's MS.' 
was in every way facilitated. To Dr Irving, Reeper of the 



entirely copied, as it ia by no means an improbable oonjecture, that any 
additional poems by Dunbar which it has been the means of preserring 
might have been contained in some leaves of the earlier MS. which were 
lost or destroyed before tbe volume was rebound in Pepys's time. 

' A list of the contents of that Manuscript, which I then drew up, has 
been since printed in the volume entitled ** Memorials ov Giorgb 
Bannattke, 1546 — 1608." Edinburgh, 1829, 4to, and printed for the 
Members of * The Bannatyne Qub,* — a literary association in Edinburgh, 
which, under the auspioes of its late President, Sir Waltir. Scott, 
assumed the name of the Compiler of that manuscript for their designa- 
tion. A similar compliment to Sir Richard Maitland has been 
conferred by a like Institution at Glasgow. 
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Libraiy, my best thanks are likewise due, as I had aflerwards 
irequent occasion to consult that MS. while engaged in prepa- 
ring the foUowing sheets for the press. 

It will thus appear that the materials for this edidon were col- 
lected seyeral years ago ; and were laid aside for a time, pardy 
with a fond hope that further research, or accident, might bring 
to light additional matter, so as to render the work more worthy 
of public notice and of Dunbar. Even afler the printing of the 
text was completed, yanous delays haye intenrened to retard its 
appearance, to which I should not have alluded, had it not 
been for the circumstance that the present volumes, while in 
an unfinished State, have been quoted in works which were 
published long previous to this date. 

D. LAING. 



Edinburgh, 
January, 1834. 
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MEMOIRS 
WIJ.MA.M DUNBAK. 



AMES THE FOURTH 

iascended the Throne of 
Scotland, June 1463) in ' 
the sixteenth year oF hia 
age. His accession wu at- 
tended by circumstances 
^ which were Uttle augpi- 
■' ciouB to tlie wel&re and 
Jpeace of the country. Yet, 
during his reign, for a period of twenty-five yean, 
the nation enjoyed a degree of tranquillity to which 
it had been long unaccustomed, and which, under a 
vigorous and wise administraüon, must have been 
highly conducire to tbe general prosperity. It-was 
fortunate, also, for the advancement of leaming and 
varioos liberal pursuits, that the mind of tbe Scodsh 
monarch was not wholly bent upon idle and MtoIous 
amusements. For, while James continued to patron- 
ise the varions branches of literature, as well aa what- 
erer might he uaeful or' omamental in tbe arts, be, in 
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an especial manner, lovedand encouraged the Muses. 
Among the individuak who then flourished, eminent 
for learning or genius, and who have shed so mach 
lustre over that age, the suffrage of criticism has 
awarded the place of chief eminence to William 
Dunbar, <^ the excellent poet," as he has lately by 
high authority been styled,^ ^^ unrivalled by any 
which Scotland ever produced." 

Such is the high rank and character of the author, 
whose poems, after the lapse of three centuries, are 
now for the first time collected. That such an act of 
justice should have been so long deferred, is ex- 
tremely remarkable ; but the destiny of the author is 
altogether so singular, as to be almost without parallel 
in the annals of modern literature« During his own 
age, he received the homage due to his genius, and 
his writings for a time continued to be admired and 
imitated by succeeding poets ; — yet he was doomed 
to such total and absolute neglect during the long 
period which elapsed between the year 1530, when 
Sir David Lyndsay mentions him among the poets 
then deceased, and the year 1724, when Allan Ram- 
say published a selection of his poems, that, with 
one solitary exception,'* no allusion, not even so 
much as the mere mention of his name,' can be dis- 

* By Sir Walter Scott, in " Memorials of George Bannatyne/* p. 
14. Edinburgh, 1829, 4to." 

' In the " Adhortation,** by Henry Charteris, prefixed to his edition of 
Lyndsay^s Poems, Edinburgh, 1568, 4to, in the following words : 
Thocht KsNMEDiE and Dumbar bure the bell 
For the large race of rethorik they ran. 
' The name of Danbar is not mentioned by Bale, Dempster, David 



WILLIAM DÜNBAR. 5 

covered in the whole compass of onr literature I — If 
üny nnsfortoiie had befallen the two nearly coeral 
manuscript collections of Sootish poetry by Ban- 
natyne and Maitland, the great chance is that it 
might have been scarcely known to posterity that 
8udi a poet as Dunbar had erer existed« His name» 
it is true, would have been found casoally recorded 
as a poet, bat how subdued is the interest that at- 
taches to a mere name; — ^as, for instance, to that 
of his contemporaries, Stobo, Quintyne, or Sir John 
the Ross, whose works have perished« It may 
therefore excite regpret, rather than surprise, to find 
that the history of a person who is now allowed to 
hold so conspieuous a place in the literature of his 
country, should have been entirely neglected; and 
that, instead of the copiousness and minute details 
of modern biography, there remains little to gratify 
any new interest which may be feit respecting him, 
save the various but obscure hints contained in his own 
Verses. These, however, merit particular attention, 
as it is very rare to find an early writer leaving so 
taajiy pieces descriptive of his private feelings and 
sentiments, suggested as they were by the ineidents of 
his own history, which they fortunately serve to illus- 
trate. But although we may not now be otherwise 
enabled to throw much light on Dunbar's personal 

Bnchanan, Sibbald, Mackenzie, or any otber early writer on the literary 
history of Scothtnd. In Bishop Tanner's Bibiiahecoj 1748, the < Tabill 
of Confession,' printed at page 228 of this volume, is the only work attri- 
bHted to Dnnbar ! 
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history, it is somc consolatton to think that so con- 
siderable a namber of bis poems has been preserved» 
and tbat he is likely to enjoy that degree of fame 
which true genius, amidst all the changes in human 
affairsy seldom fails to ultimately secure. 

The surname of Dunbar is of very considerable 
antiquity and distinction in Scotland. The founder 
of the Chief family of the name was Cospatrick, Earl 
of Northumberland, who» having settled in Scotland 
immediately after the Norman Conquest, became 
allied by marriage to Malcolm Canmore, who be- 
stowed on'him the manor of Dunbar, and many fair 
lands in the Merse and Lothian. Earl Waldhave, 
the fourth in succession, who was one of the hos- 
tages for the release of William the Lion from cap- 
tivity in 1174, was the first of the family who had 
the title of Earl of Dunbar ; while Patrick the eighth 
Earl was, in 1292, designated Earl of March. That 
our author's progenitors were connected by im- 
mediate descent with this great and powerful family 
is placed beyond doubt by the testimony of his poe- 
tical antagonist, Walter Kennedy. In the * Flyting,' 
he not only speaks of Dunbar's ^ forbears' or ances- 
tors, as belonging to ^ Cospatrick's clan,' which had 
at an early period ^ brought Scotland into confusion,' 
by joiniug themselves to the English faction, during 
the continuous warfare between the two' kingdoms, 
but he also in the most direct terms deduces the 
poet's descent from the Earls of March, while he 
expressly denies his connexion with the brauch of the 
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family created Earls of Moray during the fonrteenth 
Century, or with the Dimbars of Westfield, who 
were male descendants of the last Ekurl of Moray« 
Now it is obrious, that had our author^s relation- 
ship to the Mareh family been so remote, as not 
to be recognised at the time, Kennedy's aUusions 
would have had no meaning, and still less would 
he haye thonght it necessary to deny Dunbar's ha- 
ving any connexion with the remote collateral de- 
scendants of that family, who happened to be per- 
sons of great wealth and influence. The allnsions, 
also, of Kennedy were rendered not the less sarcas- 
tic by the contrast of his own opulence and patrimony 
with the humbled fortunes of his antagonist's family; 
for it is well known that George, eleventh Earl of 
March, was attainted in an arbitrary manner by James 
the First, in the Pariiament held at Perth, Jannary 
lOth, 1434-5,^ — by which forfeiture the earldom, and 
such of his lands as were held of the King, beeame 
annexed to the Crown; whence the EarPs descen- 
dants were at once stripped of their hereditary 
honours and extensive domains, and doomed to live 
in a State of comparative dependence. 

William Dunbar was bom about the middle of 
the fifteenth Century* The precise date of his birth 
has not been ascertained, but, from circumstances to 

* Acts of tlie Parliaments of Scotlandy vol. iiv p» 23. Woob*s PeeragCf 
vol. ii. p. 172. 
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be afterwards stated, we may with certainty place it 
not later than the year 1460. According to the poet's 
own words/ Duubar was a native of Lothian. The 
only branch of the attainted family, of which he is 
represented as a descendant, retaining property in 
that district, was Sir Patrick Dunbar of Beill, in East 
Lothian, a younger son of George the tenth Earl of 
March. Tl^s Sir Patrick signalized himself on many 
occasions, and was one of the hostages for James the 
First in 1426 ; and it also appears from an original 
charter, dated August lOth, 1440, that one of his sons 
was named William, who in all probability was either 
the father or uncle of the poet.^ No other persons of 
the same baptismal name can be traced during the 
whole of that Century, and as such names usually run 
in families, the circumstance öf our author's alleged 
descent from the Earls of March, ia connection with 
his own avowal respecting his birthplace, adds some 
strength to the conjecture of his being the grandson 
of Sir Patrick Dunbar of Beill« 

It has been inferred, from a passage in one of 
Kennedy's satires, that the village of Salton, in East 

* I tak on me ane pair of Lowtliiane hippis. 
Sali fairar Inglis mak, and mair parfyte» 
Than tliow can blabbar with thy Carrik lippis. 

Flf/tinff, Ime 110, voL ii. p. 69. 

' For more minute notices of the family of Dünbar of Beilly durixiff the 
fifteenth Century, aee Appendix to this Memoir, ^* I. For pointfl^but 
the notice of the abore charter, which is pre8erye4 in the Earl ^Rose- 
berry^s charter-chest, I am indebted to John RiDD^ix., Eaq. Advocate. 
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Lotbian, was the place of the poef 8 birtL Qf thiti 
however, there is no eTidence, the notion haring 
originated in an error committed by Allan Ramsay 
in printing this passage,'' the Bense of which has hi* 
therto been completely misunderstood« 

It is probable that Dunbar was very early intended 
for the ehnreh, in which case he must have had the 
advantage of a university education ; for, in a joca- 
lar manner, he teils us, that even on his nurse's knee 
he was ^ Dandeley, Bishop, dandeley !' But we are 
Ignorant of the earliest events of his life, and under 
whose Instruction he was first placed. It is satis£Bu>- 
tory, however, to be able to State, that in the year 
1475, when, we presume, our author had at least at- 
tained fifteen or sixteen years of age, he was sent 
to St Andrews, the most flourishing seat of learning 
and science at that period in Scodand. This fact, 
hitherto unnoticed, is ascertained from the old re- 
gisters of the University, in which the name of Wil- 
liam Dunbar, is entered, in 1477, among the Deter- 
ndnantes or Bachelors of Arts, in St Salvator's Col- 
lege, a degree which students were not entitled to 
claim until the third year of their attendance at Col- 
lege; and two years later, in 1479, the name of Wil- 
liam Dunbar again occurs in the registers as then 
having taken his degree of Master of Arts.^ It may 

* See note upon Unes 367-370 of the Flyting, toL ü. p. 79. 

* Acta Facultatii Artium S. Andrese, MS.^-For a curious notice re- 
garding St Andrews in 1491, aee the note upon Diinl>ar*i poemi (vol. i* 
p. 199,) taid to have been written ' at Oxiniiirde.* 
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ako be stated, that he is unifonnly styled Maister 
William Dunbar. this designation, tiU a late period, 
heing ezciosively appropriated to persons who had 
taken that degree at some university. 

Whether Dunbar, after finishing his course of 
study at St Andrew's, might have had the fnrther ad-* 
van tage of prosecuting his studies at some foreign uni- 
versity, appears doubtful ; and, indeed, with respeet 
to his subsequent history for nearly twenty years, 
viz. from 1480 to 1499, we possess no satisfactory 
infonnation*^ We have, however, his own authority 
for stating, tb^at an early period of his life he had 
entered the Order of St Francis ; and as he had been 
subsequently employed as an itinerant or preaching 
friar, he must necessarily havä completed his novi- 
tiate. It is well known that the order of mendicants, 
called Franciscan or Grey Friars, were divided into 
Conventuals and Observantines. The latter had an 
establishment at Edinburgh, endowed by James the 
First, about the year 1446, where divinity and phi- 
losophy were regularly taught ; and here it is highly 
probable that Dunbar might have spent some of his 
earlier years. But as he himself informs us that the 
studies and life of a friar were not suited to his dis- 
position, it is reasonable to infer that his conneetion 
with that religious order or Community was terminated 

* The numher of Scotish students who at this period visited France 
was very considerable, but I have been unsuccessful in more than one at- 
tempt to ascertain whether Dunbar was in the number, although the 
registers of the old University of Paris are still preserved. 
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at no very advanced period of bis life« This Infor- 
mation is conveyed to us in las poem of ^ The Visi- 
tation of St Francis,' written long afterwards. In 
these Verses he relatcs how a fiend, in the likeness 
of that Saint, appeared to him in a dream, desiring 
him to assnme the friar's habit, and renonnce the 
World ; bat the poet, in hinting that he should go 
to heaven with more satisfaction were he invested 
with the robes of a bishop, adds, *^ Had it ever been 
my fortune to become a friar, the time for this is 
long since past ; in the habit of that order have I 
made good cheer in every fiourishing town in Eng- 
land, betwixt Berwiek and Calais ; in it also have I 
aseended the pulpit at Dernton and Canterbury ; and 
crossed the sea at Dover, and iostructed the inhabi- 
tants of Picardy." *® 

It might have been to this period of Dunbar's life 
that Kennedy alludes, when he taunts him with his 
pilgrimage, as a pardoner, begging in aU the churches 
from Ettrick Forest to Dumfries. It is not known 
how long he continued to lead such a desultory kind of 
life, nor in what manner his time was employed after 
he had relinquished the character of friar, as his 
poems throw no light on the circumstance which iirst 
brought him in connexion with the Scotish Court. 

At a later period, when we find Dunbar residing 
in Edinburgh, and presenting his supplications to 

'® See the Poem» yoI. i. p. 28f and Notes, voL ii. p. 231. 
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James the Fourth for preferment in the church, he 
urg'es bis Claims not on account of merit, for ** alas !" 
says he, ^^ I can do nothing but brieve (or write) 
ballads," bat as the just recompense to which he was 
entitled by long and faithful Service. In one place 
he teils the King, that had he been so disposed, he 
might, in bis youth, have obtained employment 
abroad ;^^ in another, he urges the King to have re» 
gard, and to bestow compensation on bis * auld servi- 
tonris/ no less than on the crowd of idle and worth- 
less'characters who daily importuned ' bis Grace;' and 
speaks of himself as one of those that 

Throw all regiouns hes tein hard teil, 
Of quhilk my wrytting witnes beiris. 

And when contrasting bis own small reward with bis 
long and ' leill Service,' he adds, 

Nocht I 8B.J this, hy this countrie, 
France, logland, Ireland, Almanie, 
Bot als be Italie and Spaine, 
Quhilk to considder is ane paine I 

These allusions to the countries visited by Dunbar, 
while employed in the King's service, which include 
the chief parts of Europe, will readily suggest the 
nature and character of bis employment. It is well 
known that James the Fourth maintained a constant 

'^ Qulien I wes yoimg, and iato ply, 

• • • • 

I liad been bocht in reolmes by» 
Had I conaentit to be sauld. — Vol. i. p. 149. 
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and friendly intercourse with tlie Courts of France, 
Flanders, Spain, Denmark, and other countries,'* and 
that sach international relations were carried on by 
the mission of heralds, envoys, and merchants, as well 
as in the more solemn way of embassies to foreign 
Courts, including that of England. The most probable 
conjeeture then that can be offered is, that Dunbar 
was employed in the course of these embassies, as it 
was usual on such occasions to appoint ^ane clerk;' 
for it must be considered that the literary attainments 
of the clergy, who were almost the only class of men 
who then received any thing like a liberal education, 
eminently recommended them to the Service of fo- 
reign negotiations« 

The most direct intimations, however, that we pos- 
sess of Dunbar's having visited foreign lands, occur 
in his poetical contest, or * Flyting/ with his friend 
Walter Kennedy. The date of this singular com- 
Position may be placed a few years after 1491. 
The Flyting commences on the part of Dunbar at a 
time when he was at some distance from Court. 
Addressing Sir John Ross, whom he elsewhere com- 
memorates among the Scotish makars or poets» he 

" That we are unable, from tlie public rasten, to ascertain tbis more 
divtinctlyy we impute to tbe circumBtance, tbat in tbe safe-eonduct granted 
for sncb embauies wben passing tbrougb England, to go beyond leaa, as 
well as to tbe Englisb Court, tbe names only of tbe two or tbree leadlng 
persona are mentioned, witb a specified number of attendanta and borses 
intbeir train. — See Rtmkr's Fadera ane? Rotuli iSc<tfi<e, passim. See 
äho PiNKXRTOK*8 Httt. ToL ü. aod Tttlsr's Hist toI. iir. 
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says, ^' There is a thing compiled by Kennedy and 
bis comroissary Quintyne, lauding eaeh other in the 
most extravagant terms ; but if tbey had ventured to 
attempt ^ any manace' to occasion strife, however 
loth I am to be reckoned ^ a baird/ being ashamed 
to use terms of flyting, from wbieh neitber honour 
nor renown are to be gained, notbing should secure 
tbem from my wratb, for this would be so terrible, that 
to hear what I shall write ^ with pen and ink/ the 
earth and firmament would tremble, the devils in 
hell quake with fear, and the eity bell make a 
noise." To such an unusual mode of address, writ- 
ten widi the evident intention of being communicated 
to the persons who are named, Kennedy answers in 
a sufficiently insolent and provöking manner, setting 
Dunbar and his wrath at defiance. This, of course, 
produces a reply ; and the two poets fall by the ears, 
and abuse one another in good set terms of ribaldry, 
of which it would not be easy to find a parallel in 
modern literature. 

As this Strange Performance is füll of allusions to 
the personal history of the writers, it is necessary 
to examine it with greater attention than it might 
seem to deserve. It does not appear that either of 
their friends, Quintyne or Sir John Ross, had taken 
any share in this trial of skill in the art of scolding ; 
but unless we suppose that considerable intervals of 
time had elapsed between the writing of the several 
parts, and that some intermediate portions had been 
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lost, there is no satisfiictory mode of explaining and 
recondling the apparent discrepancies, and abrupt 
transitions. 

It is not less necessary to remark that this alterca- 
tion neither originated nor was carried on in conse« 
qnence of any personal animosity or dislike, nor does 
it appear that it had any tendency to Interrupt the 
cordiality of private friendship ; but was merely the 
result of ^ illiberal faney/ of which several ezamples 
occur in our literature during the sixteenth Century. 
Kennedy was a person highly connected, being the 
third son of Gilbert first Lord Kennedy, and as a 
poet he enjoyed great distinction in his own time. 
His acquaintance with Dunbar must have been of 
several years' Standing, and of an intimate kind, to 
have warranted such kind of sport, by which they 
were alike subjected to general ridicule. That they 
were of the same age, may be inferred, as their 
academical studies were contemporaneous, Kennedy 
having been a Student at Glasgow when Dunbar was 
at St Andrews ;^^ and as this contest tended to the 
amusement of their friends at Court, and no doubt 
exdted a lively interest at the time, it might be said 
of them, with equal truth and propriety, 

Ambo florentes setatibusy Arcades ambo» 
Et caatare pares, et respcndere parati, 

*' Recordb of the Univenity of Glasgow. See the note« upon Ken- 
nedy*s poenu» in yol. ii. p. 87 t ^ec 
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Dunbar in bis first reply asserts that Kennedy was 
afraid to show bis malice until the sails had been 
drawn above bis bead, and tbe boisterous winds, in 
tbe dark and moonless time of tbe year, bad driven 
tbe vessel out of its reekoning, many bundred miles 
< by Holhmdj Zealand^ and the Norihtoay coastj to 
deserts wbere tbey were almost famisbed ; yet, says 
be, ^ / shaü come home, and lay thy hoastJ According 
to anotberpässage in tbe Flyting, itwould seemfrom 
Kennedy's words, tbat tbe vessel in wbicb Dunbar 
bad sailed from Leitb bad been wrecked on tbe coast 
of Zealand, wbere be was left in sucb distress as to 
oecasion bim often ^ to sit supperless/ and to cry 
Caritas^ pro amore Deij from door to door. 

Obseure as tbe Fiy ting is in many of its allusions, 
tbere can be no doubt tbat wben tbe eoncluding por- 
tion by Kennedy was wtitten, Dunbar was residing 
at Paris; and moreover, tbe mention of tbe sbip 
Katberine, wben compared witb a notice in tbe Trea- 
surer's Aecounts for July 1491,^^ renders it more tban 
probable tbat be was in tbe train of tbe Earl of Botb- 
well and Lord Monypenny, tben sent on an embassy 
to France. As tbe ambassadors returned at tbe end 
of November tbat same year, Dunbar migbt bave 
been left bebind in Paris, during tbe winter season, 
for tbe purpose of crossing tbe Alps in tbe furtber 

" See note on line 449 of * THe Flyting.*— In July 1491, thirty.Bix 
Shillings was paid by the Treasurer to ' the Preist that wrayt the instni- 
mentis and otheris letteris that past with the Imbassatours in France.* 
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prosecution of ^ Üie erandis' of bis rojral master ; for, 
BS Kennedy says, he could not at that time cross 
Mouut Bernard for wild beasts» nor win tbroagb 
Moonts Scarpre, Nicbolas, and St Godard, for tbe 
snow ; and since no lord woold take bim into bis ser-^ 
vice, be is advised to renudn in Paris, witb tbe 
< Maister Burreau/ or public executioner, and assut 
in banging criminals at tbe rate of balf-a^franc a 
piece. Bat after sucb gratuitous advice, Kennedy 
tbus addresses tbe King : 

Hie, Sovertne Lord, Ist never this sinfuU sot 
Do Bcbame, fra hame, unto your Nation ; 

— ^words wbicb evidently corroborate tbe supposition 
of Dunbar's baving been employed in tbe King's Ser- 
vice on some foreign mission. 

Witbout attempting any fortber illustrations of our 
Poet's bistory from tbis composition, wbicb woold be 
less unintelligible bad we been acquainted witb tbe 
object and destination of bis travels» we may safely 
conclude, tbat, before tbe close of tbe fifteentb Cen- 
tury, Dunbar bad, on more tban one occasion, visited 
tbe continent. Little as we know respecting bis early 
lifo, and tbe circumstances tbat led to tbe develope- 
ment of bis genius, tbere can be no doubt tbat tbe 
advantages be enjoyed from visiting distant lands, 
must bave bad considerable influence in imparting 
greater strength and energy to bis poetical concep- 
tions, not only by affording bim a wider field for Ob- 
servation of tbe varied scenery of nature, butby pre- 

VOL. I. b 
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sentbg to him more extensire opportunities for study- 

ing the diversities of human character. 

We are now made acquainted with a new occur«- 

Tence in the life of Danbar« In the year 1500 he 

obtcdned from the King a yearly pension of ten 

pounds,^^ which is the first oecasion 6n which we find^ 

his name oecumng in the public records. This pen- 

gion might have been granted in consequence of one of 

his addresses to the King, where he says, 

Schir, yet remember as of befoir, 

How that my youih is doneforloir 

In yaur Service^ with pane and grief» 

öude ConBcience cryis, * Reward thairfoir P 

The Treasurer's Accounts for that year have not been 
preserved, but the grant appears in the register of 
the Privy Seal, under the date of August 15th,^^ 
ordaining that sum to be paid out of the royal coffers 
by the treasurer, at the half-yearly terms of Whit- 
suntide and Martinmas, without specifying on what 
aceount it was conferred, and with this provision, that 
the sum should be paid to * Maister William Dunbar 
for all the dayis of his life, or untill he be pro- 

MOTED BY CUR SOVEREIGN LORD TO A BENEFICE OF 
THE VALUE OF FORTY POUNDS OR MORE YEARLY.' 

'* The sum of ten pounda maj appear small ; and at that time one 
pound English money was equivalent to three pounds ten Shillings Scot- 
ish. But we must be careful not to reckon the value of money in those 
days by the prepent Standard. 

'* Reg. Secr. SigiU. yoI. ii. fol. 9, h. See Appendix to this Memotr, 

No. n. 
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The regulär payment of this half-yearly salary, 
with occasional gratuities bestowed on him ^ by the 
King's command,' ekowj that during the life of James, 
our author must have resided almost constantly in 
Edinburgh ; and the grant might have been made 
for the special purpose of retaining him at Court, 
although its continuance is not made to depend upon 
any subsequent contingeney. As a poet, although 
surrounded by many competitors, his reputation was 
at this time established and widely extended ; and in 
1503, he says of himself, that his heart in former 
years had rejoiced in making ^sangis under the leavü 
grene.* Gawin Douglas, afterwards Bishop of Dun- 
keid, (himself one of the most eminent of our ancient 
poets,) in his ' Palice of Honour,' written in the 
year 1501, having introduced Chaucer, Gower, and 
Lydgate, along with all the great poets of antiquity, 
as possessing a distinguished place in the < Court of 
the Muses,' adds, 

Of this Natioun I knew also anone 
Greit Kennedie, and Dunbar ^t^ undeid. 
And QuiNTiNB with ane huttok on his heid." 

From the Treasurer's Accounts, we accidentally 
leam that Dunbar must have again visited England 
at the close of the year 1501. Among the half-yearly 
pensions due at Martinmas, and entered as paid on the 

" The Palice of Honour, reprinted Arom the edition 1679, p. 28, 
Edinburgl^ IsdO, 4to. 
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20th of December that year, when Dunbar's natne 
OCCUT8, it is added, ^ quhilk wes payit him aftir he 
came furth of Ingland.' The next date in that division 
of die Aecounts beiog February 21, 1502, we can« 
not a8certain preeisely the time of his return, which 
must have been subsequent to the regulär term of 
payment, otherwise such an intimation would have 
been quite superfluous. This» in itself, would be a 
circumstance of trivial importance, were it not that it 
is thus rendered probable that he accompanied the 
ambassadors who were sent to England to conclude 
the negotiations for the King's marriage in October 
1501, and that he remained to witness the ceremony 
t>f a£Bancing the Princess Margaret, which took place 
at St Paul's cross, with great solemnity and splen- 
dour, on the 25th of January, 1502. Under this sup- 
Position we can have little hesitation in believing that 
Dunbar was the person then styled < The Rhymer 
OF ScoTLAND,' who rcccived L.6, 13s, 4d. in reward 
from Henry VIL on the 31 st of December, 1501, and 
a similar sum on the 7th of January foUowing«^^ 

The Princess Margaret remained in England tili 
July 1503, and the minute and interesting account of 
her progress to Scotland, by John Young, Somerset 

'• Extracts from tlie Privy Purse Expenses of Henry VIL, printed bjr 
Sil Harris Nicolas in Bentley's Excerpta Historica, 1831, 8vo, p. 126. 
If tlie original aecounts, from which these extracts were made during the 
last Century, should be discovered, some further particülars regarding the 
persona sent from Scotland on this embaasy might do doubt be gleaned. 
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herald, which has been preserved, presents a striking 
picture of society at that time.^^ Danbar'g poem, the 
^ Thrissil and the Rois,' was written on the 9th of 
May, three months previous to the Queen's arrival ; 
in which, by a most beautifal and appropriate alle- 
gory, comparingher to the Böse, the queen of flowers» 
and James to the national emblem, the Thistle, he 
eelebrates the prospeet ofthat alliance which, although 
not productive at the time of all its expected advan- 
tages, yet eventually led to the permanent union of 
the two kingdoms. The Qaeen made her public en« 
trance into Edinburgh on the 7th of August, with 
every demonstration of public rejoicing ; and on the 
day after, the marriage ceremony took place in the 
Abbey of Holyrood, with a degree of solemnity and 
splendour which perhaps was never equalied in this 
part of the kingdom. 

The historian of English Poetry asserts, that in 
consequence of thfs alliance, a new communication 
and intercourse were opened between the two courts 
and kingdoms, which ^' must have greatly contributed 
to polish the rüde manners, and to improve the lan- 
guage, literature, and arts, of Scodand."*® Such an 
hypothesis is not borne out by facts ; as previous to 

1^ Printed in tlie Appendix to Leiand's Collectanea, 3d edit. 1770> 
Tol. iy. p. 258. In addition to tlie ofBcial account by Young, < who at- 
tended tbe said Princess on her journey/ tbe Treasurer*« Acoonnts throw 
conaiderable light on the magnificent preparations for the nuptials on the 
part of the Sootish Monarch. 

»• Warton*s Hiit. edit. 1824, vol. iii. p. 96. 
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tbifl eyent, James the Fonrth, by his personal accom- 
plishments and chivalrous disposition, combined with 
a loye of splendour and profuse liberality little eom- 
mensurate with his limited means, had attracted to his 
Court persons of rank and influence, as well as those 
who were distinguished for leaming or genius« Nei- 
ther the Queen, nor the few English attendants who 
remained with her, appear to have contributed in any 
degree towards exciting or fostering intellectual 
aequirements ; and long before her arrival in Scot- 
land, our native poets had raised themselves to a rank 
far above any of the English followers of Chaucer. 
In short, the whole tone and eharacter of the litera-* 
ture of that period presents a stiiking contrast to that 
of England* 

"White the Scodsh monarch was an avowed patron 
of literature, in which he himself is allowed to have 
made some proficieney, the natural gaiety of his dis> 
Position led him to encourage all kinds of public 
amusements* Dunbar, on more than one oecasion, 
insinuates that the Royal attention and bounty were 
too profusely direeted to the support of pantomimie 
exhibitors, pipers, fiddlers, jesters, and common min- 
strels, as well as foreign impostors and mere pretend- 
ers to Science. The Accounts of the Lord High 
Treasurer, while they exhibit numberless instances of 
his prodigality in encouraging and rewarding those 
who contributed to the King's own personal gratifi- 
cations, and present a singular picture of his daily 
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occupations, at the same time show that the monaich 
was a munificent encourager of the useftil arta, and 
that his liberality displayed itself in acta of charity 
and kindness to his domestic servants* He also appears 
to have expended large sums of money in building or 
adorniDg the royal palaces of Holyrood, Linlithgow» 
Stirling, and Falkland ; in the erection of reiigious 
foundations, in die prosecution of maritime enter- 
prises, and in the extension of commerce ; while tÜe 
internal prosperity of the country was essentially 
promoted by a strict and impartial administration of 
justice. 

At this period Dunbar appears to hare lived on 
terms of great familiarity with the Kbg, and to hare 
participated freely in all the gaieties and amusements 
of the Scotish Court; his sole occupation being that 
of writing ballads on any passing event which might 
serve to exercise his £ancy or imagination, and thus 
contribute to the entertainment of his royal master. 
It is Singular that so considerable a number of pieces 
written by him upon private and obscure individuab 
should have been thought worthy of preservation, 
while no doubt many others of more permanent in- 
terest were allowed to perish ; for it is inconeeivable, 
that a poet in Dunbar's Situation would remain eilent 
in regard to many public events which were calcu- 
lated to call forth some ' melodious song* from one 
who was daily aecustomed to the composition 

Off sangis, baUat», and of playis. 
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As the limited space of this Memoir will not admit 
of any detaiied aocoant of the persons or events 
commemorated by Dunbar, occanonal illostratioiis 
will be found in the Notes upon the respective poems. 
One class of his poems, however, although of a tem- 
porary nature, requires notice in this place, as it 
consists of supplications and addresses to the King, 
which fortunately serve to throw some light on the 
personal history and fortunes of the poet himself» 
The grand objeet of Dunbar's ambition was prefer» 
ment in the church ; which, independently of any 
other Claims he might possess, he was entitled to 
expect from the terms of the grant of his yearly pen- 
sion. That his continuous and importunate solicita- 
tions were attended with little or no advantage, might 
be inferred from their number and diversified charac- 
ter ; but this supposition is discountenanced by the 
knowledge which we possess of the regulär payment 
of his £mnual pension. It is somewhat amusing» 
however, to consider with what ingenuity and address 
he yaries his petitions. In general, he seems to found 
his chief claims for preferment upon former Services 
which he had rendered, his youth having been spent 
in the King's employment, while he intimates that 
his wants would be easily satisfied. But, whether 
in the form of a satirical or of a pathetic appeal to the 
King, or simply as a congratulation on the New 
Year, or wheüier under some humorous personation 
he brought forward his request, still the bürden of 
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Dunbar's song was a Benefice I Again, at times he 
breaks out in a more vehement tone, and uses the 
language of remonstn^ice. On obsenring benefices 
given to persons who had already enjoyed seyeral 
others, he asks the King, whether it is more charity 
to give drink to him who Stands in great need of it, or 
to £11 ' a füll man tili he burst ? * while his companion, 
who is as deserving as he to drink wine is allowed 
to die of thirst. His virtuous Indignation is still more 
ezeited on beholding the great abuses which prevailed 
at Court, and on contrasting his own smali reward 
with tlie liberal encouragement bestowed on needy 
adventurers and impostors, he is led, but with no un- 
due degree of vanity, to predict the endurance of his 
own works.** 

But the most singular instance of all his snpplica« 
tions is perhaps that, in which he represents himself 
under the character of a wom-out steed, or an old 
grey horse, which deserved to be turned out to pas- 
ture, and to have shelter provided during the winter 
season. Attached to this poem is the foUowing reply 
to the Petition, in the form of a mandate ad^ressed to 
the Treasurer by his Majesty ; but whether the worda 
were actually written by the King himself, or added 
in his name by Dunbar, as an ingenious mode of 
enforcing his request, the reader must be left to his 
own conjecture. In modern orthography the lines 
are : 

» See liaes 25—34, rol. L p. 146. 
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After our wriüngt,» TaxAsuftBK, 
Take in thi» grey hone, Old Dunbar» 
Who in mj aucht,** with senrice true» 
In IjbtV* chaoged is bis hue ; 
Gar** höuse bim now against tbis Yule, 
And busk* bim like a bisbop's mule : 
For, with mj band, I bave indost** 
To pay wbate'er bis trappings coet 

The books of the Lord High Treasurer furnish us 
with another incident in the life of the Poet« It 
appears, that on the 17 th of March, 1504, he first 
performed mass in the King's presence, whose offer- 
ing on the occasion was seven French crowns, or 
£4, 18s. in Scotbh money, a larger sum than was 
usually given by his Majesty on hearing * a priest*» 
first mass.' This circumstance is more worthy of 
notice, as it not only proves that Dunbar was in 
priest's Orders, but likewise serves to refute the idle 
and unjust insinuations, that his moral conduct must 
have been the sole cause that prevented the King 
from bestowing on him any kind of church prefer- 
ment. The true cause, we should hope, consisted in 
the King^s reluctance to be deprived of his attend- 
ance at Court. 

It also appears, thatat Martinmas 1507, his pension 
was newly eiked^ or augmented, the King having 
ordered it to be increased to the annual sum of £20 ; 

*" Acoording to Oar mandate. *' PosnesBioii. ** Gray-haired. 

** Cause. " Dress, or adorn. *' Indorsed, or signed. 
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and three years afterwards, as will be ttated, it was 
raised to a much larger amonnt Bat the King was 
not the only person whom the Poet addressed in order 
to gain the summit of his ambition« Queen Maigaret» 
in particular, seems to have shown him much compas- 
sionateregard, and he expresses an ardentwish that her 
power to serve him was commensunite with her incU- 
nation. The Lord Treasurer, from whom he receiyed 
his half-yearly pension, he commends on the score of 
generosity and great punctuality, adding that he 
knew not what he should hare done had his Lorddiip 
absented himself at the ordinary term of payment 
Again, he assures the Lords of the King's Exche- 
quer, that for his part he has no occasion for reckon* 
ing on his fingers the amount of his rents, having 
none to reeeive ; and as for money, it was all spent, 
but how he could not teil, and he refers to his empty 
purse to confirm the truth of what he says. Some of 
his expressions indeed are not to be taken in too Ute- 
ral a sense ; for instance, ^ I stand fastand in a nuik^^ 
or, ^ How glaid that ever I dyne or sowpi as if they 
implied a State of absolute want, — although it might 
have happened, that when other men with their purse 
* in tune^* or well filled, 

Passes to drink or to disjune^ 

Then must I keep ane gravitj. 

And saj, ' That TU fast untill noon! ' 

Among the events which distinguish the reign of 
James the Fourth, we cannot fail to reckon those which 
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were calculated to encourage education, and to extend 
the beuefits of literature by the establishment of a 
printing press. In 1490 the Scotish Parliament 
passed an act enjoining, that the eldest sons of all 
barons and substantial freeholders should be sent to 
school at the age of eight or nine years, to receive a 
competent foundation in the Latin language, and 
afterwards that they should three years attend to the 
study of * art and jure,' — or seience and jurispru- 
denee, that they might have * knawledge and under- 
standing of the lawis.' It was not, however, tili some 
years later tliat the art of printing was introdueed in- 
to Scotland, but it was under the royal auspices, by 
a grant of exclusive privileges to Walter Chepman 
and Andrew Myllar, issued under the Privy Seal, 
Sept. 15th, 1507. The extent to which their labours 
were carried cannot now be ascertained, owing to the 
almost total destruction of the current literature of 
the time ; but among the few existing speeimens of 
the first Scotish press, it is more especially worthy 
of notice, that there are several of Dunbar's poems 
printed with much carelessness, but no doubt under 
his own inspection. These include the Goldyn 
Targe, the Flyting, and his Lament for the Makars, 
which appear to have issued from Chepman's press, 
in the year 1508,^^ in separate sheets, containing one 

"" A fac-simile republication in black letter of this singularly interest- 
ing collection appeared under tlie title of " The Knightly Tale of Gola- 
grus and Gawane, and other Ancient Poems.** Edinburgh, 1 827, 4to* 
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or more poems, sometimes by different authora* 
Except for the fortunate discovery of these inte- 
resting reliques, we should have been inclined to 
bave fixed the dat& of bis Lament for the Makars 
several years later; but in 1507 or 1508, when it 
must have been written, the poet was advanced in 
life, and at the time enfeebled by sickness, which 
occasioned him to look around with desponding 
thoughts. All his early friends and brother poets 
had submitted to the stroke of death, excepting 
Kennedy, who, he teils us, was then laid on a 
3ick-bed, and not expected to survive ; while he who 
was once ^ so gay and füll of health,* now feit himself 
Standing as it were alone of all his contemporaries* 
But this feeling of alarm passed away upon his re* 
covery; and as his love of flowers and of extemal 
nature remained unimpaired, so we find him ere long 
* brieving ballatis,' much in the saroe gay careless 
strain as befbre« Indeed, in the midst of disappointed 
expectations, or the alternate feelings which the gaie- 
ties of the Court and the attentions of the great 
excited, with his hopes long deferred, and at times, it 
is to be feared, with but scanty means of subsistence, 
hiß buoyancy of spirit seems seldom to have forsaken 
him. ^ For,' says he, ^ had I taken to heart the 
world's unkindness, or permitted myself to be debar- 
red from my ordinary enjoyments, I had doubtless 
been dead long ago.' ^^ 

The pension, however, which Dunbar had enjoyed 

* Lines 31 — 85 toI. i. p. 188. 
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for several yean was quite inadequate to satisfy bis 
high and continued expectations ; although he might 
have gladly accepted a benefice worth L.40 per an^ 
num, as mentioned in the grant of his pension in 
1500; for hesays. 

And quhen that age now dois me greive, 
Ane simple vicar I cannot be I 

In a pecuniary point of view, therefore» liis wishes 
must haye been so far satisfied by a fresh proof of the 
King's favour. On the 26th of August, 1510, by a 
Warrant ander the Privy Seal, Dunbar's pension was 
increased from £20 to £80, to be paid as before at 
the stated terms of Martinmas and Whitsuntide,'* 
during his life, < or until he be promoted to a 
BENEFICE OF £100, OR above/ This prospect be- 
ing still held out to him may account for the fre- 
quency of his urgent appeals to the King for such 
preferment. But the poet himself, in one of his peti- 
tions, says with much truth, < It has been so long pro- 
mised, that it might have come in much shorter time 
from the New found Isle, over the great Ocean-Sea, 
or from the deserts of India,' — and adds, perhaps with 
more apparent than real humility, that he had no ex- 

* Reg. Secr. Sig. — See Appendix to this Memoir, Ko. IL This 
eonditional mode of granting a pension was not unusual. James V. be- 
«Cowed on Hector Boyoe the historian, in 1027, the yearly tum of L.iM) 
SootSy " untill tbe King promote him to a benefioe of 100 marks Soota<»f 
yearly valne.'* In May 1513, two of the derks in King*8 Ghapel of 
Holyrood, on aocoimt of their having each a benefioe» reoeived from the 
Treasurer a tmaller aum aa their half-yearly pension than the other derks. 
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pectations to obtain the revenue of great abbades» for 
a church, althoagh scarcely corered with heathert 
would amply satisfy bis desires. With all bis cheer- 
fulness of temper and elasticity of spirit, Dunbar had 
reached a period of life when he must have feit more 
keenly the misfortune of continuing so long a depen- 
dant on Court farour, while the promise of some 
competent provision was held oat to bim year after 
year by the King. Had the Scotish monarch not been 
desirous of retaining Dunbar as a personal attendant, 
he could have found no difficulty in gpratifying the 
wishes of an old and faithful serrant, as the presenta* 
tion to all vacant benefices was yested in the King's 
hands ; for it has been well obsenred that * It must 
have been a pure priesthood indeed, to which Dunbar 
would not, in bis maturer years, have done honour."^ 
Queen Margaret, in the month of May 1511, for 
the first time, set out to visit the Northern parts of 
Scotland, and our author must have been in her train ; 
as the poem by Dunbar, descriptive of her reeeption at 
Aberdeen, is evidently written by an eye-witness. In 
the notes upon that poem some aeeount is given of the 
preparations made by the Citizens to receive her Ma- 
jesty with all due honour and solemnity. Another of 
hispoemS) although satirical, is interesting also on 
account of the locality, being an Address to the Mer- 
chants of Edinburgh, written probably about the 
year 1500 ; and exhibiting a most curious picture of 
the State ^f the Scotish metropolis at that early 

*' Liyes of Eminent Scotsmen, part iL p. 32. 
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periocL The prindpal streets crowded with stalLs — * 
the confused State of the different markets — the noise 
and cries of the fishwomen» and of other person» 
retailing their wares round the Gross — the booths of 
traders crowded together * like a honeycomb' near 
the church of St Giles, which was then, and con- 
tinued tili within a very recent period, to be dis- 
figared with mean and paltry buildings stuck round 
the buttresses on each side of the church — the outer-« 
stairs of the houses projecting into the street — the 
swarm of beggars — ^the common minstrels, whose skill 
was confined to one or two hackneyed tunes — ^all to-» 
gether form the subject of a highly graphic and inte^ 
resting delineation. 

While this country was continuing to advance 
rapidly in the course of improvement, the temper 
of the generous and high-minded Sovereign was in 
one sad moment doomed to put an end to this State of 
high national prosperity. No greater calamity could 
have happened to the Scotish nation than resulted 
from the King's impetuosity at Floddon, on the 8th 
of September, 1513.'^ Along with the gallant but 

* I have liere added a factimile of the King*! signature, " Jamxs R.'^ 
eopied from the last page of the Treasarer*B Accouotiy Aogiut Sth, 151d,| 
and probably the latest specimen of his writing that now exists. 
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unfortunate Monarch,^ several prelates, the chief part 
of his nobles, and nearly every person who had been 
intrusted with the management of public affairs, were 
involvedin one common catastrophe ; and it is impos«- 
sible to calculate how much such an unexpected blov 
must have tended to retard the nation in its progress 
towards wealth, knowledge, and refinement« The 
unutterable dismay which was spread over the whole 
country, with all the disastrous consequences atten- 
dant upon the minority of an Infant King, — ^a disputed 
regency and divided counsels, — the factions of rival 
nobles, — the intrigues of foreign powers, — the dis- 
turbed State of the borders, and the dread of a threa« 
tened invasion, are matters of history, and need not 
be here detailed 

This fatal event is also to be considef ed as inauspi- 
cious to the personal fortunes of Dunbar. The royal 
establishment at Holyrood was doubtle^s soon broken 
up, there being neither the means nor any necessity 
for continuing the festivities and expenses of the 
Court. But whether any provision was made for those 
Jndividuals who had been long attached to the King's 

*3 Buclianaii, in liis ' Justa,' coaaecrated the following lines to tlie obse- 
quies of this gallant Monarch. 

Jacobo IV. Reoi Scotorum. 
Fama orbem replet^ mortem sorg occulit : at tu 
, Dessine scrutari quod tegat osaa solum. 
Si mihi dent animo non impar fata sepulchrum, 
Anguata est tumnlo terra Britanna meo. 

VOL. I. C 
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penon cannot now be ascertained. The Treasurer'e 
Accounts, from the 8th of August, 1513, (a month pre- 
vious to the battle of Floddon,) to the 25 th of January, 
1515, which might have thrown some light on the 
Bubject, have not been preserved ; and in those from 
ihat date to the 4th of September, 1518, (from which 
time, to the 5th of June, 152*2, there isanother blank 
in the series,) there ii no mention of Dunbar's name. 
We cannot 4herefore disoover the date of the last 
payment of his pension. But although we now lose 
all trace of his name in the public records, it by no 
means foUows that his pension was entirely with- 
drawn : it might either have been transferred to some 
other brauch of the royal revenue, or the Poet might 
at last have been promoted to a benefice, when con- 
sequently his pension wou\d cease. 

That Dunbar might have succeeded in obtaining 
preferment in^the church, is indeed rendered highly 
probable. The Queen Dowager, whom, duriug the 
King's life^ our Poet styled his ^ Advocate baythfair 
and sayeit^ could have no difficulty during her regency 
in providing for his wants ; and we cannot believe that 
she would allow his old age to pine away in poverty 
and neglect. Even were it otherwise, we are not to 
suppose that he had no othcr friends in power who 
would be imwilling to assist in procuring some ade- 
quate and permanent provision for an individual, who 
had so long contributed by his writings to the amuse- 
ments of the Court. 
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What might have been the fiite of DimlNur duriog 
the closing years of bis life can therefore only be 
surmised, as we are eren nnable to ascertaio how 
long be survived bis Royal mästen Several of bis 
poems denote tbe sedate and contemplative feelings 
of advanced age ; and one of tbem» written on tbe oo* 
casion of the governor, John, Duke of Albany, pass- 
ing into France, contains a patbetic lamentation over 
tbe distracted State of public affidrs in Scotland. Tbis 
perbaps was one of tbe tatest of bis productions, and 
cannot be assigned to any date prior to tbe dtb of 
June, 1517. Lyndsay, wbomust bave been personally 
acquainted witb Dunbar,^ in a poem written in the 
year 1530, after alluding to Cbaucer, Gower, and 
Lydgate, as tbe great masters ^ of Retborick,' * Quhaü 
sweit sentence throuch Albion bene sunffy* exclaims, 

Or quha can now the warkis contrefait 

Off Kbnnedie with termes aureait ? 
Or off Du NSAR, quha laDguage had at large. 

Ab may be sene intill bis Goldin Targe. 

From tbese words, and from tbe manner in wbich 
Lyndsay laments Bisbop Douglas, wbo died in 1522, 

** Lyndsay was at Court duri&g the reign of James the Fourth, but in 
what capacity is not so certain. In October, 1511» he reoeived a play- 
coat of blew and yelJow taffety <' for the play> playit in the King and 
Quenis preaenoe, in the Abbay." Addressiog James the Fifth, in 1529| 
he teils his Majesty that he had entered his Service ' the day of thy na' 
tivitie,' James the Fifth was b6rn April 12, 1512, and Lyndsay *b name 
occurs in the Treasurer's Accounts of 1512. and 1518, as * Ischar to my 
Lord Prince,' with the yearly salary of L.40. 
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it may be inferred that our author^s decease was pre- 
vious to that of the prelate ; wherefore we cannot 
greatly err in supposing that he died about the year 
1520, when he had attained at least sixty years of 
age. Having arrived at this conclusion in the Poet's 
biography, every admirer of genius will regret that we 
have not decisire evidence to show that Dunbar was 
enabled to spend his declining years in the shade of 
that peaeeful and religious retirement, for which he 
had most earnestly longed« It would also have been 
gratifying to have ascertained the spot wherein were 
consigned the mortal remains of the greatest of all 
Scotland's early Makabs. 



Having endeavoured, in the preceding pages, to 
present as füll an aecount of the personal history of 
Dnnbar as the scanty materials remaining wouldafford, 
we may now consider his poetical character, and in 
what respect he Stands distinguished among the earlier 
poets of Scotland. Although the poets who preceded 
him were neither few in number, nor inconsiderable in 
point of genius, there was concentrated in him such a 
rare association of talents as had not, in Britain at 
least, been known, exeept in Chaucer, to whom he 
looked up with reverence as to his master, who sur- 
passed, he says, all other bards, ^ as far as Mayis 
morrow dois midnycht* Of such early Scotish poets of 
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whose compositions any remains have been preserved, 

a few words may be requisite in this place. 

In Thomas of Erceldouke, surnamed the Rhy- 

mer, who flourished about the middle of the thirteenth 

Century, we have the earliest acknowledged writer of 

romance poetry in Britain. Unfortunately the works 

attributed to this venerable Bard do not possess im- 

doubted claims of genuineness ; and, indeed, with the 

exception of some lines of a Prophecy, in reply to a 

question of the Countess of Danbar, in reference to 

the wars of Edward the First in Scotland, the only 

work that can be so conceded to him, is the metrical 

romance of Sir Tristrem/^ Yet as this romance in 

more than one place expressly mentions the Rhymer 

in the third person, * With Thomas spak /,' — * As 

Thomas telles^* &c., and as the words of Robert de 

Brunne, written in 1305, 

I see in seng, in sedgeyng tale 

Of Erceldoune and of Kendale, &c. 

usually quoted in support of Thomas being the author 

of Sir Tristrem, are very obscure, might it not have 

been a more plausible conjecture, to have inferred 

that the romance in question was actually composed 



^ Sir Tristrem, which was first publislied in 1804, hj Sir Walter 
Scott, has paased through several subsequent impreuions. The lines of 
the Prophecy referred to, were supposed by him to be of a later date, 
and to have an application to the wars of Edward the Third, — bot they 
ezist in a MS. prior to bis reign. See the Appendix to * Select Remains 
of the PopuUr Poetry of Scotland,* 1822, 4to. 



38 MEMOIRS OF 

by Kendale, and that the inrention only belongred 
to Thomas of Erceldoune? 

Among tLe earlier reliques of the .Scotish Mose 
which have been preserved, we may reckon the three 
curious and interesting romances in alliterative verse 
on the subjeet of Sir Gawane. One of these, written 
in a very peculiar measure, and undoubtedly the most 
ancient, is still unpublished,^ and probably belongs 
to the end of the thirteenth Century. Wyntown, 
who wrote about 1420, has mentioned in terms of 
commendation, a poet of the name of Huchown of 
THE AwLE Ryall, or the Royal Hall or palace, 
who * cunnand wes in literature* Besides, Huchown's 
great historieal work, described as the ^ Gest Hys- 
toryale/ there are specified among his works, * the 
Gret gest of Arthure,' * the Pystyl of swete Susan,' 
and the ' Awntere of Gawane.' Dunbar also mentions 
among the Scotish poets, Clerk of Tranent, ^ that 
maid the Avmteris of Gawane J It has been suggested 
that Huchown, or Hugh, might possibly have been 
the, Christian name of Clerk of Tranent.^' This, it 

^ Tbis romance of Gawane and tlie Grene Knight» preserved in an 
aacient MS. in the Cottonian Librarjr, has been announced for publica- 
tion by Sir Fjrederick Madden, to the gratification of all who feel interest- 
ed in such valuable reliques of ancient literature. I am happy to say 
that Sir F. Madden informs me that he has discovered in MS. * the 
Gret Gest of Arthure,* attribated to Huchown, and which cannot fail 
to be a mctt desiraUe acquisition to our early romance poetry. 

" See Macpherson*s Notes to Wyntown, vol. ii. p. 463. He elsewhere 
says, ' Huchown perhaps was King's Poet.' 
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inast be confessed» is no rery probable conjeetare. 
On the other band, it bas been asserted that Huchoim 
was the same person with Sir Hugh de Eglintoun, 
whom Dunbar bas enumerated amoDg the early Scot^ 
ish Makars.'^ Tbis seems to be not much more pro- 
bable. When we consider the high ofBcial rank and 
distinction of Sir Hugh E^lintoun of Eglintoun» who 
h'ad been allied by marriage to King Robert the 
Second, and the minuteness with which Wyntown 
usually designatea the persons whom he names, it is 
hardiy credtble that he would on more than one occa- 
sion speak of Sir Hugh Eglintoun, who appears to have 
had DO permanent Situation at Court, simply as Huch- 
own. A -poem in alliterative verse on the subjeet 
of Susanna, answering the description of the * Pistill' 
ascribed to Huehown, is still presenred» and from 
similarity of style, one or other of the later romances 
of Gawane may be assigned to the same author. An- 
other curious spedmen of alliterative poetry, which 
probably belongs to an early period of our literature, 
is the < Taill of Rauf Coilyear/ ^ But in forming 
any opinion regarding the age or authorship of such 

* See introductory notiee to the ' Pistill of Susan,' which ii printed 
in the coUection already qnoted in Note* 35, and Chalmen* Ljndaay, 
roL i. p. 133, Some farther account of Sir Hvgh de Eglintonn will 
be fonnd in the Notee upon Dunbar'i poem, toI. i. p. 218. 

* ' Imprintit at Sanct Androis be Robert Lekpreriek, 1571,' and re- 
printed in the voIume of ' Select Remains,* ke,, 1822, 4to. 
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ancient remains, much must necessarily rest upon 
mere conjecture. 

The work next to be mentioned, is one of great and 
deserved celebrity, being the Life and Acts of Robert 
Bruce, which was written by John Barbour, Arch- 
deacon of Aberdeen, in the year 1375. He was also 
the author of a historical poenx on the Genealogy of 
the Kings of Scotland, frequently referred to by Wyn- 
town, but which is not known to be preserved. Bar- 
bour was fortunate in the subject of his Robert the 
Bruce, and in that work, white we are mäde sensible 
of the charms of romantic narrative, there is also found 
in his spirited descriptions, a more than ordinary ad- 
herence to the correctness of hbtorical detail.^ 

Andrew of Wyntown, prior of the Monastery 
of St Serfe in Lochlevin, between the years 1410 
and 1420, compiled a Metrical Chronicle, which is 
valuable not only for its minuteness and precision in 

^ The mo6t genuine edition of Barbour's Bruce» is that edited by the 
Rev. Dr Jamieaon, from a MS. written in ] 469. Edinburgh : 1 820» 4to. 
That M8. was supposed to be the on]y one in existence ; but, in the 
Library of St John's College, Cambridge, there is another, dated 1488, 
which would be worthy of collation, although unluckily it wanta several 
leaves at the beginning. It has also been generally asserted that the edi- 
tion by Hart, in 1616, 8vo, was the earliest of Barbour*s poem, but I 
am possessed of one in small 4to, black-letter, (which has lost the tiUe- 
page,) apparently printed at Edinburgh, about the year 1570, which may 
explain the allusion made by Patrick Gordon, in 1615, to * the printed 
book«' 
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point of dates, but likewise for the curious traits of 
ancient manners wMch it incidently elucidates. But 
this Chronicle, while it entitles the author tothe repu* 
tation of an original historical writer, displays none of 
the genius which adorns the truly national poem of 
Wyntown's predecessor.^ 

The poet next in succession is one of higher distinc- 
tion, not only for rank, but also for genius ; and it is 
Singular that Dunbar, while he mentions the names of 
sereral obscure poets, as we mustnow consider them, 
in his Lamentfor the Makars, should have overlooked 
that of King James the First. The King's Quair,^ 
written by the captive Prinee, to solace his weary 
hours during his residence in Windsor Castle, is re- 
markable for a deg^ee of grace and elegance which 
seems tili then to have been unknown to our earlier 
writers. Nothing can exceed the beauty and tender- 
ness with which he describes his feelings on behold- 
ing in the garden below the tower where he was con- 
iined, the lady Jane Beaufort, (whom he afterwards 
married,) as she was coming forth to her moming 

orisons. The humorous populär ballads in the yema- 

• 

41 That purt of Wyntown's Chronicle relating to ScoÜand, was pnb- 
liühed with not less care and ability than elegance, by the late Mr David 
Macphenon. London ; 1 795. 2 vols. royal 8vo. 

^ First published by William Tytler, Esq. of Woodhonselee, in 1783, 
8vo, and more recently by Mr Thomson of Ayr Academy, in 1824| and by 
Mr George Chalmers, in his ' Poetical Remains of the Scotish Kings.* 
London : 1 824. 8vo. 
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eular dialect wliich have been attributed to tke «ame 
Royal author, undoubtedly belong to a xnuch later age. 

During the reign of James the Second, there 
flourished at least two poets of some note. The one 
was a priest of the name of Holland, an adherent 
of the noble family of Douglas, who appears to have 
continued an attached foUower during their misfor- 
tunes. He was the author of a curious allegorieal 
poem, the Büke of the Howlat, written about 1453, 
which displays some invention and descriptive powers, 
although greatly obscured by the style of its allitera- 
tive verse.*^ 

The other poet was Sir Gilbert Hay, Cham- 
berlain to Charles the Slsth, King of France, who 
appears to have devoted much of his leisure to trans* 
lations from the works of French authors. He is en- 
titled to notice on aecount of the reeent discovery 
of his unpublished version of the very voluminous, 
but populär metrical French romance of Alexander 
the Great,^ — a translation extending to upwards of 

*^ The Bake of the Howlat or Owl, is preserved in the MSS. of Asloane 
and Bftnnatyne. From the latter MS. it was included in a coUection of 
' Scotish Poems/ edited by John Pinkerton. London: 1792. voL Q, 
dvo. A more accurate text, from the «arlier MS. of Asloane, was print- 
ed as a contribution to the Bannatyne Club. Edin. : 1828. 4to. 

** In the library of the Right Hon. the Earl of Ormelie. The MS. is 
slightly imperfect at the beginning, and evidently appears to have been 
ttanscribed sometime before 1579, from a copy of ' this noble buik,* written 
in 1 499» which was 4>robably also imperfect. Dr George Mackemde, iii 
his Life of Sir Gilbert Hay, describes a MS. then in his possessio», being 
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20,000 lines, and probably completed about the year 
1460. This work is not to be confounded with 
^ the Foray of Gaderis/ and other supplementary 
branches of the romance of Alexander, also transla- 
ted from the French by an anonymous author, in 
1438.*^ 

Nearly eoeval with Holland and Hay, but tunri« 
vors at the close of the fifteenth Century, were two 
poets who have still better claims on our reg^ard. 
One of these was JIobert Henryson, who, during 
the latter portion of his life, aeted as a notary publick, 
and as preceptor in the Benedictine Convent at Dan- 
fermline. To him we are indebted for the beautiful 
pastoral ballad of Robene and Makyne, (the earliest 
of this class of compositions in our language,) and 
for several other poems and fables, which, while 
they breathe a fine strain of morality and poetical sen- 
timent, are enriehed with a freshness and faeility of de* 
scripüon, indicating a clear and aniroated pereeption 
of the beauties of nature.^ 

a trtnslatioD from the Frencli into prose o£ Bonnet*« ' Buke of Armys, or 
the Flour of Batailes/ made by Sir Gilbert Hi^, at the request of Wil- 
liam, Earl of Orkney, at Roslin Castle, ia the year 1456. The fate of 
that MS. 18 not known. 

^ No MS. of this anonymous translation hat been dIscOTered. It was 
printed at Edinburgh by Alezander Atbuthnot about the year löSO ; and 
the only copy of this yolume known to eziit, it in the library of the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Panmure. A reprint of the volume (which ia not quite 
perfect) has been executed for the Members of the Bannatyne Club. 

^ Henryson's Poems and Fables have hitherto been printed only in 
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The otker poet was Henry the blind Minstrel, 
who owes mucb of bis fame to tbe subject of bis 
well-known work, tbe Life and Acts of Sir William 
Wallaee.*' Tbe Minstrel bas referred to tbe * gret 
gestis/ wbicb bad been previously made ^ of tbe gud 
dedis and manbeid' of our ^ illuster and yailzeand cam- 
pioun :' wbat tbese consisted of, cannot now be ascer- 
tained. But it is somewbat singular tbat bis own 
work sbould bave usually been regarded in tbe ligbt 
of an original composition, wbei^ it is evident from 
tbe concluding address, tbat it was, in a great mea- 
sure, a translation from tbe Latin. Tbat tbis metrical 
bistory sbould bave been eminently successful, was 
owing, perbaps mucb less to its poetical merits, tban 
to tbe name of its great and patriotic bero. Even 
tbe frequent extravagance of tbe narrative, wbicb 
partakes more of tbe cbaracter of romantic iiction tban 
is suitable to beroic verse, migbt bave no less contri- 
buted, for upwards of tbree centuries, to its uniiiter- 
rupted and almost unequalled degree of populär 
esteem. 

We now arrive at the reign of James tbe Fourth, a 
period wbicb seems to bave been peculiarly fertile in 

detaclied forma ; but a coUected editioii) in a volume uniform witli the 
present work, is in immediate preparation for the press. 

^' An edition uniform with The Bruce, mentioned in note 40, was 
edited by Dr Jamieson, from a MS. written in 1488. No other MS« has 
yet been discovered ; but some fragments ezist of an edition supposed to 
have come from the press of Walter Chepman before 152(X 



WILLIAM DUNBAR. 45 

productioDS of genius. But with regard to the many 
poets who then flourished, it is remarkable that, wiüi 
the exception of our author and of Gawin Douglas, 
their works have almost wholly perished. Dunbar, in 
his Lament for the Makars, written about 1507, has 
enumerated at least twelve poets, who were his con- 
temporaries, of whose compositions either no remains, 
or only very inconsiderable ones, have been disco- 
vered. Among these were Stobo, Alexander Tndll, 
Sir Mungo Lockhart, Sir John Ross, Quintyne 
Schaw, Patrick Johnstone, the two RowUs, and James 
Affleck.^ We might have concluded that the preser- 
yation of Dunbar's own works was owing to their 
being more admired than those of other poets, were 
it not that both Douglas and Lyndsay speak of Quin- 
tyne and Kennedy in equal »terms of commendation. 
Yet not a single work of Quintyne is known to be 
preserved, while the poems of Kennedy which still 
exist do not display such powers as would Warrant 
the epithet ^ great ' which was attached to his name. 
It must, however, be remembered, that most of our 
native bards have been doomed to a peculiarly hard 
fate ; and that if Dunbar and Douglas have been more 
fortunate in this respect than others, it was only be- 
cause their works were more numerous and import- 
ant; for it will be seen that Quintyne is not the 

^ See tbe notes upon the < Lament for theMakan,' voL L p. 211, and 
tlie * Poems by Dunbar's Contemporaries»' in Tol. iL, for some addi- 
tional particdars regarding tbese poets. 
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only poet whose name Las been recorded, while bis 
works have perished« 

It certainly would not be easy to refer the loss 
which our vemacular literature haa sustaiued to any 
Single cause. It might have proeeeded no less from 
popularity at one time tban from n^lect at another, as 
large impressions of works seem to have been bought 
np, and aetually wom out in the course of frequent 
and extensive perusal.^^ But the literature of a period 
previous to the introduction of printing, must have 
suffered greatly by the burnings and ravages of the 
English forces during the first half of the sixteenth 
Century, as well as by the excesses committed at the 
I period of the Reformation, which it is to be feared 
^ was the main cause of the destruction of monastic 
and other libraries. 

In the case of Dunbar, the reproach to our liter- 
ature in allowing such an author to fall into the 
obscurity which has been alluded to, was in part taken 
away by the selections of his poems from Bannatyne's 
manuscript, which were published successively by 
Allan Ramsay in 1724, and by Lord Halles in 1770. 
In'^availing himself of these selections, Warton, the 
classical historian of English poetry, was enabled, in 

^ Even of voIumeB of considerable bulk, sucli as Henry*a Wallace»^ 
Barbour*8 Bruce, the Romance of Alexander, Rolland's Sevin Sages, and 
his Court of Venus, and the editions of Lyndsay's Works, printed in Scot- 
'land before 1600, no second copies of most of'them are known to be 
preserved. 
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1773, to present an analysis of what was theo consi« 
dered to be the autfaor's three chief productions» and 
by the estimate whicli he formed of bis genius, to ren« 
der Dunbar's name in some degree fiimiliar to the 
English reader. After bis analysis of the Daance, be 
says, ^< I baye been prolix in my citations and ezpla- 
nations of this poem, because I am of opinion tbat the 
imagination of Dunbar is not less suited to satirical 
than sublime allegory ; and tbat be is the first poet 
wbo has appeared with any degree of spirit in this 
way of writing since Piers Plowman. His Thistle and 
Rose, and Golden Targe, are generally and justly men- 
tioned as bis capital works ; but the natural complexion i 
of his genins is of the moral and didactic cast.'*^^ ' 

The subsequent additions made to Dunbar's poems 
by Mr Pinkerton in 1786, from Sir Riehard Mait- 
land's manuscript, presented fresh proofs of the pecu- 
liar richness and copiousness of our Poet's genius« 
This last editor cautions his reader, tbat Warton's, 
estimate ** must not be taken too strictly/' For, as he 
suggests, « the Golden Targeis moral ; and so aremany 
of his smaller pieces ; but humour, description, alle- 
gory, great poetical genius, and a vast wealth^of 
words, all unite to forpi the ^complexion' of Dunbar's 
poetry. He unites in himself, and generally sur- 
passes, the qualities of the chief old English poets ; 
the morals and satire of Langland; Chaucer's hu- 

** Hist. of English Poetry, yol. iL p, 278$ 6vo cdit. vol. iü. p. 109. 
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mour, poetry, and knowledge of life ; the aliegory of 
Gower ; the descripdon of Lydgate. " ^^ Elsewhere he 
adds, that ^^ His short moral pieces have a terseness, 
elegance, and force, only inferior to those of Horace." 

In like manner, a late elegant writef says, ^^ Mr 
Warton, who has bestowed great commendations on 
Dunbar, observes, that his genius is peculiarly ^ of a 
moral and didactic cast;' and it is certainly in such 
pieces that he is most confessedly superior to all who 
preceded, and to nearly all who have foUowed him ; 
but his satires, his allegorical and descriptive poetry, 
and his tales, are all admirable, and füll of fancy and 
originality." ** 

This is high praise, but it is supported by the 
opinion of other eminent writers/' Sir Walter Scott, 
in particular, with that liberality of sentiment which 
so well became a distinguished author, on several 
öccasions expressed his admiration of our old * Ma- 
kar.' ^^ This darling of the Scottish Muses (he ob- 
serves) has been justly raised to a level with Chaucer 
by every judge of poetry, to whom his obsolete 
language has not rendered him unintelligible. In 
brilliancy of fancy, in force of description, in the 
power of conveying moral precepts with terseness, 

^^ Ancient Scottisli Poems, &c. vol. i. p. zciv. 

^* £lliB*s Specimens of the Early Englisli Poets, vol. i. p. 377. 

'^ AmoDg tliese may be mentioned Mr Malcolm Laing, (in his con* 
tinuation of Dr Henryks History,) Dr Irving, Mr Gilchrist, Rev. Dr Notty 
Mr T. Campbell, Dr Drake, and Mr Fräser Tytier. 
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and marking lessons of life with oonciseneBS and 
energy, in quickness of satire, and in poignancy of 
kumour, the Nortkem Makar may boldly aspire to 
rival tke Bard of Woo(fstock. In tke patketic, Dun- 
bar is Cbaucer^s inferior, and, acoordingly, in most of 
kis pieces ke ratker wiskes to instriict tke understand- 
ing, or to amuse tke fancy, tkan to affect tke keart." ^ 
Elsewkere ke says, ^* Dunbar, tke Scottisk Ckaucer, 
appeared at Court, witk a power botk of keroie and 
kumorous poetry no way unwortky tke Bard of 
Woodstock. " And again, ^< Tke genius of Dunbar 
and Gawain Douglas alone is sufficient to iUuminate 
wkole centuries of ignorance."** 

In instituting a comparison of our autkor witk 
tke fatker of Englisk poetry, we cannot assert tkat 
ke kas left us suck a gorgeous piece of colouring, 
blended witk suck fine touckes of patketie and natu- 
ral sentiment, as tke * Knigktes Tale, ' far less tkat 
ke kas produeed any tking as a wkole to be placed 
in competition witk tke Prologue to tke Canterbury 
Tales, wkick, in its vivid description of tke persons 
brougkt togetker in pilgrimage to tke skrine of Tko- 
mas of Becket, presents suck a grapbic picture of 
Englisk life and mannen as never kas been surpassed. 
Yet in all tke essential ckaracteristics of Ckaucer's 

^ Memoin of George Bannatyne, p. 14, Edin. 1829» 4to.^a ▼olume 
printed £Dr the Memben of the Bannatyne Qah. 

^ History of Scotland, (Lardner'g Cyclopgedia,) vol. i. pp. 333 and 
351. 

VOL. I. d 
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genias, Dunbar will not shrink from comparison*^^ 
With perbaps higber inventive powers, and greater 
terseness of style, be bas exbibited tbe samc discrimi- 
nation of cbaracter, derived from acute and extensive 
Observation, tbe same rieb vein of bumour, and clear 
pereeption of tbe ludicrous, witb eqüal picturesque- 
nessoflanguageandimagery. 

Of Dunbar's immediate contemporaries, tbere is no 
one wbo bas left us sufficient evidence of tbe extent 
or fertility of bis genius, to be placed in any point of 
comparison witb our autbor. Gawin Douglas,^'' 
Bisbop of Dunkeid, is indeed a poet of a bigb order, 
but be bas displayed neitber tbe versatility nor tbe 
original powers of Dunbar. In tbe former we find 
laboured and bigb-wrougbt descriptions, in place of 

'^ '' It is evident (sayt Dr Drake) tliat a nnion of talents of tbu wide 
ränge must necesaarily be of rare occurrence ; nor can we wonder tbat a 
Century sliould elapae before a poet in any high degree approaching the 
genins of Chaucer made his appearance in this island. Not, indeed, nntil 
DuNBAK aroee in the sister kingdom, had we another instanoe of the 
combination of first-rate abiiitiea for hnmour and oomic painting, with an 
equally powerful command over the higher regions of fiction and Imagina- 
tion." — Momings in Spring, vol. ii. p. 5. 

^ A complete and uniform edition of Douglas's w.orka would undoubt- 
edly be a desiraUe publication. Probably the best MS. of his celebrated 
translation of Virgil, ia one preserved in Trinity College Library, Cam- 
bridge, and which haa never been collated. It waa written, I ahonld aup- 
poae, about 1525, and haa the antograph of " Johannea Daneylaton, 
Rector a Dyaert," and is said to have been ** the firat correk coppy nixt 
efter the tranalacioun wry tin be maater Matho Geddea, acribe or writar to 
the Tranalatar."-— (MSS. Gale, O. 3. 12.) 
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that yividness of representation which Dunbar pro- 
duces by a few masterly touches; the fancy and 
leaming^ of Douglas having been more exercised in 
allegorical abstractions, and dassical allusions, than 
in attempting to produce actual sketches of human 
life and character. Some striking compositions of this 
age are unfortunately anonymous, as it would have 
conferred honour upon any poet to have been the 
ascertained author of such a poem as the Freii^ of 
Berwick, which is usually ascribed to Dunbar.'^ 

With one exception, the poets of the reign of James 
the Fifth made no very important additions to the 
stock of our vernacular literature* Sir David Lynd- 
SAY, to whom our allusion applies, was assuredly en- 
titled to no ordinary praise, whatever regret we may 
feel for the occasional coarseness and vulgarity which 
disfigure his verses. It was not tili a mature period 
of life that he commepced his career as an author — 
his earliest work being written.in 1529. He enjoy- 
ed the King's special protection, which was fortunate 
for him, as the piain homeliness of his style, together 

" See it inserted in toL ii. p. 3, and tbe Notes. Among other ano> 
nymous productions of the tarne period, deaerving of notioe, maf be inen- 
tioned, — '' Qariodni» a Metrical Romanoe/' printed for tbe Memben of 
the Maitland piub. Edin. 1830. 4to. '< The Büke of tbe CbeM,'» 
printed at the Auchinleck PresSi by the late Sir Alexander Boewell, from 
Asloane*s MS., 1 81 8. 4to. " The Tailia of the Thrie Preists of Peblis ;" 
and " The Muming Maiden." Roth reprinted in <* Early Metrical Tales ;** 
Edin. 1826. 12mo. And ** the Büke of the Serin Sages^** a Tersion 
hitherto unprinted. 
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with the boldy open, and uncompromising tone, by 
which he was so eminently qualified for the task of 
exposing the prevailing abuses, whether in church or 
State, could not &il to raise against him many ene- 
mies. This familiarity and freedom of expression, 
which rendered his verses iiitelligible to the lower 
classes, contrasts well with his strong and pointed 
Satire, and might have contributed at the time as well 
to the eiScaey of his writings, as to their extensive 
and long-continued popularity.^^ 

The poetical writers of the subsequent reigns were 
altogether an inferior race in point of talent, while 
such of those of the seventeenth Century, who are 
entitled to particular notice, belong to the class of 
English poets, having nothing of the tone and charac- 
ter peculiar to the Scotish Muse. 

Nearer our own time, the poet of all others in the 
higher walks of genius, with whom Dunbar might be 
best compared, was R9B£rt Burns.^ Although the 

"* The only oomplete edition of Lyndsay*« Works is tlutt edited by the 
late Mr Ghalmen. Lond. 1806. 3 toIb. 8^0. 

. ^ Such a comparisonhas, in fact, been ably drawn by Dr Drake, in an 
essay, entitled, " Chaucer, Dunbar, and Burns compared.*' — ** Where 
shall we find such another concentration of varied talent, such a blending 
of Satire and humour and characteristie delineation, with the higher fiiu- 
culties subservient to passion, imagination, and \ofty des^ption, as we 
have just pointed out in the instances of CShaucer and Dunbar ? Where, I 
will venture to reply, but in the person of Burns ? who, it may safely be 
asserted, has rivalled those poets in humour, description, and moral satire, 
and even siirpassed them in the pathetic, the terrible, and sublime." — 
Momings in Springt vol. ii. p. 1^^ 
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litde we possess by Burns, of what might be termed 
pure invention — ^his Tarn o' Shanter, for instance — 
is truly admirable, for expressive personation and al* 
legorical imagery (agreeably to tbe taste and man- 
ners of bis ^e), Dunbar was certainly preeminent. 
For strength of satire, ricbness of humour^ vivid de-* 
scription of external nature, and charaeteristie deli- 
neatioBS of life and manners, it would be difficult to 
say which of these poets is entitled to the highest 
praise. Most of Burns's pieces are essentially lyrical 
— a style of writing which must be deemed of a less 
ancient date than the era of the eider poet, who, not« 
withstanding, is not less remarkable for ease and har- 
mony of versification. This form of composition 
might perhaps have led Burns to the habitual expres- 
sion of intense and varied feeling, wherein he greatly 
exceeded, not only Dunbar, but almost every other 
poet, whether of ancient or of modern times.^ 

• 

^^ Bat as in extent of geniiUy lo in their fate, tlie two Scotish poets 
miglit not be unaptly corapared. Dunbar *8 fame was establislied before 
be bad been brougbt into immediate connexion witb tbe court of Holy- 
rood ; and it is impossible to say bow far tbe idleness and frirolity of 
sncb a mode of life, and bis continued dependenoe upon royal farour, wbicb 
be migbt bave feit as a kind of degradation, must bave witbdrawn bis mind 
from bigber and more noble ezertions. It is far more certain, tbat tbe dis- 
tinction and public notoriety attendant upon Bums's first visit to tbe me- 
tropolis, was any tbing but fortunate eitber for bis personal bappiness, or as 
a spur to bis genius. In bis earliest volume, publisbed before tbat event, 
we find several — nearly all — of Ina finest compositions, displaying so mucb 
natural purity of taste, and vigour of conception, tbat it migbt bave been 
well for bim bad circomstances never raised bim beyond bis original spbere 
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. The seDtiinents, already quoted, of persons so well 
qiialified to pronounce on the merits of our earlier 
writers, ought to render any thing like mimite and 
detailed criticisin} in regard to the general character 
of Dunbar as a poet, superfluous. But it will be 
proper now to consider how far his acknowledged 
compositions may be supposed to bear upon bis moral 
character. From the entire ignorance which has pre- 
vailed conceming his personal history^ and his own 
unceasing supplications to James the Fourth for a 
benefice, it has been rashly coneluded that such pre- 
ferment was withheld in consequence ofmoral disqua- 
lification. It cannot be with truth asserted that Dun- 
bar has, on every occasion, kept his muse within the 
bounds of decency and propriety— or that he has al- 
ways exhibited himself in a light consistent with our 
notions of what was becoming his profession of the 
priesthood — yet the freedom and levity displayed in 
some of his versesi was not likely to prejudice the 
mind of such a monarch as James the Fourth against 
the author ; and preferment to the highest dignities 

of life. And wbat was tlie result ? He was flattered for a time by persons 
of wealth and £isliion — ^he was courted, or rather seduced, by individuals 
wliolly undeserving of bis familiarity, into idle and dissipated habits — and 
at lengtby bis bigb and manly spirit was bowed down by tbe necessity of 
acceptlng an inadequate> and, in bis own estimation, a degrading Situation. 
It may, boweyer, be questioned wbetber, in tbe neglect wbicb bas obscn- 
red Dunbar's personal bistory, be bas not been tbus more fortunate tban 
Bums, in escaping tbe ezposure and exaggeration of every failing, as if tbere 
were a gratification ezperienced in degrading tbe memory of tbe dead. 
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in the Clmrch, was not the reward either of personal 
fitness or of purity of conduct Accordingly, such ad» 
missions do not necessarily infer, on the part of Don« 
bar, an abandonment of all moral restraint, but rather 
a Charge of depraved taste ; for we ought to distinguish 
between the actual conduct of the Poet, and bis deli« 
neations of the passions and actions of others. In this 
point of view, candour must allow, that Dunbdr's faults 
were rather those of the age, than of the individual ; 
nor should he be singled out as peculiarly deserving 
of r^probation for faults which he had in common with 
others, perhaps even to a much smaller exten t. By 
far the coarsest of his productions is the Flyting; 
yet there is every reason to believe that the equal 
share which Kennedy had in this poetical contest, and 
in which he at least rivals Dunbar for scurrility, had 
no effect whatever in lowering his own character, or 
in preventing him from obtaining preferment in the 
church* Hence, as we ought not to judge of the man- 
ners of Dunbar's age by our own, it would be mani- 
festly unjust were we to sit in judgment upon him 
by the same Standard of morality to which we our- 
selves may be subjected. 

Tortunately, there is no necessity to undertake a 
defence of our Author for merely presumed inconsis- 
tencies of conduct. All we know respecting his mode 
of life is derived from his own writings, and these fur- 
nish US with no substantial proofs wherewith to im- 
peach his moral character. But some apology may be 
deemed requisite for the publication of his coarser 
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pieces, wherein will be found the occasional violations 
of decency and good taste to which we have alluded. 
Had the present Editor consulted bis own ineUnä- 
tioD, be would bave made occasional retrencbments ; 
but tbe appearance of suob a castigated edition migbt 
bave excited notions far more prejudicial to tbe Poef s 
reputation tban is likely to attend tbe actual produc- 
tion of tbe most objectionable passages. Dunbar is 
in no respects so outrageously offensive as Cbaucer. 
He is even far less offensive tban Lyndsay, and otbers 
of a later age, wbo professed a purer faitb, and were 
instrumental in overtbrowing tbe altars of Popery« 

Of all Dimbar's poems, tbe tale of tbe Twb. Mar- 
yit Wemen and tbe Wedo, i» most liable to tbe 
cbarge of immodest description. Tbe poet pretends 
to overbear tbree feiiiales, wbo are seated in a green 
arbour, drinking rieb wines, wbile tbey relate to eacb 
otber tbeir experience of a married life. Tbis tbey 
do witb all possible freedom, and (as Dr Irving re- 
marks) ^'tbe sentiments wbicb tbey utter, are as 
profligate as can w^U be imagined. It is to be boped 
(be adds) tbat Dunbar did not intend tbis as a general 
representation of tbe ladies of bis own age and nation.'^ 
Tbis tale is evidently an early production, and one of 
tbe few of bis works in wbicb we trace direct imita- 
tion, as be nmst bave bad in bis eye Chaucer's Pro- 
logiie to tbe Wife of Batbe's tale. As tbe Scotisb 
poet presents in it a singular picture of life and man- 
ners, interspersed witb some beautiful sketcbes of 
seenery, we migbt regret tbat be sbould bave adopt- 
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ed an antiquated style» were it not that the subject of 
the poem is best veiled in such obscurity. Another 
poem, whieh has occasioned much of the outcry raised 
against him, is an address to the Queen, in which 
he exposes the licentious conduet of some of her ser- 
vitonrs on the eve of Lent ; indicating very plainly 
the coarse manners of the age, which could admit of 
such language being submitted to a personage so ex* 
alted. N0W9 it is obvious, that the poet never would 
have presumed to write in such a strain, had it been 
deemed at the time so peculiarly offensive ; and this 
poem only fumishes an additional proof that females, 
even of the highest rank, at that time, were not re- 
markable for that sensitive delicacy which belongs 
to a more refined state of society. Several of his 
other effusions are mere pleasantries, flowing from 
a mind alive to the peculiarities of character and 
Situation presented to his view by individuals well 
known at court, and written without any design of 
gratify ing a spirit of malevolence. Such are his verses 
on James Doig, his Testament of Andrew Kennedy, 
his allusions to the King's amours, his ballad of the 
Freir of Tungland, and his Dance in the Queen's 
Chamber. In this Dance he scruples not to hold him- 
seif up to ridicule, by representing himself ^^ dancing in 
no very decorous attitude, and as the avowed lover of 
Mistress Musgraif, one of the Queen's ladies of ho- 

^ Of Danbar*8 personal appearance, no kind of descriptlon has been 
preserved ; nor is any portrait of him known to be in existence. I liave 
also searclied in vain to discover some specixnen of the Poet*s handwritiog. 
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nour, wfao had come in her train from England. But 
no person, in delineating Dunbar's character from his 
own writings, would be so absurd as to imagine that he 
meant to avow himself chargeable with all, or even a 
tithe of the enormities, eontained in his Table of Con- 
fession ; which is a mere modus can/Uendiy intended, 
according to the forms of the Romish ritual, to suggest 
to every elass of penitents, the particular points ap- 
plicable to each individual ease in confession. The 
Flyting with Kennedy, though now the most ob- 
seure of all his poems, was probably one of the most 
populär, and met with several imitators during the 
sixteenth Century.^ But the delicate reader need 
fear no great contamination from its perusal, for while 
it exhibits a remarkable proof of the copiousness and 
fertility of our language in scurrilous and sarcastie 
epithets, it requires more than ordinary skill to be 
fully sensible of the caustic nature of its raillery. His 
Tournament of the Soutar and Tailor, is also a very 
coarse, but it is likewise a highly ludicrous picture« It 
is, however, a pleasure to turn from such a species of 
vituperative amusement, to consider the grave reflec- 
tive cast of his moral and devotional poems ; nor wiU 
the reader among these forbear (in the words of an 
elegant writer) ^to admire the sweet moral pathos 
which has given'an undying charm to the beautifui 
stanzas on Winter.'^ 

It has been supposed that the pageants and inter- 

"' See Notes upon the FJyiing, in vol. ii. 
** Drake*8 Morniogs in Spring, yol. ii. p. 8» 
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ludes of that age must have quickened Dnnbar's in* 
yention in forming bis grotesque groups — but we 
might enquire who were the writers of such pageants 
and interlades ? Dunbar bimself informs us that he 
was in tbe constant habit of exercising bis fancy in such 
compositions, — altbongb tbe exact nature of these 
plays and interludes cannot be well ascertained, as pro* 
bably few, if any, of tbem now exist. Tbey migbt be 
sbort compositions, eitber for recitation, like * tbe 
Droicbis part of tbe play,'^ or, written in dialogue, for 
a species of acting during tbe intervals of dancing, or in 
tbe disguisings, witb tbe exbibition of wbicb tbe Scot- 
isb monarcb seems to bave been deligbted. One of 
tbe most striking features, at least, of Dunbar's ge- 
nius, is bis power of allegorical invention. Tbe old 
poets carried tbis species of composition to excess, 
almost every tbing being conveyed in tbe form of ab- 
stract or moral personification, witb a prolixity not 
adapted to compensate for tbe want of interest in sucb 
cold and fanciful abstractions. In tbe Goldyn Terge, 
Dunbar's most elaborate work of tbe kind, tbe poet 

^ This Singular poemi in which tlie Genius of Wealth is represented 
as a pigmy or dwarf, boasting, howeTer, of his great prowess and strength, 
althougli now ' cryned ' in througli age, undoubtedly belongs to tbe reign 
of James IV. It is written in tbe same measure witb tbe ballad of tbe 
Freir of Tangland, and it migbt bare been induded in tbe class of ' Poems 
attributed to Danbar.* Having printed it, boweyer, in a previous collec- 
tion, C Select Remains," &c., 1822, 4to,) wbicb it is contemplated to 
lepublisb uniform witb tbe present work, it bas not been inserted in tbese 
Yolumes. 
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has presented a &vourable and striking spedmen of 
this style of writing, the characters who are attendants 
on Lady Beauty, being not incongruous n^ith the per- 
sonages of heathen mythology who are introdueed, 
while the verses display the greatest richness of de- 
scription and imagery. It is, notwithstanding, to be 
regretted, that Dtinbar and other contemporary poets 
should have shown such a marked predilection for al- 
legory, instead of cultivating more assiduously the 
narrative style of composition, whieh admitted of vivid 
and spirited delineations of individual character being 
blended with scenes drawn from familiär life,— such, 
for instance, as we find in the admirably managed tale 
of the Freirs of Berwick. ^ 

In conclusiön it may be observed, that we ought 
perhaps to consider those works of Dunbar which 
have been preserved, more as manifestations of what 
the author was capable of producing, than as present« 
ing to US the füll and matured fruits of his genius. It 
cannot fail to strike the reftder how great a proportion 
of his poems are of a mere temporary nature, refer- 
ring to passing events of no permanent interest, or 
to cireumstances of no further importahce, except as 
illustrations of his own personal fortunes. Whether 
the poet ever applied himself to any great achieve- 
ment in the walks of literature, cannot be ascertain- 
ed ; but we can easily eonceive that some, if not many 
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of his more valaable productions, might have shared 

the destructive fate which has deprived us of so much 

of the coeval literature. Yet although we have no 

power to 

call up him wbo left half-told 

The Story of Gambuscan bold, 

there is a possibility that some additional fragments 
of Chepman's press, or some neglected manuscript 
collection may yet be discovered, that will increase 
our present Btores. The zeal of our early coUectors, 
unfortunately, was not regulated by the taste and 
judgment of later tmies ; and while such poems as the 
Flyting and the Tournament are preserved in various 
fonns, the Thrissil and Rois, the Queen's Reception 
at Aberdeen, and the Satire on Edinburgh, have seve- 
rally been discovered in single manuseripts ; and the 
Welcome to Lord Aubigny on his arrival in Scotland, 
exists only in a mutUated printed form. 

We need, however, no proofs in addition to what 
are furnished by the poems in this volume, to show 
that Dunbar possessed in no common degree, one pe- 
culiar and distinguishing characteristic of every great 
poet,— a certain transparency or purity of language, 
which at once conveys to the mind of the reader the 
exact image or conception that is intended, and which 
implies energetic brevity of expression. These poems, 
also, afford a striking proof of the singular variety 
and diversified nature of our author's compositions, 
evincing that his genius was of no ordinary kind. 
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When we reflect, therefore, on tlie greatness and 
variety of Daobar'g powers, it is impossible to divine 
wliat such a mind as bis, under farourable circum- 
stances, was capable of producing. He wbo could, 
with tbe view of enlirening the sports of Holyrood, 
produce such a living picture as the Dance of the 
Seven Deadly SIds, — and then pasa, witbout efFor^ 
to conjure up in the infernal regions an exhibition 
of such broad and coarse bumour as tbe mock-tourna- 
ment between a Tailor and a Soutar, migbt truly be 
regarded as a poet^ whose imagination was capable 
of any effort whatever: — at one time, revelling un- 
controlled in the fields of allegory; — upon other oc- 
casions rising from some bomely exhibirion of the or- 
dinary erentsoflife, andreachingeven * the brightest 
heaven of invention.' 
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NOTICES OF THE DUNBARS OF BEILL, 
DÜRING THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

OSPATRICK, EwI of Northumberland. 
maternal grandson of Etbelred, King of 
England, settled in Scotland küter the 
Norman Conqnest. Ah atated in the 
Memoic of tbe Poet, (p. 6,) he wa« die 
uiceator of the Earls op Dumbar and 
Mabch. In tracing tbe detcent of tbat aDcient and very 
powerfol fiainily, onr Peerage writen, Crawfnrd, Dooglas, 
and Wood, have Taried in «everal particnlare ; and consi- 
derable difficnUjr occora in auch an tnvestigadon, owing to 
the peraong in sncceasion heing often of the same Christian 
name, and not safficiently distiognisbed in tbe Charters of 
the ISth and 14th centnties. In collecting some detached 
noticea of a particnlar brauch of thst family, daring tbe 
15tb Century, it may be anfficient to obserre tbat, 

Geobge, Tentb Bari of Dunbar «nd March, married 
Christian, danghter of Sir William Selon, and died in 1430, 
aged tipwarda of 82. In a charter, 20, Rob. III. (1392) 
Wawan, Colin, Patrick, and John, are mentioned as brotbers 
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of George^ afterwards Ele^enth Earl. There was also a 
yoaDgerbrotber, Sir David^ who was slain at Perth in 1437. 
The eldest son, George, Eleventh Earl, was attainted in Jan. 
1434, after which, along with bis son Patrick, be retired to 
England ; whose descendants, depriyed of tbeir titles and he- 
reditary possessions, existed for a time in comparatiye obscn- 
rity, wben contrasted witb tbe former splendonr of tbe family. 

SiR Patrick Dunbar of Beill, mentioned in tbe 
cbarter 1392, was fonrtb son of George, tentb Earl. He was 
taken prisoner at tbe batde of Homildon, 1402 ; was one of 
tbe bostages for King James the First, 1424 ; married pre- 
yious to 1426, wben a safe-conduct was granted to bis wife 
and four servants to repair to bim in tbe Tower of London ; 
and was appointed ambassador to England in 1429. Two 
cbarters of Geo. de Dunbar, Earl of Marcb, granted to Sir 
Patrick Danbar of Biel, of several lands'in Berwicksbire, 
were confirmed, April 24, 1452, by King James tbe Second. 
(Reg. Magni Sig. IV. 236.) 

George, Walter, and William Dunbar, are de- 
scribed as sons of < Patrick of Dnnbar of Bele^' in an original 
cbarter or Obligation by George of Danbar, Earl of Marcb, 
to Robert of Levingston, bargess of Lytbgow, dated Aagast 
10^ 1440. To anotber deed, (being a resignation of tbe lands 
of Middle Binning, Linlitbgowsbire,) dated Jaly 3, 1440, 
Tbe same William Danbar appears as a witness tbus: 
* Magistro Willielmo de Danbar.' (Tbe original deeds are 
preserved in tbe cbarter cbest of tbe Earl of Rosebery, 
according to Information communicated by John Riddell, 
Esq. Advocate.) 
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David Dunbar of Belb, who is «tyled << air to nm- 
quhile Alexander Danbar of Bele^ his brother," and << Anna- 
bella Bold, spous of uroqnhill Patrik Danbar, brother of the 
Said amqahile Alezander,!' are mentioned in a law proceed* 
ing regarding part of the landa of Mersinton in Berwick- 
shire, Oct. 10, 1488. (Acta Aaditomm, p. 114.) 

Hugo de Dunbar de Bele, Sept. 12, 1489 ; in tbefol* 
lowing charter : " 164. Rex concessit armigero sao Roberto 
Lander de Edringtoone et faeredibns snis — ^temu de Bele-— 
Jobnesclewche, — et le Clyntis,— cum tnni, fortUicio et 
molendino de Bele,— -in baronia de Dnnbar, infra conatabn- 
lariam de Hadingtoane, et vic. de Edinbnrghe ; — ^necnon 
terrae et molendinnm de MeTsintonne,— cum anperiore et 
inferiore toftia et pertinen. eanmdem, infra yic« de Berwik: 
— quas Hngo de Dnnbar de Bele resignavit.'' (Reg. Magni 

Sig.) 



'SmSii 



APPENDIX.— NO. II. 



NÖTIGES OF WILLIAM DUNBAR, 

FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF SCOTLAND. 



PRIVY SEAL REGISTER, Vol. ii. fol. 9. 

1500. A Lettre maid to Maifler Williame Duobar of 
Aug. 15« the gift of ten ti. of penfioune to be pait to him 

of our Souerane Lordis cofferis, be the Tbe- 
grcUis, faurare» for al tbe dais of blB life, or quhil be 
be promovit be eure Souerane Lord to a bene- 
fice of xl li or abone, &c. de data, xv*^ Augnflj, 
et regni Regis xüj, [ 1500.] Per Signaturam« 

• 

ACCOUNTS OF THE LORD HIGH TREASÜRER. 

1501. Item, to Maifler William Dunbar in bis penfioun 
May 23. of Mertymes bipafl, be command of ane pre- 

cept, . . • • . . Tti« 
Jnly 20. Item, to Maister William Dunbar, bis penfioun of 
tbe Witfonday terme bipafi, be command of 
ane precept, • . . • ▼ ti. 

Dec. 20. Item, to Maifler William Dunbar, qubilk was 
payit to him efter he com furth of Ing- 
land, . . . . . . vti. 

1502. Item, to Maister William Dnnbar, fic like, [bis 
July 9. penfioun of Witfonday terme bipafi;,] v li. 
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1502. Item, to Maiiler William Danbar» his penfionn 
Nov. 12. of the iaid terme of Mertymes, . t ti. 

1503. Item, to Maifter William Danbar, his half 3eris 
June 14. penfionn of the faid terme [of Witfonday 

last], vlL 

Nov. 12. Item, to Maifler William Dnubar, his penfionn 

of Mertymes üc lyke, . . . tu. 

1503-4. Item, the xvij day of March, to the Kingis of- 

March 17. ferand at Maifler William Danbar's first mes, 

Yij fr. er. • . . dm. luj ii. xviijs. 

1504. Item, to Makler William Dimbar, his penfioim 
May 28. fic like, [of the terme of Witfonday bipaft,] y ti. 
Nov. 12. Item, to Maifler Danbar, his penfioon ficlike, 

[of the terme of Mertymes bipail,] t ti« 

1505. Item, to Maifler William Danbar, his penfionn 
May 4. ficlike, [of the terme of Witsonday,] y ti. 

Aag. 11. Item, to Maifler William Dnnbar, he the Kingis 
command, zlijs. 

Noy. 11. Item, to Maifler William Danbar, his penfionn 
of Mertymes . . . . y ti. 

1505-6. Item, to Maifler William Dnnbar^ be the Kingis 

Jac. 27. command, for cans he wantit his gönn at 

3ale, . . . • . yti« 

1506. Item, to Maifler William Danbar, his penfionn 
Jane 2. of terme forefaid, [of Witfonday, J yti. 
Aag. 11. Item, to Maifler William Dimbar, be the Kingis 

command, y ti. 

Nov. 12. Item, to Maifler William Danbar, bis penfioan of 

the faid terme [of Mertymes] , . y ti. 
1506-7. Item, to Maifler William Dnnbar, in recompen- 
Jan. 4. fation for his gönn, • . . y ti. 

1507. Item, to Maifler William Dunbar, his half 3eriB 
May 23. penfioan of the said terme [ of Witfonday] , y ti. 
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1507. Item, to Maifler William Danbar, bis penfioun of 
Nov. 12. the faid terme [of Mertymes], • x ii. 

& new ekit. 
1507- 8. Item, to Maiiler William Dunbar, be tbe Kingis 
Marcb 15. command, v ti. . 

1508. Item, to Maiüer William Dunbar, bis penfioun 
Jone 15. of tbe faid terme [of Witfonday], • xti. 

26. Item, tbe xxij day of Jmiij, to Maifler William 
Dunbar, be tbe Kingis command, iij ti* x s. 

• 

2%e Treasurers Accounts from August 1508 to August 
1511, have not been preserved. 

PRIVY SEAL -REGISTER, Vol. iv. foL 80. 

1510. A Lettre maid to Maifler William Dunbar, of tbe 
Aug. 26. gift of ane 3eirly penfioun of iiij" [four-score} 
ti. to be pait to bim at Mertymes and Witfon- 
gratis. day of tbe Kingis cofferis, be tbe TbeAiurar tbat 
now is, and beis for.tbe tyme, or qubill be be 
promouit to [ane] benefice of j^ [one bun- 
dred J ti. or abone, &c. ; witb command to tbe 
faid Tbefaurar to pay tbe famyn, and to tbe 
Auditouris of cbekker to alloiv, &c. At Edin- 
burgh tbe xxTJ day of Augufl tbe 3ere forfaid 
[anno regni Regis zxiij, 1510.] 

Per Signaturam. 

ACCOUNTS OF THE LORD HIGH TREASURER. 

1511, Nov. ) Item, to Maifler William Dunbar takand 

1512, May, j termlie fourtj ti. of Martimes and Wit- 

foudaylafl, . . . Sm. Ixxx ti. 
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1511-12. Item, to Maifter William DiinW, for his 3n1e 
Jan. 23. leveray, tj elnis ane qnartar Parife blak to be 

hyme ane gowne» piice ein xl i. Sm« xij ti. x i. 
Item, allowitto the faid* Maifter William, attoar 

bis leveray was tane at 3iile in anno V^'zj. 

[151 1], T.qnartaris scarlete, price iij ti.ij i. vj d. 

1512. Item, tbe xxiiij day of December^ to Maister 
Dec. 24. William Danbar bis Mertymes fee, be the 

Kingis command, • . . xl ti. 

1513. Item, the first day of Aprile, to Maifter William 
April 1. Danbar, xlij s. 

14. Item, the xiüj day of Aprile, ge?in to Maifter 

William Danbar, . . . xlij s. 

May 14. Item, the xiüj day of Maij, to Maifter William 

Danbar in his penfioan, . . Ivj s. 

The Trecmirer's AccourUg^ from Aug, 8, 1513, to June^ 
1515, have not been preserved. In tkose of a subtequent 
datey Dunbars name does not appear. 
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THE THRISSILL AND THE ROIS. 



QuHEN Merch wes with variand windis pafl» 
And Appryü had, with lur filver fchouris, ' 

Tane leif at Nalure wilh ane Orient blaft. 
And lufty May, that muddir is oifiourvy 
Had maid tfae birdis to begyn thair honria 5 

Amang th^ tendir odonria reid and qnbyt, 

Quhois annony to heir it wea ddyt : 

In bed at morrow, fleiping aa I lay, 
Me thocbt Aurora, with hir criftall ene, 

In at the window lukit by the day, 10 

And haliit me, with vifage paiU and grene ; 
On qnhois band a lark fang fro the fplene, 

Awalk, Inyaris, out of yonr flomering, 

S6 how the lüfty morrow doia up ipring. 

Me thocht frefche May befoir my bed up finde, 1& 
In weid depaynt of mony diverfs hew, 

Sobir, benyng, and füll of manfnetude. 
In brycht atteir of flouris forgit new, 
Herinly of color, ^[ph{^ reid, broun, and blew, 

Balmit in dew, and gilt with Phebus bemys ; 20 

Quhyll all the honfe illumynit of hir lemys. 
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Slngirdy fcho faid, awalk annone for fchame, 
And in my honoor fom thing tbow go wryt ; 

The lark lies done the mirry day prodame, 

To raife np luvarig with confort an d delyt ; 2 5 
Yit nocht increffis thy curage to indyt, 

Quliois hairt fum tyme hes glaid and blisfull bene^ 

Sangig to mak uadir ike levis greneb 

QnKairto, qnoth I, fidl I np rjrfe it morrow, 
For in tkis May few birdis b«rd I fing ; SO 

Thai half moir canfe to weip and plane tfaair forrow ; 
Thy air it ia nodit holfum nor benyng ; 
Lord Eolns dois in thy feßaae ring : 

So bufteoQS are the blaflis of bis home, 

Amang thy bewis to walk I half forboniew S5 

With that this Lady fobirly did finyle» 
And iatdy Upryfe, aad do thy obfervaaee; 

Tbow did promyt, in Mayis Ii^y qnhyle, 
For to difcryre the Rois of moft pleiance. 
Go f6 the birdis kow thay fing and dance, 40 

Illumynit eure with Orient skyis brychty 

Aimamyllit richely with sew afilre lycht. 

Qnhen this wes faidi departit fdio, this Qa^eme, 
And enterit in a IvHy gairding gent ; 

And than ne tbodit, hü heftely befienei 45 

In ferk and nuuitill [eftir hir] I weat 
In to this gKtthf maft dnke and nddent, 
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Off herb and flonr» «nd tendir pbntis ikmi. 
And grene leTit doing of dew doaii flrät 

The puipour föne» with tendir bem^rt reid» 50 

In Orient hricht ai angell did appeir» 

Throw goldin ikyis pntting up hii heid, 
Qohois gilt treffis fehone fo wondir oleir» 
That all the world toke confort» fer and neir» , 

To luke npone hls firefche and UisfoU faee» 55 

Doing all iable fro the haTynnia chaoo» 

And ae the Uiifidl fonne of eherarehy 
The fawlis fong throw eonfbri of the licht; 

The birdis did with oppin Tocis cry, 

O lararit toy away thow dnlly nycht, 90 

And welcam day that Confortid erery wieht ; 

Haill May, h^ flora, haill Anrora fohene, 

Haill princee Natnre» haill Venu« lovia quene» 

Dame Natnre gaif ane inhibitiona thair 
To ferffl l^eptmiusy and Eolus the bawld» 65 

Nocht to perturb the wattir nor the air, 
And that no fohourifl [fnell] nor bhifUs cawld 
Efiray fnld flonris nor fowüs on the fold : 

Scho bad eik Juno, goddea of the fty, 

That fcho the herin fuld keip amene and dry, 70 

Scho ordand eik that every bird and beUi 
Befoir hir Hienes fnld aanone compeir. 



6 THE THRISSILL AND THE ROI6. 



And erery Howt of rertew» moft and leift» 
And erery lierb be feOd fer and neir, 
As thay had wont in May, fro yeir to yeir, 75 
To hir thair makar to mak obediensy 
Fol! law indynnand with all dew roTerens. 

\ With that annone fcho fend the foiyft Ro 
Ta bring in beiftb of all conditionn ; 
The refUes Suallow commandit fcho alfo 80 

To feche all fonll of fmaU and greit renown ; 
And to gar flouris oompeir of all fadbun, 
FnU craftely conjorit fcho the Yarrow, 
Quhilk did furth fwirk als fwift as ony arrow* 

All prefent wer in twynkling of ane 6, 85 

Baith beift, and bird, and flonr^ befoir the Qnene ; 

And firft the Lyone, gretaft of degr^. 
Was callit'thair, and he, moft fair to fene, 
With a fiiU hardy contenance and kene, 

Befoir dame Natnre come^ and did inclyne^ 90 

With yifiige bawld> and oorage leonyne. 

^ This awfull beiil füll terrible wes of cheir, V 
Perfing of Inke, and flont of conntenance, 

Rycht flrong of corpis, of £KfIbun fair, but feir, 
Lufly of fchaip, lycht of delirerancey 95 

Reid of bis cullour, as is the ruby glance ; 

On feild of gold he finde fall mychtely, 

With flour-de-lydis fircnlit luftely. \ 
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US Lady liftit np lug dmrM deir. 

And leit lum. lifUy lene iipone hir laki^ 100 

And crownit kirn with dyademe füll deir, 

Off radyons ftonis, moft ryaü for to fiS ; 

Saying, The King of Beifiui mak I th6, 
And the cheif protector in woddis and fchawig ; 
Onto thy leigis go furtb» and keip the lawis. 105 

Exerce joflice with mercy and oonfcienoe. 
And kt no fmall beift foffir fkaith na fcornis, 

Of greit beiftis that bene of moir pifcence ; 
Do hiw elyk to aipis and nnioomisy 
And lat no bowgle with bis bofteons hornii 110 

The meik pluch-ox oppreiky for all big pryd. 

Bot in the yok go pedable him befyd. 

Qnhen this was iaid, with noyis and foon of joy, 
Ali kynd of beüUs in to thair degr^, 

Atonis cryit, lawd, Vive le Roy, 115 

And tili bis feit feil with bumilit^ ; 
And all tbay maid bim bomege and fewt^ ; 

And be did thame reffitif with princely laitis, 

Qobois noble yre is parcere profiratis. 

Syne crownit fcbo the Egle King of Fowlis, 120 
And as fleill dertis foberpit fcbo bis pennis» 

And bawd bim be als jnfl to awppis and owlis, 
As unto pacokkis^ papingais, or crennis. 
And mak a law for wycbt fowlisand for wrennis ; 
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And lat no fowll 4rf nyjne do efferoy, 12£ 

Nor deToii: liudifl bot bis awin pray* 



Than callit fcho all flooris that grew on feiUy 
Difcimyng' all thair faffionig and effeiris: 

Upone the awfull Thbissil fcho bebeld. 
And faw bim kepit witb a bnfcbe of fpeim ; 130 
Confidering bim fo able for tbe weiiisy 

A radios croon of mbets febo bim gaif^ 

And fiüdy In feild go forth, and fend tbe 



And fen tbow art a King, tbow be difcreit ; 
Herb witbout Tortew tbow bald nocbt of fic pryce 

As berb of vertew, and of odonr foeit ; 
And lat no nettill ryle, and füll of yyce, 
Hir fallow to tbe gudly flour-de-lyce ; 

Nor latt no wyld weid, fall of cburlicbenefsy 

Compair bir tili tbe lilleis nobilnefs : 140 

Nor bald non ndir &onr in üc denty 

As tbe frefcbe RoiSy of cullour reid and qabyt : 

For gife tbow dois> burt is tbyne bonelly ; 
Confiddering tbat no flonr is fo perfyt, 
So füll of yertew, plefans^ and delyt> 145 

So fall of blisfol angeilik bewty, 

Imperiail birtb^ bonour oad dignit^. 

Tban to tbe Rois fcbo tamit bir rifage, 
And üud, O lafty docbtir moft benyng, 
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Aboif the My, iUnilare of lynnagey 150' 

Fro the ftok lyell ryÜBg frefche aad yingf 
Bot ony fpot or macnll doing fpring : 
Come Uowme of joy wtth jemis to be cromidy 
For oure tke l«if thy bewty is renownd. 

A coifily erouii, with darefeid fionia hrydit, 155 
Thts cnmly Qnene did on hir heid indois 

Qiihyll all tlie Isnd üliimynit of the lidit ; 
Qnhairfqir me thooht the floviis did rejots» 
Crying, attonif » HaiU be thow richeft Reis I 

HuUhanliisEmpryceyhaillfrefehefiQaeneofFloiirisy 

To th6 be glory and hononr at all honm. 

Thane all the birdia A>ng.with Toce on hiebt, 
Quhois mirthfull fonn wes menrelus to heir ; 

The mayyis lang, HaiU Rois moft riebe and rieht, 
That dois up floreifs undir Phebus fpeir ; 165 
Haill plant of yowth, haill Princes dochtir deir, 

Haill blofome breking out of the bind royaJl, 

Qohois pretins yertew is imperiall : 

The merle feho fang, Haill Rois of moil delyt, 
Haill of all flouris quene and foyerane : 170 

The lark feho fang, Haill Rois both reid and quhy t, 
Moft plefand flour, of miehty eullouris twane : 
The nyehtingaill fang, Haill Naturis foffiragane, 

In bewty, nnrtonr, and every nobilnefs, 

In riebe array, renown, and gentilnefs. 175 



y 
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The Gommoun roce np ratfe of birdig ünaSl, 
Apon this wyU, O bliffit be the honr 

That tHow wes chofin to be our principall ; 
Welcome to be our Princ^ of honour, 
Our perle, our plefang, and our paramoori 180 

Our peax, our play, our plane felicit^ ; 

Chryil th£ conferf firome all adrerfit^* 

Than all the birdis fong with iic a fehout, 

That I annone awoilk quhair that I laj. 
And with a braid I tumyt me about 185 

To fö this oonrt ; bot all wer went away : 

Then up I lenyt, halfling^s in afiray^ 
And thuB I wret as ye haif hard to-forrow, i 

Off lufty May upone the nynt morrow. 
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Bryoht as the flem of day begouth to fchynei 
Quhen gone to bed war Vefper and haeyne, 

I raife, and by a rofere did me refl ; 
Up fprang the goldyn candiU matatyne, 
With clere deporit bemes criftallyne> 5 

Glading the mery foolis in thair neil ; 

Or Phebiig was in purpur cape reveil - 
Up raife the lark, the heryns menftrale fyne 

In May^ in tili a morow myrthfiilleft. 

Fall angellike thir birdig fang thair houris 10 

Within thair conrtyns grene, in to thair houris, 

Apparalit quhite and red, wyth blomes fuete ; 
Anamalit was the felde wyth all colonrisy 
The perly droppis fchnke in iilvir fchouris ; 

Qohill aU in balme did branch and levis flete 15 

To part fra Phebus, did Aurora grete ; 
Hir criflall teris I faw hyng on the flouris, 

Quhilk he for lufe all drank up with his bete. 

For mirth of May, wyth fkippis and wyth hoppis, 
The birdis fang upon the tender croppis, 20 

With curioufe notis, as Venus chapell derkis : 
The roiis yong, new fpreding of thair knoppis, 
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War powderit brycht with hevinly beriaü droppis^ 
Thron bemes rede, bimyng as mby fperkis ; 
The ikyes rang for fehontyng of the larkig, 25 

The purpnr hevyn onre fcailit in filvir floppis 
Onregilt the treis, branchisy leiris and barkis. 

Donn thron the ryoe a ryyir raa wyth firemys, 
So luftily agayn thai lykand lemyt, 

That all the lake as lamp did lerne of licht, 30 
Qnhilk fchadonit aU abont wyth twynUüng glemis ; 
That bewis bathit war in fecund bemys 

Thron the reflex of Phebns rifage brycht; 

On every fyde the hegeis raife on hiebt, 
The bank was g^ene, the bmke was füll of bremys, 

The flanneris dere as ftemis in frofty nycht. 

ITie criftall air, the fapher firmament, 
The rnby ikyes of the Orient, 

Keft beriall bemes on emeraat bewis grene ; 
The rofy garth depaynt and redolent, 40 

With purpnr, azure, gold, and goulis gent 

Arayed was, by dame Flora the quene. 

So nobily, that joy was for to fene ; 
The roch agayn the ryvir resplendent 

As low enlumynit all the leves schene. 45 

Qnhat thron the mery foulys armony, 
And thron the ryveris fonn that ran me by, 

On Florais mantill I flepit as I lay, 
Qnhare föne in to my dremes &ntafy 
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I faw approdi agayn ike Orient iky, 50 

A faill, als qnhite as bloflUm apoa fpray, 
Wyth merfe of gold, Ij^iyeht at the ftem of day ; 

Qnhilk tendit to the land fall luftUy, 
As fidcoun fvrift defyroiife of bir pray« 

Asd hard on bnrd imto the blomyt medls, 55 

Amang the grene rifpis and the redis, 

Arrivit fAoy qnhar fro anon thare landis 
Ane hnndreth ladyes, lafiy in to wedis. 
Als frefch as iowis that in May np fpredis. 

In kirtillis grene, withoutyn kell or bandis : €0 

Thair brycht hairis hang gletering on the ilrandis 
In treffis clere, wyppit wyth goldyn thredisy 

With pi^pis qnhite, aad mydlis finall as wandis. 

DifcriTe I wald, bot qoho eomd wele endyte 

How all the feldu wyth thair lüies qnhite 65 

Depaynt war bryoht, qnhilk to the hevyn did glete : 
Noncht.thon, Homer, als fair as thon cond wryte, 
For all thiae omale liilis fo perfyte ; 

Nor yit thon, Toflins, qnhois lippis fnete 

Off rethorike did in tili termes flete : 70 

Yonr aureate tongis both bene all to lyte, 

For to oompUe that paradife oomplete« 

Thare faw I Natnre, aad ab dame Venns qnene, 
The frefdi Aurora, and lady Flora fchene, 

Jnno, [Laloiia,3 >ad Proferpyna, 75 

Dyane the goddefle diafte of woddis grene, 
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My ladf Cleo, that help of Makaris beüe, 
Thetes» Pallas, and pradent Minerva, 
Fair feynit Fortane, and lemand Lncina, 

Thir mychty Qaenis in cronnia mycht be fene^ 80 
Wyth bemys blith, bricht as Lncifera. 

There faw I May, of myrthfull monethis quene, 
Betnix Aprile, and June, her fifter fchene, 

Within the gardyng Walking up and doun 
Quham of the foulis gladdith al be dene ; 85 

Scho was fuU tender in hir yeris grene. 

Thare faw I Natnre prefent hir a gönn 

Rieh to behald, and nobil of renonn, 
Off eviry hew undir the hevin that bene 

Depaynt, and braid be gude proporcionn^ 90 

FnU laflily thir hidyes all in fere 
Enterit within this park of moft plefere, 

Qnhare that I lay oure helit wyth leris renk ; 
The mery foulis, blisfulleft of chere, 
Saluft Natnre, me thoucht, on thair manere^ 95 

And eviry blome on branch, and eke on bonk, 

Opnyt and fpred thair balmy levis donl^ 
FuU low enclynyng to thair Quene fo dere, 

Quham of thair nobill norifing thay thonki. 

Syne to dame Flora, on the famyn wyfe, 100 

Thay falufe, and thay thank a thoufand f}^ ; 
And to dame Venus, lufis mychty quene, * 
Thay fang ballettis in lufe, as was the gyfe, 
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With amoronfe notis Infiy to devife, 
As thay that had lafe in thair hertis grene ; 105 
Thair hoDy throtis, opnyt fro tke fplene» 

With werblis fuete did perfe the heyinly ikyes, 
QuliiU load refownyt the firmament ferene. 

Ane othir conrt thare iaw I confeqnenty 

Cnpide the king, wyth how in hand ybent, 110 

And dredefnll arowia g^ndyn fcharp and fqnare : 
Thare faw I Man, the god annypotent, 
Anfiill and fteme, firong and corpolent ; 

Thare faw I crabhit Saturn ald and haire, 

His Inke was lyke for to pertorb the aire ; 115 
Thare was Mercurins, wife and eloquent, 

Of rethorike that fand the flouris faire ; 

Thare was the god of gardingis, Priapns ; 
Thare was the god of wildemes, Phanus ; 

And Janns, god of entree delytaUe ; 120 

Thare was the god of Audis, Neptunus ; 
Thare was the god of wyndis, Eolns, 

With yariand Inke, rycht lyke a lord unflable ; 

Thare was Bachns the gladdir of the table; 
Thare was Pluto, the ebich incubus, 125 

In doke of grene, this court uiit no fable. 

And eyiry one of thir in grene arayit, 
.On faarp or lute füll merily thai playit, 

And fang ballettis with michty notis clere : 
Ladyes to dance füll foberly aflayit, 130 
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Endbug the liiftjr rjrir lo Ifcii majit : 
Tbmr obferfanee rjdit heryiilj was to here; 
Tlitticnqp lÜuimÜtB lerii, aad drew nere, 

Qulunw Aat I wat rieht fudaynlf alfrayit, 
AD throa a Inke, qaliilk I^hare boadit fall dere. 

And fcliortly for to fpeke, he hdk Qnteae 
I wa« tSpjitf feho bad kir archearis kene 

Go me arreft ; and tha j no tioM ddayit ; 
Than ladyes fair lete fidl tbair mantiHi» grene, 
With bowis big in tiwffit hairis fcbene, 140 

An f odaynly thay bad a felde arayit ; 

And yit rycbt gretly was I noncht affirayit, 
The party was fo plefimd for to fene, 

A wonder lufty bikkir me aflayit. 

And firft of all| with bow in band ybent, 145 

Come dame Beantee, rydit as fcho wM me fchent; 

Syne folowit all hir damefelis yfere^ 
With mony direrfe aufuU inftrumenty 
Unto the pres, Fair tiaving wyth her went, 

Fyne Portratnre» Plefance, and lafty Chere« 150 

Than eome Refoun, with fehelde of gold fo dere. 
In plate and maUle^ as Man araiypotent, 

Defendit me thb nobill dwvallere. 

Syne tender Yonth come wyth hir viigyns ying, 
Orene Innocence, and fchaineAiU Abaifing, 155 

And quaking Drede, wyth humUe Obedienoe; 
The OoLDYM Tahob harmyt thay no thing ; 
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Carage in thame was noacht begönne to ffriog ; 
Fall fore thay dred to done a riolence : 
Suete Womanhede I faw enm in prefence, 160 

Of artily^ a wanid fcho did in bring, 
Servit wyth ladyes fall of rererence. 

Scho led wyth hir Nurtore and Lawljrnes, 
Contenence, Pacience, Oade Farne and Stedfiiftnes»' 

Difcretioun, Gentrifey and Oonfiderance, 165 
Lerefell Company, and Honefl Befynes, 

Benigne Luke, Mylde Chere, and Sobimes : 

All thir bure ganyeis to do me g^vance ; 
Bat Refon bure the Taroe wyth fik conftance, 
Thair fcharp ailayes mycht do no dures 170 

To me, for all their aufull ordynance« 

Unto the pres perfewit Hie Degree, 
Hir folowit ay Eflate and Dignitee, 

Comparifoun, Honour, and Nobill Array, 
Will, Wantonnes, Renoun, and Libertee, 175 

Richefle, Freedome, and eke Nobilitee : 

Wit ye thay did thair baner hye difplay ; 

A cloud of arowifl as hayle fchour loniit thay, 
And fchot, quhill waftit was thair artilye, 

Syne went abak reboytit of thair pray. 180 

Qnhen Venus had perfarit this rebnte, 
DiiTymulance fcho bad go mak perfute, 

At all powere to perfe the Goldyn Targe; 
And fcho that was of donbilnes the rujte, 

VOL. I. . B 
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Aikit kir dioife of aroheRfl in refvte. 185' 

Venus the beft bod hir go wale at large ; 
ficlio toke Prefenoe plieht; Baken o£ the bftrge^ 

Änd Fair Calljrng fthat wele s flayn cond fbhute. 
And Cheri&ig £ar to complete hir ckarge. 

Dame Hameijriies fcho tnke in «sompaily, 190 

That hardy was, and hende in archery, 

And broncht dame Beautee to the £elde agayn ; 
With all the ohoife of Venns cheyalry 
Thay eome, and bikkerit nnabaifitly : 

The fchonr of arowia rappit on as ra]^ ; 195 

Periloufi» Pr^nce^ that mony fyre has flaynet 
Thiß bataill broncht on bordour hard ns by, 

The falt wia all the ikrar fath to fayn. 

Thik was the f<(^iote of grundyn dartis kene ; 

Bot Refonn with the Scheid of Gold fo fchenoi 200 

Warily defendit qnho fo evir aüayit ; 
The anfull ftonre he manly did fiiüeney 
QnhiU Prefenoe keil a pulder in bis me. 

And than as drankyn man he aü forwayit : 
Qnhen he was blynd the fiile wyth hym thay playit» 
And banyft hym amang the bewis grene ; 

That fory ficht me fndaynly affirayit. 

Than was I woundit tö the deth wele nere, 
And yoldyn as a wofoll priibnnere 

To iady Beantee, in a mom^it ipaoe ; 210 

Me thoucht fcho femyt Inftiar of chere, 
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Efter that Refoim tjnt bad his eyne dere, 
' Than of before, and hifliare of fiioe : 

Quhy was Üiou Uyndit, Refoim ? qahjf ailaee I 
And gert ane liell my paradift mpfere^ 215 

And mensy femey qnhara that I fimd no graca* 

DifTymnlance was Uefy me to filfly 

And Fair Galling did oft apon aie fmyie» 

And Cherifiwg me fisd wph wofdis fiur; 
New Acqnayntaace eabraeU me a qiili]le> SSO 

And fayonryt mee, qnhiU man mydit go a myle, 

Synetokhirlare^I&wliirneTOmare: 

Than faw I Dang«*e toward me repanr, / 
I cond efchew hir prefimoe he no w^e, 

On fyde f^o Inkit wyth ane fi^my t fare. 925 

And at the laft departtng ooud hir dreflby 
And me delyveijt vnto Herjrnefie 

For to rauayney and i<^ in coro me take; 
Be this the Lovd of Wyndis, wyth wodenes, 
God Eolus, his hngill Uew I gefle ; 880 

That with ihe blaft tha levis all to fchnlw, 

And fiidaynlyy in the ^aee of a Inlce, 
All was hyne went, thare was bot wildames, 

Thare was no mere bot birdis» l^ank, and broke. 

In twynklii^g of ane eye to £cMp thay went, 2S5 
And fwyth np ünle mito the tof thay ftent^ 

And with fwift eoorfe atonr the^flode thay frak ; 
Thay fyrit gonnis wyth powder violenty 



' 



20 THE GOLDYN TAROE. 



Till that the reke raife to the firmamenty 

The rochis all refownyt iryth the rak, 240 

!For reird it femyt that the rayn bow brak ; 

Wyth fpirit affrayde apon my fete I fprent 
Amang the dewis» £o carefull was the erak. 

And as I did awake of Iny faering^ 

The joyfull birdis merily did fyng 245 

For myrth of Phebns tendir bemes fchene ; 
Su^te war the Tapouris, foft the morowingy 
Halefum the vale» depaynt wyth flourig ying; 

The air attemperit^ fobir» and amene ; 

In quhite and rede was all the felde befene^ 250 
Thron Naturis nobil frefch anamalyng, 

In mirthfull May, of eviry moneth Qnene. 

O reyerend Chaucerey rofe of rethoris all, 

As in onre tong ane flonr imperiaU, 
That raife in Britane evir, quho redis rycht, 255 

Thou beris of Makaris the tryumph riall ; 

Thy frefch anamalit termes celicall 

This matir cond iUumynit have fall brycht : 
Was thou noucht of eure Inglifch all the lycht, 

Snrmounting (ßyiry tong terreftrially 260 

. Alls fer as Mayes morow dois mydnycht. 

O morall Gower, and Lydgate lanreate» 
Your fugurit lippis and tongis aureate» 

Bene to eure eris caufe of grete delyte ; 
Yonr angel mouthis moft melliflnate 265 
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Our mde langage liag dere iUmnynatey 
And £Edre oure g^lt our fpeche» that imperfyte 
Stade> or your goldyn pennis fchape to wxite ; 

This Ile before wa$ bare, and defolate 

Off rethorike, or lufiy frefch endyte. 270 

Thou lytiü Qaair, be ever obedient, 
Hnmble, fubject, and fymple of entent, 

Before the face of every connyng wicht : 
I knaw qnhat thou of rethorike hes fpent ; 
Off all hir lafly rofig redolent 275 

Is none in to thy gerland fett on hicht ; 

Elfchame thar of, and draw th6 out of ficht ! 
Rüde is thy wede, düleynit, bare, and reut, 

Wele aucht thou be aferit of the licht. 
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Sen tbat I am a Prefoneir 

. Till hir that fairefl is and befl, 
I me commendy fra yeir to yelr. 
In tili hir bandoun for to reft ; 
I goyit OD that g^dliefly 5 

Sa lang to lok I tuik lafeir, 
. Qnhill I wes tane withouttin teft. 
And led forth as a Prefoneir. 

Hir Sweit Having, and Frefche Bewte> 

Hes wondit me bnt fwerd or lance ; 10 

With hir to go conmiandit me, 

On tili the Caftell of Pennance. 

I faidy Is this your govirnance, 
To tak men for thair luking heir ? 

Frefche Bewty fayis, Ya, Schirvperchance 
Ye be my Ladeis Prefoneir* 

Thai had me bnndin to the yett, 
Qnhair Strangenefs had bene porteir ay ; 

And in deliverit' me thairat. 
And in thir termis can thai fay> 20 
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Do waity «nd lat him nocht away. 
Quoth Strangenefs nnto the porteir, 

On tili my Lady, I dar lay, 
Ye be to pure a Prefoneir. 

Thu kefl me in a deip dungeonn, 25 

And fetterit me but lok or cheyne ; 

The capitane hecht CSomparefone, 
To luke on me he thocht g^eit dejfne : 
Thocht I was wo> I dürft nocht pleyne» 

For he had fetterit mony affeir ; 30 

"With peteons voce thus cuth I fene, 

Wo ifl a wofull Prefoneir I 

Langour weg weche upon the wall, 

That nevir ileipit, bot evir wouke ; 
[And] Skome wes bourdour in the hall, 35 

And oft on me bis babill fchuke ; 

Lukand with mony a dengerous Inke«—- 
Quhat is he yone, that methis us neir ? 

Ye be to townag^, be this büke, 
To be my Ladeb Prefoneir. 40 

Gud Howp [then] rownit in my eir, 
And bad me baldlie breve a bill ; 

With Lawlinefs he fuld it beir, 
With Fair Scherrice fend it hir tili : 
I wouk and wret hir all my will. - 45 

Fair Schervice fiire withouttin feir. 
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Sayand tili hir, with wirdis fliU, 
Half pety on yonr Prefoneir« 

Than Lawlbefs to Petie went, 

And faid tili hir, in termis fchort, — 50 

Lat we yone Prefoneir be fchent 

Will no man do to os fupport ; 

Gar lay ane fege unto yone fort I 
Than Petie faid, I fall appeir« 

Thocht fayis, I becht, wun I ourtbort, 55 
I boup to lowfs tbe Prefoneir. 

Tban to battell tbai war arreyit all. 
And ay tbe wawart kepit Tbocbt ; 

Lnil biire tbe benner to tbe wall. 

And Biffinefa tbe grit gyn brocbt. 60 

Skorne cryis ont, fayis, Wald ye ocbt ? 

Lofl fayis, We wald baif entr^ beir. 
Comparifone fayis, Tbat is for nocbt, 

Ye will nocbt wyn tbe Prefoneir. 

Tbai tbairin fcbup for to defend, 65 

And tbai tbairfartb failyeit ane bonr : 
Tlian Biffinef» tbe grit gyn bend, 

Straik doun tbe top of tbe foir tour. 

Comparifone began to lour, 
And cryit furtb, I yow requeir, 70 

Soft and fair^ and do favour, 
And tak to yow tbe Prefoneir. 
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Thai fyiit tke yettia ddiverly 

With faggottis wer grit and hnge; 
And Strangenefs, qnhair that he did ly, 75 

Wes hrint in to the porter Inge. 

Lnftelf thay hddt bot a Jnge, 
Sik flraikis and flychling wes on fleir ; 

The femeliefl wes maid aflege, 
To quhome that he wes Prefoneir. 80 

Thmch Skomes nofe thai pnt a prik» 

This he wes banift and gat a blek; 
Comparifone wes erdit quik, 

And Langonr lap and brak bis nek ; 

Thai failyeit faft all the fek, 85 

Lnfl chafit my Ladeis chalmirleir, 

Gnd Farne wes drownit in a fek, 
Thus ranfomit thai the Prefoneir. 

Fra Sklandir hard Lnft had undone 

His ennemeisy him aganis 90 

Aflemblit ane femely fort fuU föne. 

And raifs and rowttit all the phinis ; 

His cuiing in the Court remanis. 
Bot Jalonfe folkis and Geangleiris, 

And fals Inyy that no thing lanis, 95 

Blew out on Luvis Prefoneir. 

Syne Matremony, that nobill hing 
Was greyity and gadderit ane grit oft, 
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And all enennit without lefiDg, 

Chefl Sklaader to the Weft 86 coft ; 100 

Than was he and his line^e loft, 
And Matremony, withouttin weir, 

The hand o£ freindfchip hes indoft 
Betoix Bewty and the Prefoneir. 

Be that of eild wes Gad Famifs air, 105 

And commirne to continuatioun, 
And to the Court maid his repair, 

Qohair Matremony than woir the crowne ; 

He gat ane confirmatioun, 
All that his Modir aucht bnt weir : 1 10 

And bald flill, as it wes reflbne, < 

With Bewty and the Prefoneir. 
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TO A LADYE. 



SwEiT Rois of vertew and of gentUnefs« 

Delytfam Lyllie of everie Inftimeffly 
Richefl in bontie^ and in bewiie deir. 
And everie vertew that is [held moft] deir, 

Except onlie that ye ar mercylefs. 5 

In to yonr garthe this day I did perfew, 
Thair faw I flowris that frefche wer of hew ; 
Baithe qnhyte and reid moift lufly wer to feyne, 
And halfnm herbb upone ftalkis grene ; 
Yit leif nor flonr fynd conld I nane of Rew. 10 

. I dout that Merche^ with his canld blaftis keyne, . 

Hes flane this gentill herbe, that I of mene ; 

Qnhois petewons deithe dois to my heart fic pane 
That I wald mak to plant bis mte againe, 

So confortand his levis nnto me bene. 15 
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Tms nycht befoir the dawing deir 

Me thocht Sanct Francis did to me appeir, 

With ane religionfe abbeit in bis band, 

And Mdy In tbis go cleitb tb6 my feirand, 
Refnifs tbe warld, for tbow mon be a Freir. 5 

With bim and witb bis abbeit baytb I ftarrit, j 

Lyk to ane man tbat witb a gaifb wes marrit : { 

Me tbocbt on bed be layid it me abone ; I 

But on tbe flure delyreirly and föne 
I bip tbair fra, and nevir wald cnm nar it. 10 

Qnotb be, Qaby ikarris tbow witb tbis boly weid ? 
Cleitb tb^ tbairin, for weir it tbow moft neid ; 

Tbow tbat bes lang done Venus lawis teicbe> 

Sali now be freir, and in tbis abbeit preicbe ; 
Delay it nocbt, it mon be done bnt dreid. 15 

Qnotb I, Sanct Francis, loving be tbe tili, 

And tbankit mot tbow be of tby gude will 
To me, tbat of tby claitbis are fo kynd ; | 

Bot tbame to weir it nevir come in my mynd ; j| 

Sweit ConfefTonr, tbow tak it nocbt in ill. 20 
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In lialy l^^ndis haif I hard alleTiiiy 

Ma fanctts of bifchoppis, nor freiris, be fic f^rm ; 

Off fuU few freiris that hes bene fanctia I reid ; 

Qabaiifoir ga bring to me ane bifchoppü weid^ 
Gife evir tbow wald my ianle yeid nnto bayin. 25 

My bretbir oft bes maid tb^ fapplicationisy 
Be epiflillig, fermonu, and relationis, 

To tak tbis abbeit ; bot tbow did poftpone ; 

Bat forder procefs, cum on tbairfoir anone 
All circumfiance put by and excufationis« SO 

Gif evir my fortoun weg to be a freir^ 
The dait tbairof is päd füll mony a yeir ; 
For in to eyery lufly tonn and place, 
Off all Yngland, from Berwick to Kaiice, 
I half in to thy babeit maid gud cbeir. 35 

In i&eiris weid füll fairly balf I fleichit, 
In it baif I in pulpet gone and preichit 

In Derntonn kirk, and eik in Canterberry ; 

In it I pail at Dover onre tbe ferry, 
Tbrow Piccardy, and tbair tbe peple teicbit. 40 



Als lang as I did beir tbe freiris ftyle. 
In me, Grod wait, wes mony wrink and wyle ; 
In me wes falfet witb every wicbt to flatter^ 
Qubilk mycbt be flemit witb na baly yratter ; 
I wes ay reddy all meil^ begyle. 4s5 
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so THE VISITATION OF ST VRANCI6. 



Tfae freir that did Sanct Fnmcb thmir app«r, 
Aue feind he wet in liknes ef ane freir; 

He Tftneift awsy witk ftjiik and fjrrrie fmowk ; 

With him me thockt all tke honfe end he towk, 
And I awoUc a« wy |Jiat wes in weir. 50 



] 
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DÜNBAR'S DREAM. 



Tms hin^r nychl half-fleiping m I lay, 
M e tbocht my eludmer in «ne new aray 
Was all depaynt with maay direrft hew, 
Of all the nobiü ftoryis ald and new» 
Sen onre firft father fonned was of day. 5 

Me diocht the fift all bridit with lampli lyeht» 
And thair in enterrit many InfUe widit, 
Som yonng» fnm old, in findry wyfe araytt, 
Snm fang, fnm danceit, on inftnunentis fnm playit, 
Snm maid difportis with hartia glaid and lydlit. 10 



Than thodit I thn% ihis ia ane feQoan phary, 
Or ellia my witt rydit wondrooflie doia yarie ; 

This feimet to me ane gnidlie companie» 

And gif it be ane firdndlie fantafie, 
Defend me «Fhefa, and hia moder Marie ! 15 

Thair pleafimt fang, nor yett thair pleafimt tonn, 
Nor yett thair joy did to my heart redonn ; 

Me thocht the drerie damiefall Diftrea» 

And eik hir forie fifter Hevinefs, 
Sad as the leid, in bed lay me abone, 20 



1 



32 DUNBAR*S DREAM. 



And Langonr fstt np at my beddis heid» 
With infirament fall lamentable and deid ; 

Scbo playit fangis fo duilfoll to heir, 

Me thocht ane boure feimeit ay ane yeir ; 
Hir bew was wan and wallowed as tbe leid. 25 

Tban com tbe ladyis, danceing in ane trace, 
And Nobilnes befoir tbame come ane ipace, 

Saying, witb cbeir bening and womanly, 

I f6 ane beir in bed oppreffit ly, 
My fifteris go änd belp to get bim grace. SO 

Witb tbat anon did ftart ont of a dance 
Tfra fifteris, callit Confort and Pleafance, 

And witb twa barpis did begin to fing, 

Bot I tbair of mycbt tak na rejofeing, 
My Heyinefs oppreft me witb üc mifcbance. 35^ 

Tbay faw tbat I nocbt glaidder wax of cbeir, 
And tbair of bad tbai winder all bnt weir, 

And faid ane lady tbat Perfaveing bicbt, ! 

Of Hevinefs be feillis fic a wecbt, 
Your melody be pleiüis nocbt tili beir. 40 ' 

Scbo and Diflres bir fifler dois bim greve : 
Quod Nobilnefs, Qubow fall be tbame efdiew ? 

Tban fpak Difcretioun, ane lady riebt bening. 

Wirk eftir me, and I fall gar bim fing. 
And lang cm nicbt gar Langour tak bir leve* 45 



DUNBAR*S DREAM. 33 



And then fidd Witt, Giff thai work n<N^t be tii^ 
Bat onie doiat thai fall not woric be me. 

Diicretionn fiud, I knaw his malady^ 

The ilrok he feiUia of ttekncholie^ 
And NobUne&y [hia] lecheinglyis in th^ • 50 

Or eTir thia wicht at heart be haill and feir, 
Both th^u and I mnft in the oonrt appeir ; 
For he hea hmg maid fenrice thair in vaine : 
Witb fom rewaird we mane him qnyt ägainey 
Now in the honour of thisjg^d new yeir. . 55 

Weill worth th6, fifler» fidd Confiderance, 
And I fall help for to mantene the dance. 
Than fpak ane wicht callit Blind Effectioan» 
I fall befoir yow be, with mine electionn, 
Of all the conrt I bare the goyeniance. . 6Q 

.Than fpak ane conflant wycht callit Refibnn, 
And faid, I |p*ant yow hea beine lord a felGlonny 
In diftribntionn, bot now the tyme is gone, 
Now I may all diftribnte myiie alone ; 
Thy wrangona deidia did evir man enfchefonn» 65 

For tyme war now that thU man had fam thing, 
That lange hes| bene ane ferrand to the King, 
And all bis tyme neTir flatter conthe nor fain^ 
Bot humblie in to ballat wyfe complainey 
And patientlie indnre bis tormenting. 70 
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S4 DUNBAR*S DREAM. 



I ^ittiiaU Idm be mirria aad joooaiid ; 

Be Nobilnefs hia help man firft be found. 

WeiUfpokiiiyReflbiiii^iBybrotlieryqiiolli Difisretioiiny 
To fett on deiik with lordis at the oeffioan, 

ia totiiisjrealiiifiyowwarworthmoayaiiepaaiicL 75 

Than fpak anoae Anoportimitie^ 

Ye fall nocbt all gar bim fpeid witbont VMfy 

Fmr I fland ay befoir tbe fiänffia &oe ; 

I fall bim dei£^ or ellu my felf mak chace, 
Bot gü^ tbat I befoir Uin fervit be. 80 

Ane befy aftar foonner fiül be ipeidy 

Na fall twa befy fetrvandis out of dreid. 
And be that aikis nocbt tynes bot bis word^ 
Bot for to tyne kng fervice is do bonrd, 

Yett tbocht I neTir to do fic folie deid* 85 

Tban ci»n anone ane calUt Scbir Jobne Kirkepakar, 

Off piany eures aae micbtie uadertnkeri 
Qaod be^ I am pof&ft in kirkis fevin, 
And yitt I tbink tbai grow fall tili ellevia» 

Or be be ferVit in ane, yone ballet maker. 90 

And then fcbir Bet-tbe-kirk, fa mot I thryff^ 

I baif of bufie fenrandis fonre er f yre. 
And all directit mito iindrie fteidis, 
Ay flill awaitting upomi kirk-menes deidis, 

Fra qubom my titbingis ¥011 1 beir belyff. 95 



DUNBAR*S DREAH. 35 



Qaod Refoim than, The baDsnce gois imeyiiiy 
That thow allace to ferff hes kirkk feviny 
And fevin ab irmiJildrk, nocht haifand aüe^ 
With gredines I üe tliis world ourgane. 
And fnfficience dwdHs nocht bot in heavin. 100 

I liaye noclit wyt Üaitofy qaoA Tempctfatiee^ 
For thocht I liald bim erinlie Ae baflaace; 
Andy b«t ane emty fall [«thi] miekt tili bim wey, 
Yett will ke take a&e utber attd gar H fd^f t 
Qiiba beft can Mwft wald maift birre gAV^raai^ 

Patience to me, My ^eiidy ftid, mak guid 4^^y 
And on tbe prinoe depend witb beprinely feir, 

For I fall weül dois kna;w Yää ttobill intenft ; 

He wald nttekt» fyt ane bifekopprilds rent, 
That yow wair «Mswuifdit kdf aae yeir. IW 



Tha» as ane futj tkai 16 dair Ad fnAe» 
And fcbot aae g«ne liiat üd fo radde rak^ 
Qohill lA tbe aird did raird the raae bow uttder, 
Ön Leith fandia me tbockt fbbo brak m fonndery 
And I ainon did waBk» witb the erah. 115 



THE BIRTH OF ANTICHRIST. 



Lügina fchynnyng in filence of the nyeht, 
The hevin all being füll of fiemig briclity 
. To bed I went ; bot thair I tnke no reft, 
With hevie ihoeht £6 foir I wes öpprefl, 
That fair I langit eftir the dayk licht. 6 

Off Förtomi I complenit hevely, 
That fcho to me ftade fo contrarioufly ; 
And at the lail, quhen I had turnyt oft 
For weirines; on me ane fliunmer fofi 
Come, with ane dremyng and a fantefy* 10* 

• 

Me thocht deine Fortomi, with ane fremmit ebxar, ' 
Stade me beforne, and fud on diis maneir : 
Thow.fuffir me to^wirk gif thow do weill» 
And preifs th^ nocht to ftryfe aganis my qiiheill, 
Qnhilk every warldly thing dois turne and fieir. 15 

Füll mony ane man I tnme nnto the hicht» 
And makis als mony füll law down to licht ; 
Up on my ftaigis or that thow afcendy 
Treifl weiU thy tronble is neir at ane end, 19 
Seing thir takinis, quhairfoir thow mark thame rycht» 



TflE BIRTH OF ANTIGURIST. ST 



Thy trublit gaift faU neir moir be degeft, 

Nor thow in to HO benifiöe poflefly 
<2iiliill that ane Abbot him cleith in emis pennis. 
And fl^ np in the'air amangis tbe crennis, 
' And as ane falcone fair fro eaft to woft, 2ö 

He fall afcend as ane borrible griphonn, 
Him meit fall in tbe air ane fcbo dragonn ; 
Thir terrible monfleris fall togidder tbrifl, 
And in the dudi» gett tbe Antechrifly 
Qnbill all tbe air infeck of tbur pnyfonn. SO 

Undir Satnmns fyrie regionn 

Symone Magna fall meit tbame, and Mahoun ; 

And Merlynoy at tbe mono, fall bym be bydand ; 

And Jonet tbe weido, on ane bnflbme rydand^ 
Off wicbifs witb ane wondir garefoun« 35 

And fyne tbay fall difcend witb reik and fyre. 
And preicbe in ertb tbe Antecbryfiig impyre ; 

Be tban it fall be neir tbis warldis end. 

Witb that tbis Lady föne fira me did wend : 
Sleipand and walkand wes frnftrat my defyre* 40 

Qnben I awoik my dreme it wes fo nyce, 

Fra every wicbt I bid it as a ryce ; 
Qnbill I bard teil, be mony futhfaft wy, 
£16 wald ane Abbot np in to tbe iky. 

And all bis fetbreme maid wes at deyyce« 45 



98 TH£ BIBTH OF ANTICHRIST. 



Within mj haiit oOBfort I tnke füll fyne, 
Adew, qnoth I, my drery dayu ar done : 
Füll welll I wift to me wald neyer com dirift» 
Qul^iU that tva monis wer fene up in the lififcy 
Or qnliill an Abbot fle w aboif ihe mtme* 60 



OFF THE FENYBrr FREIR 
OF TUNGLAND, 



As ying Anrorm wilh hir criftall hale. 
In Orient fckew bir yifage pale, 
A fwevyng fwytk did üM^aflaley 

OfF fonnis of Sftthanas feid ; 
Me thocht a Tork of Tartwry 5 

Come out of the land of Barbury, 
And lay forloppin in Lombardy, 

Fnll lang in waith-män weid. 

Fra baptifing for tili efcbewe^ 

Thar a religionfe man be flewe» 10 

And ded bim in bis babit newe^ 

For be contfa wryte and reid. 
Quben kend was bis cüifimilans, 
And all bis coriit govirnans^ 
For feir be fled, and come in Fraunce> 15 

Witb litiU of Lombard leid. 

To be a lecbe be feynit bim tbar, 
Qubilk mony a man mycbt rew evir mar ; 
For be left notbir feike nor fair 

Unflane» or be byne yeid. 20 



40 THE FENYEIT FREIR 



Vane organis he fall denly kervit ; 
Quhen of his ilraik fo mony itervit, 
Dreid- he had gottin that he defervit» 
He fled away gud fpeid. 

In Scotland than, the narrefl way, 25 

He come, his cnnnyng tili aflaye, 
To fum man thar it was no play 

The preving of his fciens. 
In potingary he wrocht gret pyne^ 
He mordreft in to medieyne ; SO 

The Jowe was of a gret ingyne, 

And generit was of gyans* 

In lechecrafl he was homodde^ 

He wald haf for a nycht to byd, 

Ane haknay and the hurt mannis hyd, 35 

So mekle he was of myans. 
His imis was rüde as ony ranchtir, 
Quhar he leit binde it was no lauchtir, 
Füll mony inftrumentis for ilauchtir 

Was in his gardyrians. 40 

He couth gi£ eure of laxatif, 
To gar a wicht horfe want his lyf ; 
Qoha evir aflky wald, man or wyf, 
Thar hippis yeid hiddy-giddy. 
His praktikis nevir war put to preif . 45 

Bot fudand deid^ or gret mifcheif ; 



OF TUNOLAND. 41 



He had purgaciomi to mak a llieif 
To d6 withoQt a wedye. 

Unto no mefs preifiit the prelat^ 

For found of faerying bell nor fkellat ; *50 

As blak fmyth brnkit was bis peUat^ 

For battiring at the ftudy. 
Thocbt be come bame a newe maid cbaanoun, 
He bad difpenfit witb matinnb cannouiiy 
On bim come notbir ftole nor fannomiy 55 

For ünwking of the fmedye. 

# 

Me thocbt feir ftfibunis he aflalyeit, 
To mak the quinteflence^ and failyeit ; 
And quben be faw tbat nodit avalyeit, 

A federem on be take : :60 

And fcbupe in Torky for to fLi ; 
And qnben tbat be did mont on hie, 
All fowlis farlet qnbi^ be fold be, 

Tbat eyir did on bim Inke. 

Som bald be bad bene Dedalos, 65 

Sum the Mynataur mervalafs» 
Sum Mertis blak finytb Vnlcanns, 

And foin Satnmns cuk» 
And evir the cucbettis at bim tnggit, 
The mkis bim rent, the ravynis bim draggit, 70 
The buditt crawis bis bair forth mgg^t, 
The beTin be nicht nocht bmke. 



4S THE FENYEIT FREIR 



The Myttane and Sanct Mortjfnis fowle 

Wend he had bene the harnit howle, 

Thay fet upone him with a yowle, 75 

And gaif him dynt fbr dyat. 
The golky the gonnaw, and the gied» 
Beft him with buffettu qnhiU he bled; 
The fpar halk to the fpring him fped 

Ab fen aa fyie of flynt 80 

The tarfiJl gaif him tag finr tag, 
A flanchell hang in ilk a log, 
The pyot furth his pennb did rng, 

The fiork ftraik ay bat ftint; 
The biflart, bifly bot rebnik, 85 

Scho was fo deTenia of hir oluik^ 
His bawifl he micht nocht hmger bmik, 

Scho held thame at ane hint. 

Thik was the dad of kayii and orawia» 

Of marleyonis, mittanisy and of mawii^ 90 

That bikkrit at his berd with blawis, 

In battell him abowt : 
Thay nybbiUit him with noyis and cry, 
The rerd of thame rwife to the fky. 
And evir he cryit on Fortonn, Fy 1 95 

His lyfe was in to dowt. 

The ja him ikrippit with a ikryke. 
And ikomit him as it was lyk ; 



OP TÜMQLAND. 48 



The egüBi ftfwif at him did ftryke, 

And rawcht him nunij a ronft : 100 

For feir QBOimiiaiuBy lie cawldt, 
Qiihill all bis pewiis war drownd aad dvBwkity 
He maid a hnndreth nolt all liawkit, 

Beneih him with a fpowt 

He fchewre his feddereme that was fcheney 105 
And flippit owt of it fdU dene. 
And in a myre, up to the ene, 

Anuing the glar did glyd. 
The fowlb aü at the fedderem dang 
As at a monfter thame amang, 110 

Quhill all the pennis of it owtfprang 

In tili the air foU wyde. 

And he lay at the plmige eyir mair 

Sa lang as any ravin did rair ; 

The crawis him focht, with cryis of cair, 115 

In every fchaw hefyde. 
Had he reveild bene to the mikis, 
Thay had him revin all with thair dnikis : 
Thr6 dayis in dnb amang the dukis 

He did with dirt him hyde. 120 

The tir was dirkit with the fowlis 
That come with yawmeris^ and with yowlis, 
With ikryking, ftrymmingy and with fcowlis, 
To tak him in the tyde. 



44 THE FBNYEIT FREIR OF TUNGLAND. 



I walknit with the noyifl and fchowte, 125 

ßo hiddowis beir was me abowte. 
Sen fyne I corfe that cankerit rowte 
Quliaur eyir I go or ryde. 



THE DEVILL*S INQÜEST. 



This nycht in my fleip I wes agagt» 
Me thoeht the DeviU weg tempand fkfl 

The people, with aithis of crewaltie ; 
Sayand, as throw the mercat he paft» 

Renimoe thy .God» and com to me« 5 

Me thoeht as he, went throw the way, 
Ane priefb fweirit hraid, be €rod yerey, 

Qnhill at the alter reflayit he* 
Thou art my derl^ the Devill can fay» 

RenuQce thy God, and cum to me. 10 

Than fwoir ane Gonrtyour mekle of pryd^ 
Be Chryftifl wonndU bludy and wyd. 

And be hia harmes wes rent on tr^. 
Than fpak the Devill, hard him befyd, 

Renunce thy Grod, and com to me. 15 

Ane merchandy bis geir as he did feil, 
Renundit bis pairt of heyin and helL 

The Devill faid, Welcnm mot thow be, 
Thow fall be merchand for my feil, 

Renunce thy God, and qnm tQ me, 20 



46 THE DEVILL*S INQUE8T. 



Aue goldfinjrth fud, The gold is fa fyne 
That all the workmanfchip I tyne ; 

The feind reflaif me gif I lie. 
Think on, queth the DeriDy that thow art myney 

Rennnoe thy 6od| aad cum to me. 25 

Ane tailyonr faid. In all tUs tomi) 
Be thair ane better weil maid gomtf 

I gif me to the feynd all fire; 
Gramercy, tailyonr) faid Mehomt^ 

Rennnce thy God^ and onm to me. 30 

Ane fowttar &td> In gnd etttk^ 
Nor I be hangit be the nek, 

Gife bettir ba^ of ledder ma be. 
Fy, qnoth the feynd, thon fairis of blek, 

Ga denge th6 denoi and eam to me. 35 

Ane baxfUr fayd, I fralaik Gody. 
And all big werki% e^in and od» 

Gif f lurar flnff neidis to be. 
The Devill luchei and on him cowth nod, 

Rennnce thy Qodf and com to me. 40 

Ane flefchonr fwoir be the facramenty 
And be ChryiUs bind maift innaeent, 

Neyir fintter Ifleich faw man with €• 
The DeviU faid, Hald on thy intent, 

Rennnce thy Qod, and cum to me. 45 



THE DEVILL'S INQUEST. 4*7 



The maUmsn fayur, I God forfiok, 
And mot the devill of hell me tiik. 

Gif ony better malt may be^ 
And ofthis kill I haif inlaik :; 

Renunce thy God» and cum to me. 50 

Ane browfiar fwoir the malt wes iU» 
Bfuth reid and reikit on the kill, 

That it will be na aill for me ; 
Ane bell will not fex gallonis M: 

Renunce thy iSod» and com to me. 55 

Be Godditi bluid» qnoth tbe taTemmer» 
Thair is fic wyne in my felleiri 

Hes never come in thia cimtrie. 
Tnty quoth the Devill^ thou fellis onr deir, 

Rennnoe thy Grod, and com to me» 60 

The fmyth fwoir be rade and raip. 
In tili a gallowia mot I gaip, 

Gif I ten dayis wan pennyia thr6» 
For with that craft I caa nocht Ihraip : 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me* 65 

Ane menftrall faid, The feind me ryfe, 
Gif I do ocht but drink and fwyfe ; 

The Devill faid, Than I counfall the, 
Exerfe that craft in all thy lyfe, 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 70 



*8 THE DEVILX'S INQüesT. 



Ane dyfour faid, with wirdis of ftiyfe, 
The devill mot ilik him with a knyfe, 

Bot he keil up fair fyifls thr6 ; 
The Devill faid, Endit is thy lyfe, 

Rennnoe thy God, and cum to me. 75 

Aiie theif faid, 6od that evir I chaip, 
Nor ane flark widdy gar me gaip, 

Bot I in hell for geir wald be. 
The Devill fatd> Welcum in a ratp, 

Renunce thy Gody andcum to.me. 80 

The fifche wyffls ilett, and fwoir with granig, 
And to the Feind faule, flefche and banis 

Thay gaif thame, with ane fchewt on hie. 
The DeviU faid, Welenm aU attanis, 

Rennnce your 6od, and cum to me. 85 

The refl of craftis grit aithis fwair, 
Thair wark and craft had na compair, 

Ilk ane into thair qnalitie« 
The DeviU faid, Than withoutin mair, 

Renunce your God, and cum to me. 90 



THE DANCE OF THE SEVIN 
DEroLY SYNNIS. 



Off Febmar die fyiftene nydity 
Füll lang befoir the dayis lycht, 

I läy m tOl a trance ; 
And than I faw baith Hevin aiid Hell : 
Me thooht, amäng^s Üxe feyndis feil» 5 

Mahonn gart cry ane Dance 
Off Sehrewis tbat wer nerir fchreyini 
Agania the feifl of Faftemis evin, 

To mak tliatr 6bfery!eince ; 
He bad gallandis ga graith a gyifuy 10 

And kaft np gainountis in the'lkfifsy 

As yarlotis dois in France. 



Heilie filarlottis on liawtane wyUs, 
€ome in with mpny findrie gyilMy 

Bot yit iuche nevir Maboun, 15 

Quhin preiftis come in with bair fcherin nekkis ; 
Than all the Feyndis lewche, and maid gekkis, ' 

Blak-belly and Bavrfy^ Bronn. 
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50 THE DANCE OF THE 



Lat {69 qaoth he, now qulia b^[f3rniiis. 

With tliat ihe fowll Sevin Deidly Synnis 20 

»Begowth to leip at ainicu \ 

And ßiü of all in Dancd Wes Pryd, '^ 
Wiük hair wyld bak, and bonet on fyd, 

Lyk ^ mak Taiflie wanis ; . ' 
And romid abowt him, as a qabeill, ^ ^25 

Hang all in mmpillis to the beill 

His kethat for the nanig : ' 
Mony prowd tnunponr wüh him trippit, 
Throw. ftaldand fyre, ay as thay fkippit 

Thay «gymd with hyddonfs granis. SO 

Than Ybb come in with ftnrt and ftryfe ; 
His band wes ay npoon his knyfe» 

He brandeift lyk a beir : 
Boflaris, braggaris, and barganerisy 
Eftir him paffit in to pairis, . 35 

All bodin in feir of weir ; 
In jakkisy and fcryppis, and bonettis of fteill, 
Thair legg^s wer chenyeit to the heill, - 

Frawart wes thair affeir : 
Sum uponn uder with brandis beft, 40 

Sum jagit utheris to the heft, 

With knyris that fcherp cowd fcheir. 

1 

Nixt in the Dance foUowit Invy^^ 
FQd füll of feid and felleny, • . 

Hid malyce and difpyte : . . .- 45 



I 



SEVIN DEIDLY 8YNNIS. 51 



For pryrie hatrent that tratonr trymlit ; 
Hirn followit mony freik diflyjmlit^ 

With fenyeit wordis quhy te i 
And flattereris in to menis facis ; 
And bak-byttaris in fecreit plaei§, 50 

To ley that had delyte ; 
And rownaris of fals lefingis, 
Allace I that courtis of noble king^ 

Of thame can nevir be quyte. 

Nixt him in Dans come Cuvatyce, 55 

Rate of all eyill, and grund of ryoe, 

That nevir cowd be content : 
CatjYis, wrediisy and ockeraris, 
Hud-pykis, hurdaris, and gadderaris, 

All with that warlo went : 60 

Out of thair throttis thay ichot on udder 
Hett moUin gold, me thocht^ a fudder 

As fyre*flawcht maiil ferrent ; 
Ay as thay tumit thame of fchot, 
Feyndis fild thame new np to the thrott 65 

With gold of allkin prent. 

Syne Sweolk^, at the fecound bidding, 
Come lyk a fow ont of a midding. 

Füll flepy wes bis gnmyie : 
Mony fweir bnmbard beHy hüddroun, 70 

Mony flute daw, and fle^y duddronn^ 

Him ferrit ay with founyie ; 
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He drew thame forth in tOl a chenyie^ 
And BeUiall wiili a brydill renyie, 

Evir lafcht thame on the Innyie : 75 

In Dance thay war fo ilaw of feit» 
Thay gaif ihame in the f yre a heit. 

And maid them quicker of connyie. 

> 

Than Lichbby» that lathly corfe, 

Came berand lyk a hagit horfe, 80 

And Ydilneft did him leid ; 
Thair wes.with him ane ngly fort» 
And mony fiynkand fowll tnunort» 

That had in fyn bene deid: 
Qnhen thay wer enterit in the Dance, 85 

Thay wer fall ftrenge of conntenancey 

Lyke tortdus bymand reid ; 
Dk ane led nthair be the tarffis ; 
Suppoifa thay fyleit with thair arffis» 

It mycht be no remeid. 90 

Than the fowll monflir Oluttont» 
Off warne unfafiable and gredy» 

To Dance he did him drefs : 
Him fpllowit mony fowll dronckart» 
With can and coUep, cop and quart> 95 

In forffet and excefs ; 
Fall mony a waifüefi wally-drag» | 

With wamis unweildable» did furth wag. 

In creifche that did increfa : 



i 
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Drynk I ay thay cryit, witb mony a gaip, 100 
Hie Feyndis gaif thame halt leid to laip, 
Thair lereray wes na lefa. 



Na menftrallis playit to thame but dowty 
For gl6-men thair wer haldin owt, 

Be day, and eik by nycht ; 105 

Except a menflrall that flew a man, 
Swa tili bis beretage be wan. 

And enterit be breif of riebt. 

Than cryd Maboim for a Heleand Padyane : 
Syne ran a Feynd to fecbe Makfadyane^ 110 

Für nortbwart in a nuke ; 
Be he the Correnoch bad done fcbonty 
Erfche men fo gadderit bim abowt, 

In HeD grit ronme thay tuke : 
Thae tarmegantis, witb tag and tatter, 115 

Fall lowd in Erfche begowtb to cbtter, 

And rowp lyk revin and ruke. 
The Deyill fa devit wes witb thair yeü> 
That in the depeft pot of bell 

He fmorit thame with fmvke. 120 




THE JÜSTIS BETUIX THE TAILYEOUR 

AND SOWTAR. 



NiXT at a Tomament was trjit» 
That lang before in Hell was cryil, 

In prefens of Mahoune ; 
Betaix a Tailyeoar and a Sowtar, 
A priklonfs and a hobbill dowtar, 5 

Thair barrafs was maid boune. 
The Tailyeour, baith with fpeir and fcheld, 
Conyoyit was unto tbe feld, 

With mony a lymmer lowne ; 
Of ferne bytaris, and beist g^pparis, 10 

Of flomok flelaris, and dayth knapparis 

A gracelefs garifoun. 



baner bome him was before> 
Quluurin war cloutis a hnndreth fcore, 

Dk ane of diverfs hew ; 15 

And all flollyn owt of fyndry webbis, 
For, qnhill the fö Bade fillis and ebbis, 

Tailyeooris will nevir be trewe. 
The buthman on tbe barrafs blent ; 
Allace I he tynt all hardyment, 20 

For feir he changit hew : 



^ 
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Mahoime him comfort, and maid hiin knycli^ 
No ferly thocht his hart was licht, 
That to fic honour grew« 

He hecht hiely before Mahoune, 25 

That he fald dyng the Sowtar douD, 

Thocht he war wicht a§ maft ; 
Bot qohen he on the barrafs blenkit, 
The Tailyeourifl oorage a litiü fchrenkit, 

His hart did all eure caft : ' SO 

And quhen he faw the Sowtar cmn, 
0£F aü fic wordis he was dnm, 

Pnllfairhewagagaft; 
For he in hart toke fic a fcunnir^ 
A rak of fiirtis lyk ony thunnir, 35 

Went fra hitn, Uafl for blaft. 

The Sowtar to the feld him dreft, 
He was conyoyit out of the wefty 

As a defendour fiowt : 
Snppois he had no lufly varlot, ' 40 

He had fnll mony lowfy harkt, 

Fafl rynnand him abowt. 
His banir was a barkit hyd, 
Qnharin Sanct Gimyga did glyde, 

Before that rebald rowt : 45 

Foll SowtarJyk he was of laitis, 
For ay betwene the hamas phitis, 

The oyly briftit out. 
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Apop tl^e TaüljecNir qnlien lie did lok^ 

His hart a litOl dwalmyng tuke» 50 

Uneift he mycht upfit ; 
In tili bis flomok was fic a fteir, 
Of all hig dyner that coft hlm ddr, 

His breft h«ld never a bit. 
To oomfort bim» or be raide forthir> 55 

Tbe Devillof knycbtrbed gaf bim ordir; 

För flynk tban be did ipit ;, 
And be abont tbe Oeyillis nek 
Did ipewe agane a qnart of blek» " 

So knyc^Üie be bim quyt» CO 

Tban forty tymes tbe Feynd oryity Fy 1 . 
Tbe Sowtar fnrtb aflfraitlyey 

Unto tbe feld be foucbt : 
Quben tbai war fervit witb tbair iperis, 
Folk bad a feile be tbair efferis, 65 

Tbair bartis wai» baitb on floobt. 
Tbai fpnrrit apon atliir fyd> 
Tbe borfg ättour tbe grene did glyd> 

And tbam tog^ddir brocbt ; 
Tbe Tailyeonr was no tbing wele fittin,* 70 

He left tbe fadiU aU befcbittin, 

And to tbe gronnd be focbt. 

His bimes brak and maid a bratiU, 

Tbe Sowtaris borfe fcarrit witb tbe «ittUl, 

And round abont did reile ; 75 
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This beift that wM affirayit fall mU, 
Ran with the Sowtar to the BeyiBy 

And thar rewardit liim wde. 
Som thing fra bim the Feynde efiAewity 
He trowit agaae to be befpewit^ 80 

So ilrenyt he was in fiele: 
He tbocht he wald agane debait hiin. 
He tomed bis erfg and all bedrait him, 

Quyte our fra nek to hele« 

He lowfit it with fic a rerd« 85 

Baith horfe and man flawe to the erd. 

He fartit with fic a feir : 
Now, haif I quyt th6 1 quoth Mahonn ; 
The new maid knycht lay into fwonn. 

And did all annes forfweir. 90 

The Deyill gart thaim to dongeonn dryfi 
And tham of knycht-hed to depryf^ 

Difcharging tham all weir ; 
And maid tham barlotis agane for OTir, 
Quhilk ftyle to kepe thai had fer leyir 95 

Na ony armes beir. 

I had mair of thair werkis writtin, 
Had nocht the Sowtar bene befchittin, 

With Beliallis arfs nnbM ; 
Bot that fa gnd a bonrd, me thochti 100 

Sic folaoe to my hart it wiocht, 

For laochtir neir I brift 
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Quhar throw I walkumit of my tranns ; 
To put in to rememberanfl, 

Micht no man me refift, 105 

To dyte how all this thbg befell 
Before Mahonney the heir of hell : 

SchirriSy trow it gif ye IUI. 



AMENDIS TO THE TAILYEOURIS 
AND SOWTARIS. 



Betuix twell houris and eUevin, 
I dremed ane angeU came fra Hevin, 
With plefand üevin^ fayand on hie, 
Tailyeouris and Sowtarif , bliii be ye. 

In Hevin hie ordand is your place, 5 

Aboif all Sanctis in grit folace; 
Nixt God, g^iltefi in dignitie-: 
Tailyeoaris and Sowtarisy blifl be ye. 

The canfe to yow is nocht unkend, 

That Crod mifmakkis ye do «mend, ' 10 

Be craft and grit ag^litie : 

Tailyeouris and Sowtaris, blefl be ye. 

Sowtaris, with fchone weill maid and meit, 

Ye mend the faltis of ill maid feitj 

Qnhairfoir to Hevin yonr faulis will flie : 15 
Tailyeonris and Sowtaris, blifl be ye. 

« 

Is nocht in all this fair a flyrok, 
That has nponn bis feit a wyrok, 
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Knowll tau, nor mowlif in no degrie, 

Bnt ye can hyd tliame : bM be ye. 20 

And Tulyeonrii with we3 maid dak, 
Can mend tbe werft maid man that gaifs. 
And mak him femely for to fi : 
TaUyeonris and Sowtarisy bliil be ye. 

Thocht 6od mak ane müBiflbnit man^ « 25 

Ye can him all fehatp new agsne. 

And fafibun him bettir be fic thr^: 
Tailyeonrii and Sowtarisy blift be ye. 

Thocht a man haif a brokin hak, 

Haif ye a gade crafty Tailyeour, quhat-raky 30 
That can it cnver with craftia flie I 
Tailyeonris and Sowtaria, blift be ye. 

Off Grod grit kyndnc^ may ye daime, 
That helpis bis peple £ra croke and laxne> 

Suppoitand fiJtis with your fuj^e r 35 

Tailyeonris and Sowtaris, blifl be ye. 

In Erd ye kyth fic mirakillis heir. 

In Heyin ye fal be Sanctis fiili cleir, 
Thocht ye be knayis in this cnntr^ : 
Tailyeonris and Sowtaris, blift be ye. 40 



THE TÜA MARYIT WEMEN 
AND THE WEDO. 



Apon tbe Midfumer eTU^ miirieft of niehtui» 
I muyit fdrth allane^ nrnr aa nüdiiicht weci paft, 
Befyde ane gudlie grene gard^fiill of gay flouri«, 
H^eit, of ane hnge lucht» irith hawdionie treis ; 
Quhairon ane bird, on ane branfche, fo birft ont bir not» 
That ney er ane bl3rthfiillar bird was on tbe bencbe barde : 
Qubat throngb tbe fugarat feund of bir fang gbud» 
And tbrongb tbe favoar fanative of tbe fueit flouris, 
I drew in deorne to tbe dyk to dirkin efUr myrtbis ; 
The dew donkit tbe daill, and dynarit tbe foolis. 10 

I bardy iinder.ane btdyn boTinlie grein bewity 
Ane bie fpeicbe, at my band» witb bautand wonrdis ; 
Witb tbat in baift to tbe bege fo bard I intbrang 
Tbat I was beildit witb bawtbome, and witb beynd leiyis : 
Tbrow pykis of tbe plet tbome I prefandlie luikit, 15 
Gif ony perfonn wald approcbe witbin tbat plefand 
garding. 

I faw Tbr6 gay Ladeis üt in ane grene arbeir, 
All gratbit in to garlandis of frefcbe gudelie flouris ; 
So glitterit as tbe gold wer tbair glorius gilt treffis, 
Qubill all tbe greffis did gleme of tbe glaid bewis ; 20 
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Kemmit was thair deir hair, and curioiiflie fched 
Attoar thair fchalderis doun fchyre, fch jning^ fall j^richt ; 
With curches, caffin thame abone, of kirfp cleir and thin : 
Thair mantUlis grein war as the grefs that grew in May 

feffouDf 
Fetrit with thair quhyt fingarig abont thair fair fydis : 25 
OfFferliful fyne faToar war thair faceis meik, 
All fnll of fluriil fairheid, as flonrig in Jnne ; 
Quhyt, feimlie, and foft, as the fweit Hüiee ; 
New up fpred npon fpray, as new fpynifl rofe, 
Arrayit ryallie abont with mony rieh wardour, 30 

Tliat Natnre, füll nobillie, annamaüt fine with flonris 
■0£F idkin hewis nnder hevin, that ony heynd knew ; 
Fragrant, all fnll of frefche odour fyneil of fmell, 
Ane marbre tabile coverit wes befoir thai Thr6 Ladeis, 
With ryale cowpis apon rawis fnll of ryche wynis: 35 
And of thir fair Wlonkes, with Tna [that] weddit war 

with Lordis, 
Aue wes ane Wedow, I wifl, wantonn of laitis. 
And, as thai talkit at the tabill of mony taill Ainde, 
Thay wauchtit at the wicht wyne, and warit ont wourdis ; 
And fyne thai fpak more fpedelie, and fparit no materis. 40 

Bewrie, faid the Wedo, ye weddit wemen ying, 
Qnhat mirth ye fand in maryage, fen ye war menis wyffis ; 
Reveill gif ye rewit that raldes conditioun? 
Cr gif that ever ye luffit leyd npone lyf mair 
Nor thame that ye yonr fayth hes feflinit for ever ? 45 
Or gif ye think, had ye chois, that ye wald cheis better ? 
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Think ye it nocht ane bM band that bindis fo ÜA 
Tkat none uBto it adew may üiy bot the deithe alaim ? 

/ Than fpak ane Infly belyf, with Infly effeiris ; 

Itj that ye call the blift band that bindis fo hA^ 50 

Ifl bair of blis, and bailfolly and greit barrat wirkis. 

Ye fpeir, had I M chois, gif I wald cheis better ? 

Chenyeis ay ar to efchew ; and changeis ar fneit ; 

Sic cnrfit chance tili efchew, had I my chois anis. 

Out of the chenyeis of ane churle I chaip fold for eyer. 55 

God gif matrimony were m»le to meU for «>e yeir I 

It war bot monftrous to be mair, bot gif onr myndis plefit : 

It is agane the law of Inif, of kynd, and of natore, 

Togiddir hi^rtis to flrene, that ftryreis with uther : 

Birdis hes ane better law na bemis be meikilly 60 

That ilk yeir» with new joy» joyis ane maik ; 

And iangis thame ane firefche feyr, nnfnlyeit» and oon- 

flant ; 
And lattls thair fulyeit feiris flie qnhair thai pleis. 
Chryil gif fic ane confuetnde war in this erth holdin 1 
Than weill war us wemen, that ever we may be fr6 ; 65 
We fold have feiris as frefche to ftng qnhen we wald, 
«And gif all larbaris thair leyeis, qnhan thai lak curage« 
My felf fuld be füll femlie with filkis arrayit ; 
Gymp, jolie> and gent, rieht joyns, and gentryce^ 
I fuld at fairis be found, new faceis to spy ; 70 

At playis, and preichingis, and pOgrimages greit, 
To fchaw my renonn, royaly, quhair preis was of folk ;' 
To manifeft my makdome to multitude of pepills 



n 



64 TUE TUA MARYIT WEMEN 

\ 

And blaw my bewtie ob brad, qiihair bernis war mony ; 
Tlmt I mickt oheis^ snd be chofiny and dbatige qnhen me 
lykit : 75 

Than fuld I waill ane fidl veill, onre au tibie wyd realme, 
That fnld my wooaanbeid weild the lang hinter nicht ; 
And wfaen I gottin had ane gminey ganeft of nther, 
Yaip, and ying, in the yok ane yeir for to draw ; 
Fra I had prd^vit bis pith the firft plefand moneüiy 80 
Than fidd I oaft me to keik in Idrk, and in markaty 
Aaid all the contra about^ kyngb conrt, and nther, 
Qnhair I ane gaUand micht get aganis the nixt yeir, 
Vor to perfumeis furth th^ werk qnhen failyeit the tother : 
A forky fnre, ay fnrthwart^ and forfy in drauoht \ 85 
Nothir febill, nor fant» nor fiüyeit in labonr ; 
Bot als frefiche of bis forme, as flouris in May ; 
For all the £rnit fuld I fang thocht he the flonf bnrgeoun. 
I have ane wsiUidrag, ane worme, ane auld wobat carle, 
A waiflit wolroun, na worth bot wonrdis to clatter ; 90 
Ane bninbarty ane dron bee, ane bag fall of flewme, 
Ane feabbit ikarth, ane fcorpioun, ane fcntarde behind : 
To fee bim fcart bis awin fkyn grit fcunner I think. 
Qohen kiffit me that carybald, Üian kyndillis all my forow ; 
As bir6 of ane brym bair, his berd is als ftif, 95 

Bot fofit and fonpill as the iilk is his fary Iwme : 
He may weill to the fyn aifent, bot fakles is his deidis* 
With gor is his*taa grym ene gladderrit all abont, 
And gorgeit lyk twa gutaris that wer with glar itoppit ; 
Bot qnhen that glonrand gaifi grippiä me abont, 100 
Than think I hiddowus Mahonne hes me in armes ; 
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Than ma na fainyne me fave fra that aald Sathane ; 
For, thocht I wofe me all deine, fra the cronn donn. 
He will my corfe all beclip, and clap to bis breiil. 
Qahen fcliaiffyn is that ald fchalk with a fcharp rafioor, 
He fchowis on me his fchemll mouth, and fchedis my 

lippis ; 
And with hig hard hnrcheone fkyn fa heklis he my chekis, 
That as a glemand gleyd glowis my chaftis ; 
I fchrenk for the fcharp ilound, bot fchout dar I nonght, 
For fchore of that anld fchrew, fchame him betide I 110 
The Inf blenkis of that bogiU, fra his blerde ene, 
As Beizebub had on me blent, abaiit my fpreit ; 
And quhen the fmy on me fmyrkis, with his fmake fmolet. 
He fepillis like a farcy aver, that flyrit on a gillot. 

Quhen that the found of his faw finkis in my eris, 115 
Than ay renewis my noy, or he be neir cumand : 
Quhen I heir nemmy t his name, than mak I nyne crocis, 
To keip me fra the cnmmerans of that carll mangit, 
That füll of eldnyng is, and anger, and all evill thewis . 
I dar nought luk to my Inf for that lene gib, 120 

He is fa fuU of jelufy, and engyne fals ; 
Eyer ymag^yng in mynd materis of evill, 
Compafand and caftand cacis a thonfand 
How he fall tak me, with a trawe, at trifl of ane othir : 
I dar nought keik to the knaip that the cop fiUis, 125 
For eldnyng of thät ald fchrew that ever on evill thynkis ; 
For he is waiAit, and wome fra Venus werkis, 
And may nought beit worth a bene in bed of my myflirs. 
He trowis that young folk I yeme yeild, for he gane is, 
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Bot I may yiike all this yeir, or his yerd help. 130 

Ay quhen that caribald carll wald dym on my wambe, 
Than am I dangenis, and danei and dour of my will ; 
Yit leit I never that larbar my leggis ga betueene, 
To flyle my flefche, na fumyll me, without a fee gret ; 
And thogbt his pen porly me payis in bed, 135 

Hi^ pnrfe pays richely in recompenfe £fter : 
For, or he clym on my corfe, that carybald forlane, 
I have conditionn of a curche of kerfp all ther fyneil ; 
A gönn of engranyt daith, right gaily f iirrit ; 
A ring with a ryall ilane> or other riche jowell, 140 

Or reft of his roufly raid, thoght he wer rede wod : 
For all the bnddis of Johne Blunt, quhen he abone clymis, 
Me think the baid deir aboucht fa bawch ar his werkis ; 
And thns I feil him folace, thoght I it four think : 
Fra fic a fyre, Crod yow faif> my fueit Süteris deirl 145 

Qnhen that the Semely had faid her fentence to end, 
Than all thai leuch apon loft, with laitis füll mery ; 
And raucht the cop round about füll o£F riche wynis, 
And ralyefl lang, or thai wald reft^ with ryatus fpeche.. 

The Wedo to the tothir Wlonk warpit thir wordis ; 150 
Now, fair Sifter, fallis yow but fenyeing to teil, 
Sen man firfl with matrimony yow menkit in kirk, 
How half ye fame be your faith ? confefs us the treuth ; 
That band to blifs, or to ban, quhilk yow heil thinkis ? 
Or how ye like lif to leid in to leill fpoufage ? 155 

And fyne my felf ye exeme on the famyn wife, 
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And I fall fiiy fnrth the fath, cyflymyland no word. 

The Plefand faid, I proteft, the trenth gif I fchaw, 
That of yonr toung^s ye be traut : The tothir twa grantit ; 
With that fprang np hir fpreit be a ipan hechar. 160 
To fpeik, quoth fcho, I fall noiight fpair ; ther is no fpy neir : 
I fall a ragment reveil fra the rate of my hert, 
A ronfi that is fa rankild qnhill rifis my flomok ; 
Now fall the byle all ont brifl, that beild has fo lang; 
]^or it to beir on my brift wes burdin onr hevy : 165 
I fall the yenome devoid with a vent large, 
And me afluage of the fwalme, that fuellit wes gret. 

My hnfband wes a hur maifler, the hugeaft in erd, 
Tharfoir^ I halt him with my hert, fa help me onr Lord I 
He is a yonng man ryght yaip,botnought in yoathisflouris ; 
For he is fadit füll far, and feblit of ilrenth : 
He wes as florifing frefche within thir few yeris, 
Bot he is falyeit fnll far, and falyeid in labour ; 
He has bene lychonr fo lang qnhill loil is his natnr^ 
His Inme is waxit larbar, and lyis in to fwonne: «175 
Wes never fugeome wer fet na on that fnaill tyrit, 
For:efter feven onlkis refl, it will nonght rap anys ; 
He has bene waifiit apon wemen, or he me wif cheifit^ 
And in adnltre, in my t3^e, I half him tane ofit : 
And yit, he is als brankand with honet on fyde, 180 
And blenkand to the brichtefl that in the burgh dnellis, 
Alfe cnrtly of his clething, and kemmyng of his hair, 
As he that is miur valyeand in Venus chalmer ; 
He femys to be famthing worth, that fyphyr in bour, 



68 THE TUA MARYIT VTEMEN 



He Inlds as he wald loAt be» thocht he he litlll of valoor ; 
He dois as dotit d<^ that damys on all buflis. 
And liftis his leg apon loft, thoght he nought lifl pifcfae ; 
He has a Inke withont luft, and lif without cnrage ; 
He has a forme withont force, and feflbun but vertUy 
And fiur wordis but effect, all frnfler of dedig ; 190 

He u for ladyis in Inf a rieht loily fchadow, 
Bot in to deme, at the deid, he falbe dmp fnndin ; 
He niilyeisi and makis repet Tfith ryatus wordis, 
Ay mfing him of his radis, and rageing in chalmer ; 
Bot Crod wait quhat I think quhen he fo thra fpelds : 195 
And how it fettis him fo fyde.to fege of fic materis. 
Bot gif him felf, of fum evin, myght ane iay amang thaim. 
Bot he nonght ane is, bot nane of natoris pofleflbris* 

Scho that has ane auld man nought all is begylit ; 
He is at Venus werkis na war na he femys : 200 

I wend I jofit a gem^ and I haif ane geit gottin ; 
He had the. glemying of gold, and wes bot glafe fundin : 
Thought men be ferfe, wde I fynd, fra failye thair curage, 
Th%r is bot eldnyng, Or anger thair hertis within. 
Ye fpeik of burdis on beuch : of blife may thai fing, 205 
That, on fanct Valentynis day, ar Tacandis ilk yeir: 
Hed I thatplefand prevelege to part quhen me likit, 
To change, and ay to cheife agane, than, Chaftit^, adew I 
Than fuld I haif a frefch feir to fang in myne armes : 
To bald a freke» quhill he faynt, may foly be callit. 210 

Apone fic materis I mufe, at mydnyght, füll o% 
And mumys fo in my mynd, I murdris my felfin ; 
Than ly I walkand for wa, and walteris ab out 
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Wariand off my wickit kyn, that me away caft, 
To fic a eraadoune, bat curage, thatknytmy cl£r hewt6; 
And ther fo mony kene knyghtiB diu kenrik within : 
Than think I on a femelyar, ihe fudi for to teil. 
Na is our f yre be fic Tevin ; with that I fych oft : 
Than he fal tenderly dois turne to me his tnme peifonoy 
And with a yoldin yerd, dois yolk me in armyi ; 220 
And faysy My foyerane fueit thing, qnhy fleip ye no 

better ? 
Me think ther hiddin yow a bete, as ye fnm barme ailyt. 
Quoth I, My hony, bald abak, and handill me nought fair ; 
A bathe is happinit haftely at my bert rut. 
With tbat Ifeme forte fwonne, thougbt Inafvrerf tak ; 225 
And thus befwik I that fwane, with my fueit wordia : 
I cafl on bim a crabbit 6y quben deir day is cunmyn, 
And leitis it is a Inf blenk, quhen be about glemys, 
I turne it in a tender Inke, that I in tene warit. 
And bim bebaldis bamely, with hertly fmyling, 230 

I Wald a tender peronall, that mygbt na put tbole, 
That hatit men wilb bard geir, for burting of flefch, 
Had my gud man to hir gefl ; for I dar God fuer, 
Scho fuld not ftert for bis itraik a firay breid of erd. 
And fyne, I wald that ilk band, that ye fo bM call, 235 
Had bnnd bim fo to that brygbti qubill bis bak werUt ; 
And I wer in a bed broght with beme that me likit» 
I trowy that bird of my blis fuM a bourd want. 

Onone quben tbis Amyable had endit bir fpeche, 
Loud]y laueband the laif allöwit hir mekle : 240 
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Thir gay T^ffis maid game amang the grene leiffis ; 
Tbai dranky and did away dnle, nnder deme bewis ; 
Thai fwapit of the faeit wyne» thai fwan qnhit of hewis^ 
Bot all the perdyar in plane thai put out thair vocis. 

f Than faid the Weido, I wia ther is no way otilier;245 
Now tydis me for to talk ; my taiU it ifl nixt : 
6od my fpreit now infpir, and my ipeche qnykkiuy 
And fend me fentence to fay, fubftantious, and noble ; 
Sa, that my preching may pers yonr perverft herti% 
And mak yon mekar to men in maneris and conditionnis« 

I fchaw yon^ Sifterifl in fchrift^ I wes a fchrew evir. 
Bot I wes fchene in my fchrowd, and fchew me innocent i 
And thonght I dour wes, and dane, difpitois, and bald, 
I wes diflymblit fattelly in a fanctis liknes : 
I femyt fober, and faeit, and fempill without frand» 255. 
Bot I couth fexty diffaif that f uttillar wer haldin. 

Unto my leiTon ye lyth, and leir at me wit. 
Gif yon nonght lift be forleit with lofingeris untrew : 
Be conflant in yonr goyemance, and connterfeit gnd ma-» 

nerisy 
Thought y e be kene, and inconftant, and cmell of mynd ; 
Thongbt ye as tygris be teme^ be tretable in Inf; 
And be as tnrtoris in yonr talk, thonght ye haif talis 

bmkill; 
Be dragonis baithe and dowis> ay in double forme. 
And quhen it nedis you, onone, note baitb ther flranthis ; 
Be amyable with humble face» as angellis apperand, 265 
And with a terrebill tail be ftangand as edderis ; 
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Be of yonr Inke likeinnocentis, th<^ht ye luüf evillmyndLi ; 
Be conrtly ay in clethiiig^> and cofUy arrayit, 
That fanrtis yow nonght worth a hen ; your hnibandpays 
for alL 

Twa hufbandis haif I had, thai held me baith deir, 270 
Thonght I difpytit thaim agane, thai fppt it na thing : 
Ane wes ane hair hogeart, that hoflit out flewme ; 
I hatit him like a hund, thought I it hid prev^ : 
With kiffing, and with clapping, I gert the carill fon ; 
Weil couth I claw his croke bak, and kerne his cowit 
noddill, 275 

And with a bukky in my cheik bo on him behind ; 
And with a bek gang about, and bler his ald 4 ; 
And with a kyind countenance kyg his ciynd chekis ; 
In to my mynd makand mokis at that mad fader, 
Trowand me with trew Infe to treit him fo fiur : 280 
This couth I do without dule, and na difes tak. 
Bot ay be mery in my mynd, and myrthfull of cheir. 

I had a lufTummar leid, my Infi for to flokyn, 
That couth be fecrete and füre, and ay faif my hononr, 
And few bot at certayne tymes, and in ficir placis ; 285 
Ay when the ald did me anger, with akword wordis, 
Apon the galland for to goif it gladit me agane. 
I had iic wit that for wo weipit I bot litill ; 
Bot leit the fueit ay the four to gud fefone bring. 
Qnhen that the chuf wald me chid, with gimand chaftis, 
I wald him chuk, cheik and chyn, and cheris him fo mekill ; 
That his cheif chymys had cheyÜt to my föne, 
Snppois the churll wes gane chaifl, or the child wes gottin : 
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As wife woman ay I wroDght, and nought as wod fide, 
For mair with wylis I wan na wichtnes of händig, 295 

Syne maryit I a merchand, mygliti of gndis : 
He was a man of myd eld, and of mene ftator ; 
Bot we na fallowis wer in frendfchip and blud. 
In fredome, na furth bering, na faimes of perfoune ; 
Quhük ay the fule did foryet, for febilnes of knawlege; 
Bot I fa oft tbogfat him on qnliill angrit bis hei^ 
And qubilmn I put fdrtb my voce, and Pedder him callit s 
I wald ryght tuichandly talk, be I wes tuyfe maryiti 
For endit wes my innocen^ with my ald hnfband: 
1 wes apperand to be pert within perfit eild ; 305 

Sa fais the curat of our kirk, that knew me füll ying : 
He is our famous to be fals» that fair worthy prelpt ; 
I falbe hdth to lat him 16, quhill I may luke furth. 
I gert the buthman obey, ther wes no bute ellis ; 
He maid me ryght hie reverens, fra he my rycht knew : 
For, thocht I fay it my felf, the feyerance was melde, 
Betuix bis bafiard blude, and my birth noble. 
That page wes never of fic price for to prefome anys 
Unto iny perfone to be peir, had pet^ nought grantit. 
Bot mercy in to womanheid is a mekle yertu : 315 

For nevc^r bot in a gentill hert is generit ony ruth. 
I held ay grene in to bis mynd that I of grace tuk him, 
And for ke couth ken him felf I curtaily him lerit ; 
He dürft not fit anys my fummondis ; for, or the fecund 

Charge, 
He wes ay redy for to ryn ; fo rud he wes for blame. 320 
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Bot ay my will wes the war of womanly natur ; 
The mair he loutit for my Inf, the les of him I rakit ; 
And eik, this is a ferly thing, or I him faith gaif, 
I had üc favonrto that ireke, and feid fyne for ever. . 

Qohen I the cur had all dene, and him onr cnmmyn haill^ 
I crew abone that craudone, as cok that wer victoiir; 
Quhen I him faw fubject, and fett at mjn bydding, 
Than I him lichtlyit as a lowne, and lathit his maneris. 
Than woxe I fa unmerciable to martir him I thought, 
For, as a beiil, I broddit him to all boyis lanbour : 330 
I wald haif ridden him to Rome, with ane raip in his beid, 
Wer not mffill of my renonne, and mmoiir of pepilL 
And yit hatrent I hid within my liert all ; 
Bot quhilis it hepit fo huge, quhill it behnd ont : 
Yit tuk I nevir the wofp dene out of my wyde throte, 335 
Quhill I oijcht wantit of my will, or quhat I wald deiir. 
Bot quhen I feverit had that fyre of fubflance in erd ; 
And gottin his bigg^ngis to my bame, and his burrow 

landis ; 
Than with a ilew flert out the floppell of my hals, 
That he all ilynyit thron the ftound, as of a fiele wappin» 
Than wald I, efter lang, firfl fa fane haif bene wrokin, 
That I to flyte wes als fers as a feil dragoun. 
I had for flattering of that fule fenyeit fo lang, 
Mi eyidentis of heritagis or thai wer all felit ; 
My breifl that wes gret beild, bowdyn wes fa huge, 346 
That neir my baret out brifl or the band makin ; 
Bot quhen my billis, and my bauthles wes all braid felit, 
I wald na langar beir on bridiU, bot braid up my heid ; 
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Thar myglit na molet mak me mcy, na bald my montii in : 
I gert tbe renyeis rak, and lif in to fondir ; 350 

I maid that wif carQ to wetk au womenis weiiasy 
And laid all manly matem, and menfk in this eird. 
Than faid I, to my camaris, in connfaU abont, 
8^ how I cabeld yone cont witb a kene brydill I 
The d^pilly that the crelis keft in ihe caf mydding, 355 
Sa cnrtafly tbe cart drawis, and kennis na plnngeing. 
He 18 nonght ikeicb, na yit iker, na fcippis nongbt on fyd : 
And tbns the fcome and the fcaith fcapit he nothir« 

He wes no glaidfom geft for a gay lady, 
Tharfoir, I gat bim a game that ganyt bim bettir ; 360 
He weg a gret goldit man, and of gadis riebe ; 
I leit bim be my lombart to Ions me all mifteris; 
And be wes fane for to fiing fra me that fair office. 
And thoght my favoris to fynd tbrongh bis feiU giflis. 
He gratbit me in a gay filk, and g^dly arrayis ; 365 
In gownis of engranyt claytb, and gret goldin cbenyeis ; 
In ringis ryally fet witb riebe mby flonis, 
Qabill bely raife my renoune amang tbe rüde peple ; 
Bot I füll craftely did keip tbai conrtly wedis, 
Qubill eftir dede of that dmpe, that docht nongbt in 

cbalmer : 370 

Thougbt be of all my clatbis maid cofl and expenfe, 
Ane othir fall tbe worfchip haif, that weildis me efter ; 
And tbogbt I likit bim bot litill, yit for tbe Inf of otberis, 
I wald me prunya plefandly; in precius wedis, 
That lu£Faris mygbt apon me loke, and ying lufiy gal- 

bmdis, 375 
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That I held more in daynt^» and derer be fid mekilly 

Ne him tliat dreffit me fo dink : fall dotit wes his heyd. 

Qnlien ke wes heryit ont of hand, to hie up my honoris» 

And payntit me as pako, proudeft of fedderis» 

I him miikennyty be Chrift ; and cukkald him miud ; 380 

I him forleit as a lad, and lathlyit him mekle : 

I thoght my felf a papingay, and him a plnkit herle ; 

All thus enföriit he his fa, and fortifyit in firenth. 

And maid a flalwart ftaff to flrik him felfe donne. 

Bot of ane bowrd in to hed I fall yow breif yit : 385 
Qnhen he ane hail year wes hanyt, and him behuffit rage, 
And I wes luth to be loppin with fic a lob avoir, 
Alfe lang as he wes on loft, I lukit on him never ; 
Na leit neyer enter in my thooght that he my thing perfit. 
Bot ay in mynd ane other man ymagynit that I haid ; 390 
Or ellis had I never mery bene at that myrthles raid* 
Quhen I that grome geldit had of gudis, and of natnr, 
Me thonght him gracelefe on to goif, fa me God help : 
Qnhen he had warit all on me his welth, and his fubllance, 
Me thought his wit wes all went away with the laif ; 395 
And fo I did him difpife, I fpittit quhen I faw 
That fuper fpendit evill fpreit, fpulyeit of all vertu. 
For, weill ye wait, Wiffis, that he that wantes riches, 
And valyeandnes in Venus play, is fol vile haidin : 
Füll fruüer is his frefch array, and faimes of perfonne, 400 
All is bot fintlefe his e£Feir, and falyeis at the up with. 

I bufkit up my bamis like baronis fonnis, 
And maid bot fulis of the fry of his firft wif : 
I banyfi fra my boundis his brether ilkane ; 
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His frendis 88 my hu I hdd at feid erer ; 44^5 

Be thifl, ye bdeif may, I luffit nought him fdfy 
For never I likit a leid that langit tiU his Uiide : 
And yit thir wifemen, thai wsit ihat all wiffia evill 
Ar kend with thair eonditioiU8> and knawin with the 
famin« 

Deid IM now that dyroar, and doUin in erd : 410 

WitJi him deit all my dnle, and my drery thoghtis ; 
Now done is my doUy nyght, my day is npfprin^^ 
Adew dolonr, adew I my daynt^ now begynis : 
Now am I a wedow, I wis, and weiU am at efe t 
I weip as I wer wofol, bot wel is me for ever; 415 

I bnik as I wer bailfoll; bot blith is my hert ; 
My montb it makis mnmyng, and my mynd lancbis ; 
My clokis thai ar cairfull in colonr of fabill ; 
Bot conrtly and ryght cnrjrns my corfe is ther undir : 
I dmp with a ded Inke, in my ddle habit, 420 

As with manis daill I had done for dayis of my li£ 

Quhen that I go to^the kirk, ded in cair weidis» 
As foxe in a lambis fleife feny^ I my cheir ; 
Than lay I furth my bright büke on breid on my kn6, 
With mony lofly letter ellummynit with gold ; 425 

And drawis my clok forthwart onr my face quhity 
That I may fpy, unafpyit, a fpace me befide ; 
FuU oft I blenk by my bnke^ and blynis of devotionn, 
To fe quhat beme is befi^brand, or bredeft in fchulderis, 
Or forgeit is maift forcely, to fiimyfe a bancat 430 

In Venus chalmer^ Yalyeandly» withontin yane rufe : 
And, as the new mone, all pale, oppreflit with change, 
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Kythis quIiiUs her deir face, throngli diiddis of fable, 

80 keik 1 throngh my dokis, and cafiis kynd Inkig 

To knychliB, and to deirkis, and conrtly perfonis. 435 

Qnhen frendis of my hnibandis behaldig me on fer, 
I half a water fpnnge for wa, within my wyde clokis, 
Than wring I it füll wylely, and wettis my chekit ; 
With that watteris myn ene, and welteris donne teria« 
Than fay thai all, that fittis abont, S^ ye nonght, allace ! 
Yone Inftlefe leid fo lelely fcho luffit hir hufband : 
Yone is a pet6 to enprent in a prinds hert, 
That fic a perle of plefanoe fuld yone pane dr6 1 
I fane me as I war ane fanct, and femys ane angell ; 
At langage of Uehory I leit as I war crabit : 445 

I fichy without fair hert, or feiknes in body ; 
According to my fable weid I mon haif fad manerli, 
Or thai will f6 all the fath ; for certis, we wemen 
We fet US all fra the fyght to fyle men of treuth : 
We dule for na evill deid, ia it be deme haldin. 450 

Wife women has wayis, and wonderfnll gydingis 
With gret eng^i» to bejaip ther jelyus hnibandis; 
And quyeüy, with fic craft, conyoyis our materis 
That, under Chrift, na creatur kennis of our doing^s« 
Bot folk a cury may mifcuke, that knawledge wantu, 455 
And has na colouris for to coyer thair awne kindly fiiutis ; 
As dois thir damyfellis, for deme dotit lufe, 
Thatdogonis haldis in daint^, and delis with thaim fo lang, 
Quhill all the cuntr6 knaw ther kyndnes, andfaith : 
Faith has a fiiir name, bot faUheid fiirb heiter : . 460 
Fy on hir thatcan nought feyne her fiime for to faif I 
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Yet am I wife in fic werk» and wes all my tyme; 
Thoght I want wit in warldl3rne8y I wylis haif in Inf, 
Ajs ony happy woman has that is of hie binde : 
Hntit be the halok lafe a hnnder yeir of eild I 465 

I have ane fecrete fervand, rycht fobir of bis toung^ 
That me fapportis of fic nedis, quben I a fyne mak : 
Thoght he be fympiU to the ficht, he has a tong fickir ; 
Fnll mony femelyar fege wer fenrice dois mak : 
Thonght I haif cair, nnder doke, the deir day quhill 
nyght, 470 

Yit haif I folace, nnder ferk, qnhül the föne ryfe. 

Yity am I haldin a haly wif onr all the haill fchyre, 
I am fa peteonfe to the pnr, quhen thair is perfonia mony 
In paffing of pilgrymage I pride me fall mekle^ 
Mair for the prefe of peple, na ony perdoun wynyng. 475 

Bot yit, me think, the beft bourd, quhen baronis and 
knychtifl. 
And othir bachiUeris, blyth blumyng in yonth, 
And all my lufBuria lele, my Ingeing perfewis ; 
And fillis me wyne wantonly, with weilfair and joy : 
Sum rownis ; and fnm ralyeis ; and fom redis ballatis ; 480 
Snm raiffis-fiorth mdly with riatns fpeche ; 
8mn plenis, and fnm prayis ; fum praifis my bewt^, 
Sum kiffis me ; fum clappis me ; fum kyndnes me proferis ; 
Sum kerffis to me curtafli ; fnm me the cop giffis ; 
Sum ftalwardly fleppis ben, with a ftout curage> 485 
And a ilif ilandand thiog ftaiffis in my neiff ; 
And mony blenkis ben our, that but fiill fer fittis, 
That miu nought, for the thik thrang, thrif as thai wald^ 
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Bot, with my fair calling, I comfort thaim all : 

For he that fittis me nixt» I nip on his fioger ; 4<90 

I ferf him on the totUir fyde on the famin faflbn ; 

And he that behind me fittis, I hard on him lene ; 

And him befor, with my iiit faü on his I flramp ; 

And to the bemis far but fueit blenkis I cait : 

To every man in fpeciall fpeke I fum wordis» 495 

So wifly, and fo womanly, quhill warmys thair hertis. 

Thar is no liffimd leid fo law of degr6 
That fall me Inf unluffit, I am fo loik hertit ; 
And gif his lufl fo be lent, into my lyre quhit, 
That he be lofl or with me lig, his lif fall nocht haif 
danger ; 500 

I am fo mercifiill in m3rndy and menys all wichtis, 
My fely faull, falbe faif, quhen fa bot all jugis. 
Ladyis leir thir leübnis, and be no laflis fundin : 
Thifl is the Legeand of my lif, thought Latyne it be nane. 

Quhen endit had her omat fpeche this eloquent Wedow, 
Lowd thai leuch all the laif, and loiffit hir mekle ; 
And faid, thai fuld exampiU tak of her foyerane teching, 
And wirk efter hir wordis, that woman wes fo prudent. 
Than culit thai thair mouthis with confortable drinkis ; 
And carpit füll cummerlik, with cop going round. 510 

Thus draif thai our that deir night, with danceis füll noble, 
Quhill that the day did up daw, and dew donkit the flouris; 
The morow myld wes and meik, the mavis did fing, 
And all remuffit the myft, and the meid fmellit ; 



^ 
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Silver fchouriB doune fclmke, as the fchene criftaU^ 515 
And birdis fchoutit in fchaw, with thair fchill notis ; 
The goldin glitterand gleme, fo gladit ihair hertiSy 
Thai maid a glorins gl^ amang the grene bewis« 
The foft fonch of the fwyr, and fonne of the flremys, 
The fueit fayonr of the fward^ and Einging of foulis, 520 
Myght confort ony creator of the kyn of Adam ; 
And kindill agane his cnrage thocht it wer cald floknyt. 

Than rais thir ryall roifis, in thair riche wedis. 
And raldt harne to thair reft, through the rife blnm3r8 ; 
And I all prevely pafl to a plefand arber, 525 

And with my pen did report thair paftance moft mery. 

Ye Anditoris, moft honorable, that eris has gerin 
Onto this unconth Aventnr, qnhilk airly me happinnit ; 
Of thir Thr6 Wantoun Wiffis, that I haif writtin heir, 
Qnhilk wald ye waill to your Wi£, gif ye fold wed onei^ 



I 
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THE TWA CÜMMERIS. 



Rycht airlie on Aih Weddinfday, 
Drynkand the wyne fatt Cummeris Tway : 

The tane cowth to tlie tother complene ; 
Graneand, and fappand cowtii fcho fay, 

This lang Lentren makis me lene. 5 

On cowtby befyd Üie fyre fcho fatt, 
God wait gif fcho wes giit and fiitt, 

Yit to be fehle fcho did hir fene ; 
And ay fcho faid, Latt preif of that : 

This lang Lentren makis me lene. 10 

My fair fweit Cnmmer, qnoth the tuther, 
Ye tak that nigirtnefs of yonr muther ; 

AU wyne to teil fcho wald difdane 
But mavafy, fcho bad nane uther : 

This lang Lentren makis me lene. 15 

Cnmmer, be glaid, both even and morrow, 
Thocht ye fald bayth beg and borrow; 

Fra onr lang ßifting ye yow refrene, 
And latt yonr hufband dr6 the forrow : 

This lang Lentren makis me lene. 20 
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YoQr connfale, Cummery is gad, qnoth fcho, 
All is to tene hini that I do ; 

In bed he is nocht -mrüi a bene : 
Fill fow the glafs, and drynk me to : 

This lang Lentren makis me lene. 25 

Off wyne, ovt of aine ekoppyne ftowp» 
Thaj drank twa qnartts» fowp aad fowp ; 

Off drowtk fie excefs did tliame conftrene ; 
Be thaa to mead Aaj bad gnd liowp : 

That LentreB fnld noeht mak thamie kae. SO 



THE TOD AND THE LAMB. 



This hindir nydit in Dmnfennduigy 
To me wes tawld ane windir thing» 
That liut ane Tod wes wiih aae Lame, 
And with hir playit, and nudd gnd game ; 

Syne tili his breiii; did hir imbraee^ 
And wald half riddin liir lyk ane Rame ; 

And that me thodbt ane feily 



He braifit hir booy body fweit^ 

And haifit hir with [[his]] fordir feit, 

Syne fchuk his taiU, with qohinge and yelp; 10 

And todüt with lur lyk ane qnhelp ; 

Syne lowrit on growfe, and afkit grace. 
And ay the Lame cryd, Lady, help I 

And that me thoekt ane ferly cace. 

The Tod wes nowder lene nor ikowry, 15 

He wes ane Infiy reid-haird lowry, 
Ane lang taüd beut, and grit witkidl ; 
The iilly Lame wes all to fmall, 

To iic ane tribbiU to bald ane baoe : 
Scho fled hira noekt ; fidr mot hir faU ! 20 

And that me thoeht ane feily cace. 
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The Tod was reid, the Lame wes quhjte, 
Scho wes ane morfall of delyte ; 
He lovit ina yowis anld, teach and (Idender : 
Becans this Lame wes ynng and tender ; 25 

He ran upoun hir with a race. 
And fcho fchup nevir for tili defend hir : 

And that me tfaocht ane ferly caoe. 

He grippit hir abowt the weft. 

And handlit hir as he had heil ; . 30 

This innocent that neyir trefpaft, 

Tnke hert that fcho.wes handlit faft, 

And Inte him kifs hir lufly face : 
His g^and gamis hir nocht agaft ; 

And that me thocht ane ferly cace» 35 

He held hir tili him be the hak, 
And fpak füll fair, thocht he wes falis ; 
Syne faid, and fwoir to hir be God, 
That he fnld nocht twich hir prene-cod. 

The filly thing trowd him, aUace I 40 

The Lame gaif creddence to the Tod ; 

And that me thocht ane ferly cace. 

I will no lefingis put in yerfe, 
Lyk as thir jangleris dois reherfs ; 
Bot be qnhat maner thay war mard, 45 

Qnhen licht wes owt, and dorris wes bard, 
I wait nocht gif he gaif hir grace ; 
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Bot all the hollis wes iloppit liard ; 
And that me thocht ane ferly cace. 

Qolien men dois fleit in joy maiil far, 50 

Sone cnmis wo or thay be war ; 

Qnlien carpand wer thir two moft crowfe, 

The Wolf he ombefett the houfe, 

Upoun the Tod to mäk ane chace : 
The Lamb than cheipit lyk ane mowfe ; . 55 

And that nie thocht ane ferly cace. 

Throw hiddowis yowling of the Wowf, 

This wylie Tod plat doun on growf ; 

And in the filly Lambis ikin^ 

He crap als fai* as he micht win ; . 60 

And hid him thair ane weill lang ijpace ; 
The yowis befyd thay maid na din^ 

And that. me thocht ane ferly cace« 

Quhen of the Jod wes hard no peip, 

The Wowf went all had bene on fleip ; 65 

And qnhill the Tod had ftrikkin ten» 

The Wowf hes dreft him to bis den, 

Protefland for the fecound place : 
And this report I with my pen, 

How at Dumfermling feil the cace* 70 



DÜNBAR'S DmiOE 
TO THE KING AT STIRLING. 



We that ar heir in Heviiis glory» 

To yow thftt ar in Porgatoiy, 

Commendis m on onr hairdy wjrifs»— 

I mene we folk in Parradyifsy 

In Edinbui^h with all mirrinefs, 5 

To yow in StriTÜling in diftrefg, 

Qnliair nowdir plefance nor delyt ig, 

For pety thns ane Apoftill wrytis. 

O Te Heremeitigy and Hankerfaidillis^ 
That takis your pennance at yonr tabillis, 10 
And eitis nocht meit reflorative, 
Nor drynkis no wyne confortative. 
Bot aill, and that is thyn and fmall ; 
With few canrfis in to yonr hall, 
But cnmpany of Lordis or Knychtigy 15 

Or ony nder gpndly wichtisi 
Solitar walkand yonr allone, 
Seing no thing bat ilok and ftone ; ^ 
Ont of yonr panefull Porgatory, 
To bring yow to the blifs of glory, 20 
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OS Edmhueghy th« miiry tottn, 

We fall beg^n sne ourfbll fomi ; 

Aue DnaoB devoit and meik^ 

The Lord of blift doing befeik 

Yow to delyver oat of yonr Boy^ 25 

And bring yow föne to Edinbugb joy» 

For to be aurry amang us t 

And fa die Dibi«e begynis Ihiuu 

Lbctio Priha. 

The Fader, the Sone, and Haly Qaift, 

The mirthfiill Mary, yirgene chaifl, 30 

Of Angellis all the ordouris nyne» 

And all the Hevinly Goort deryna^ 

Sone bring yow fra the pyne and wo 

Of StriTÜling, every court manis fo, 

Aganeto Edinburghs joy and blÜÄ, 85 

Qtthair wirfchep, walth» and weiUair i% 

Play, plefanoe, and eik honefty : 

Say ye, Amen» for Cheritie* 

Rbsponsio. 

Tak confolatiotin in yonr pane» 

In tribnlationn tak confolationn, 40 

Out of yexationn cum hame agane, 

Tak confolatioun in your paine. 
Out of diflref« of Stririlling tonn 
To Edmbuighs bliia» Ck>d mak yow boun I 
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JLkctio Secvkda» 

Patrurchby Profeitb, and Appofiillis deir, 45 
Confeflburig, VirgyniBf and Marteris deir, 
And all the Saitt Celeiliall, 
' Devotely we npoiin thame call^ 
That föne ont of yonr panU feil, 
Ye may in Hevin heir with ns dwell ; 50 

To eit fwan, «ran, pertrik, and plever. 
And every fifche that fwymis in rever ; 
To drynk with us the new frefche wyne, 
That grew upoun the rerer of Ryne ; 
Frefche ^ragrant Ckirettis out of France, 55 
Of Angerfsi and of Orliance, 
With jnony ane courfe of grit dyntie : 
Say ye Amen^ for Gheritie. 

Responsio. 

God and Sanct Jeill, heir yow conyoy 

Baith föne and weill, Grod and Sanct Jeill^ 60 

To fonce and feill, folace and joy, 

God and Sanct Jeill heir yow convoy. 
Out of Strivilling pänis feil, 
In Edinburghs joy, fon mot ye dwell I 

Lectio Tertia. 

We pray to all the Sanctis of Hevin, ^5 

That are aboif the fterris fevin, 
Yow to deliver out of your pennance, 
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That ye may föne play, fing, and dance 
Heir in to Edinburgh, and mak gad cheir. 
Quhair welth and weilfair is but weir, 70 

And ly that dois your pänis difcryyey 
Thinkis for to vifly yow belyve ; 
Nocht in deiert with yow to dwell. 
Bot as the angell Sanct Gabriell, 
Dois go betwene, fra Hevinis glory, 75 

To thame that ar in Pui^tory, 
And in thair tnEiuBitioun, 
To gif thame confolatioun. 
And fchaw thame quhen thair panb ar pafl 
Thay fall tiä Hevin com at laft ; 80 

And how nane deferris to haif fweitnefs^ 
That nevir taiflit bittemefs : 
And thairfoir, how fnld ye confiddir 
Of Edinburghs blifs, quhen ye cum hiddir, 
But anf ye taiflit had befoir 85 

,OfS^4Du.gtoun,thepam8foir? 
And thairfoir, tak in patience 
Your pennance, and your abilinence, 
And ye fall cum, or Yule begin, 
In to the blifs that we ar in : 90 

Quhilk grant the glorius Trinitie ! 
Say ye, Amen, for Cheritie. 

Responsio. 

Cum harne, and dwell no moir in StrivUling, 
Frome hyddoufs Hell cum harne and dwell. 
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Qiduur filche to &11 it nom bot i^iriing^ 95 

Cum bame^ and dwell no moir in StriTÜling. 

Et ne nos indneas in temptationem de Strivilling : 
Sed libera not a malo ejnfdem. 
Requiem Edinbnfgi dona eis, IKMnine, 
Et lux ipfins Inceot eil. 
A porta trifiitia de StriTÜling, 
Eme, Dominey animas et corpore eoram« 
Credo g^nftare rinnm Edinborgi» 
In yilla rinentiam. 

Reqoiefcant statim in Edinboigo. Amen. 
Domine, exandi oretionem meam : 
Et damor mens ad te yeniat. 

Oremüs. 
Dens qui jnftos et corde bomfles ex omni eorom tri- 
biilatione liberare dignatus es, libera fiunulos tnos apud 
villam de Striyilling yerfantes a poenis et triftitiis ejnf- 
dem, et ad Edinburgi gaadia eos perdacas. Amen. 



NEW YEABS GIFT TO THE KING. 



My Prince in 6od gif th6 gnid graoe, 
Joy, glaidnesy confort, and folace» 
Play, pleafance, myrih, and minie cheir, 
In hanfell of this goid New Yeir. 

6od gif to th^ ane blifled chaace, 5 

And of all rertew abonndance. 
And grace ay for to perfeveir. 
In hanfell of this guid New Yeir. 

God ^ye th6 goid prefperitie. 
Fair fortonn and felicitiey 10 

Evir mair in earth qnhill thow ar lieir. 
In hanfell of this guid New Yeir. 

The heavinlie Lord hia help th6 fend, 
Thy realme to renll and to defend» 
In peace and jnflice it to fieir, 15 

In hanfell of thia goid [New] Yeir, 

God gif the hlis qnhair evir thow bownes. 
And fend th6 many Fraunce crownes. 
Hie liberall heart, and handig nocht fwear. 
In hanfell of this gaid New Yeir, 20 



OF THE LADYI8 SOLISTARIS 
AT COURT. 



Thir Ladyis fair, 

That makifl repair, 
And in the Court ar kend, 

Thr6 dayis thair, 

Thay will do mair, 5 

Ane miiter for tili end, 

Than thair gnd men 

Will do in ten, 
For ony craft thay can ; 

So weill thay ken, 10 

Quhat tyme and quhen, 
Thair menes thay sowld mak than. 



With littiU noy 
, Thay can convoy 
Ane mater f ynaly, 1 5 

Rieht myld and moy, 

And keip it coy, 
On evyns qüyetly ; 

Thay do not mifs, 

Bot gif thay kifs, 20 

And keipis collatioun, 
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Qubat rek of tliig ? 
Thair mater is 
Brocht to concliuioiiii. 

Ye may wit weill» 25 

Thay haif grit feill 
Ane mater to folift ; 

Treit as the fieiU, 

Syne nevir a deill 
Qalien thay com harne ar mift. SO 

Thir hurdifl ar 

Me think rieht far 
Sic Ladyig behaldin to, 

That fa weill dar 

€ro to the bar» 35 

Quhen thair is ocht ado. 

Tbairfoir I reid. 

Gif ye haif pleid, 
Or mater in to pley, 

To mak remeid, 40 

Send in yoor ileid 
Your Ladyis graithit up gay : 

Thay can defend, 

Evin to the end, 
Ane mater forth exprefs ; 45 

Snppois thay ipend, 

It is nnkendi 
Thair geir is nodit the lefs. 
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In qnyet plaoe^ 

ThochtihayliaiffpMe» 50 

Witbin lefk nor twa howrif, 

Thay can, percaice, 

Pnrcheff fum graoe 
At the compofitonrui ; 

Thiur compofitioiui» 55 

Withont fufpitionn^ 
Thair f ynallie k endit, 

With espeditioim. 

And fall remifiiomi» 
And thair £nlis to ar peniBt 60 

Alhaill almoifty 

Thay mak the coift» 
With fohir recompeni ; 

Rieht littill loft, 

Thay gel indoifty 65 

Alhaill thair erideBS ;«-* 

Sic Ladyis wyfe, 

Thay ar to pryi% 
To fay the veretie, 

Swa can deryifs, 70 

And nocht fnppryifs 
Thame, nor thair Honeftie. 



IN PRAIS OF WEMEN. 



Now of Wemen this I fay for xn^ 

Off erthly thingis nane may bettir be : 

Thay fold half wirfchep and grit honoring 

Off meüf aboif aU uthir ertUy thing ; 

Rycht grit dühonour upoun himfelf he taldds 5 

In Word or deid quba evir Wemen bikkis ; 

Sen that of Wemen cumin all ar we, 

Wemen ar Wemen, and fa will end and d6 : 

Wo wirth the frnct wald put the tr6 to nocbt I 

And wo wirth him rycht fo that fayis ocht 10 

Off Womanheidy that may be ony lak^ 

Or fic grit fchame npone him for to tak I 

Thay ns confuf with pane, and be thame fed, 

Within thair brelftis thair we bonn to bed : 

Grit ^ane, and wo, and mumyng merrellufs, 15 

Into thair birth thay fufi&r fair for ns ; 

Thauy meit and drynk, to feid ns get we nane. 

Bot that we fowk out of thair breiftis bane : 

Thay ar the confort that we aU hüf heir, 

Thair may no man be tili us half fo deir : 20 

Thay ar onr verry nefl of nurrifling. 

In lak of thame, quha can fay ony thing, 

That fowU bis neu he fylis I and for thy 

Exylit he fnld be of all gnd cumpany ; 
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Tluur fnld na wyif« man gif aadiencei 25 

To fic ane withont intelligeiice. 

Chryft to his Fader, he had nocht ane man : 

86 qnhat wirfchep Wemen fuld half than I 

That Sone is Lord» that Sone im King of Kingii, 

In Hevin and Erth his Majeilie ay ringis I 30 

Ben fcho hei bome him in hir halines. 

And he is well and gmnd of all gudnes. 

All Wemen of us fuld haif honoringy 

SerTice, and Infe aboif all nthir thing ! 



TO THE MERCHANTIS OF 
EDINBURGH. 



QuHT will ye, Mxrchantib of renomi, 
Lat Edinburgh, yonr nobill tonn, 
For liuk of refonnationn 
The commone proffeiit tyne and fame ? 

Think ye nocht fchame» 5 

That ony nther regionn 
Sali with diihononr hnrt yonr Name I 

May nane pas throw yonr principall Galttii, 
For ftink of haddockis and of fcaittis ; 
For cryis of carlingis and delMUttis ; 10 

For fenfnm flyttingifl of defame : 

Think ye nocht fchame, 
Befoir firangeru of all eftaitt» 
That fic diihononr hnrt yonr Name T 

Yonr flinkand Scnle that fiandis dirk» 15 

Haldis the lycht fra yonr Parroche Kiik ; 
Yonr foirftairis makis yonr honflet mirk, 
Lyk na cnntray bot heir at hame : 
' Think ye nocht fchame» 



n 
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Sa litiU polefie to work 20 

In hurt and iklander of yoor Name I 

At yonr hie Croce» qnhair gold and filk 
Sould be, thair is bot cnidis and mUk ; 
And at yonr Trone bat cokOl and wilk, 
Panfches, pndingis of Jok and Jame : 25 

Think ye nocht fchame, 
Sen as the world fiiyis that ilk 
In hurt and fclander of your Name I 

Yonr commone Menflrallis hes no tone» 
Bot Now the day dawis, and Into Jonn; 30 
Cnningar men man fchenre Sanct Clonn, 
And nevir to nther csraftis ckune : 

Think ye nocht fchame» 
To bald fic mowaris on the moune. 
In hurt and fdander of yonr Name I 85 

Tailyonris, Soutterig, and craftis vyll, 
The fairefb of your ftreitis dois fyll ; 
And merchandis at the ftinkand Styll 
Ar hamperit in ane hony came : 

Think ye nocht fchame, 40 

That ye. haye neth^r witt nor wyll 
To win yopr felff ane bettir Name I 

Your Burgh of beggaris ig ane neft, 

To fchout thai fwenyouris will nocht reft ;, 
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All honeft folk they do moleft, 45 

Sa pitenftie thai cry and nme : 

Think ye nooht fehame» 
That for the poore hes no thing dreft, 
In hart and fdander of yonr Name 1 

Your pro£Feit daylie dois increff 50 

Yoar godlie workis lefs and lefs ; 
Throngh ilreittis nane may mak progrefs, 
For cry of cruikit, blind, and lame : 

Think ye nocht fchame, 
That ye fic fubilance dois poflefsy 55 

And will nocht win ane bettir Name t 

Sen for the Conrt and the Seffionn, 

The great repair of this regionn 

Ig in yonr Burgh, thairfoir he bonn 

To mend all faultis that ar to blame» 60 

And efchew fchame ; 
Gif thai pag to ane uther Toun 
Ye will decay, and your great Name I 

Thairfoir ilrangeris and leigis treit, 
Tak nocht euer meikle for thair meit, 65 

And gar yonr Merchandis be difcreit, 
That na extortionnnes be prochume, 

Awfrand ane fchame : 
Keip ordonr, and poore nychtbonris beit, 
That ye may gett ane l>ettir Name I 70 
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Singular proffeit fo doli yow Uind» 
Hie common proffeit gois behind : 
I pray ihat Lord remeid to fynd 
That deit into Jemialem ; 

And gar yow fchame 1 75 

That fimi tyme reflbun may yow bind, 
For to [reconqueii^ yow goid Name. 



OF SOLISTARIS AT COURT. 



Be dyYers wayb and operationnis 

Men makis in Court thair foliftationis : 

Sum be fervice^ and diligence ; 

Smn be continewale refidence ; 

Sum on bb fubflance dois abyde> 5 

Qubill Fortoun do for bim proyyde ; 

Sum fingig ; fnm dancis; fum tellis ftoryia ; 

Sum Uüt at evin bringig in tbe moreig ; 

Sum flyrdig ; fum fenyeig ; and fum flattirig ; 

Sum pbiyig tbe füllen and all owt dattirig ; 10 

Sum man, mufand witb tbe wo, 

Luikig ag be mycbt nocbt do witb ä ; 

Sum ilandig into a nuike, and rownig ; 

For covatyce ane utber neir fwownig ; 

Sum beirig ag be wald ga wod 15 

For beit defyir off warldig guid ; 

Sum at tbe mefg leivig all devotiönn. 

And befy labourig for promotioun ; 

Sum beg tbair advocattig in cbamir^ 

And takig tbame felffe tbairo£F no glamir, 20 

My fympilneg, amang tbe laiff, 
Wait of ha way, fa 6od me faiff I 
Boty witb ane bumbill cbeir and face, 
Referrig me to tbe Kyngis grace : 
Me tbinkig big gracioug countenance, 25 

In rycbeg ig my fufficence. 



TYDINGIS FRA THE SESSIOüN. 



Ake Murlandis Man of uplandis mak, 
At harne tbiu to bis Nycktbonr fpak, 
Quhat Tydingis, Goflep, peax or weir ? 
The tother rownit in his m, 

I teil yow this nndir oonfeffioun» 5 

Bot laitly lichtit of my meir, 

I come of Edinburgh £ra the Seffionn. 

Qnhat Tythingia hard ye thair» I pray yow ? 
The tother anfwerit, I fall fay yow : 
Keip this all fecreit, gentill brother, 10 

Is na man thabr that treftis ane nther : 

Ane commonn doar of tranfgreffioun, 
Of innocent foUds prerems a fndier : 

Sic Tyding^ hard I at the Sefliomu 

Sum with bis fallow rownis bim to pleifa 15 

That wald for invy byt of his neifs ; 

His fa fum by the oxfiar leidis ; 

Som patteris with his mowth on beidis^ 

That hes his mynd all on oppreffioun ; 
Snm beckis fall law> and fchawis bur beidis^ 20 

Wald loke fall heich war nocht the Seffionn. 
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Snm bydaiid tbe law, layiar land iii wed ; 

Sum fuper expendit gois to his bed ; 

Sum fpeidifl, for he in conrt hes meniB ; 

Snm of parciaiitie comploBiSy 25 

How feid and favour flemis difcretionn ; 
Som fpeikis fall fair, and falfsly fenis : 

Sic Tythingis hard I at the Seffionn. 

Snm cafliti faminondis> and fnm exoeplis ; 
Snm flandis befyd, and ikaild law keppis ; SO 
Snm is continwit ; fum wynnis ; fum tynis ; 
Sum malds him mirry at the wynis ; 

Snm is pnt owt of his pofleffionn ; 
Snm herreity and on creddens dynis : 

Sic Tydingis hard I at the Seffionn. 35 

Snm fweiris, and [fom^ forfaikis God ; 
Sum in ane lamb-ikin is ane tod ; 
Sum in his tonng his kyndnes turfis ; 
Snm cuttis throttis, and fum pykis purfis ; 

Sum gois to galloufs with proceffioun ; 40 

Sum fanis the fait^ and fum thame curfis : 

Sic Tydingis hard I at the Seffionn. 

Religions men of diyerfs placis 
Gummis thair to wow, and f6 fair facis ; 
Baith Carmeleitis and Gordilleris 45 

Gummis thair to genner and get ma freiris^ 
And ar unmindfull of thair profeffioun ; 
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The ynngar iit tke ddar leim: 
Bio Tydingis hsrd I at the Seffioun. 

Tliair cnmmif yung monküi of li6 complexioiui, 50 
Of deYoit mynd, Inve, and a£fectioim ; 
And in the Conrte thair hait flefehe dantif» 
Fall fiider-lyky with pediis and pantb; 

Thay ar fo hnnimill of interceffioun, 
All mereyfall wemen ihair errandia gnnti« : 55 

Sic Tydingu hard I at the Seffioun« 



WELCOME 
TO THE LORD TREASUREIL 



I THOCHT lang qnhOe fum Lord come himey 
Fra whom faine kyndneis I wald dame ; 
Hifl name of oonfort I will dedair, 
Welconny my awin Lord Thefimrair I 



Befoir all raik of this regionn, 
Under onr Roy of mofl renoim, 
Of aU my myckt» thocht it war mair, 
WelooiDy my awin Lord 



Your nobill payment I did aflay^ 
And ye heoht föne withont dday» 10 

Againe in Edinburgh tili repair ; 
Wdcom, my awin Lord Thefaorair l 

Ye keipit tryft fo winder weill, 
I bald yon trew as ony fteill ; 
Neidis nane yonr payment tOl düpair ; 15 

Weicom, my awin Lord Thefaurair I 

Yett in a pairt I was agaft, 
Or ye the narrefl way bad paft, 
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Fr» town of Stirling to the «ir : 

Welcom, my awin Lord Thefanndr t 20 

Thane had my dyt beine all in dailly 
Had I my wage wantit quliill Ynill ; 
Quhair now I fing with heart on fair, 
Welcnmi my awin Lord Thefaurair t 

Welcnm, my benefice, and my rent, 25 

And all the lyflett to me lent ; 
Welcnm, my penfionn moit preelair ; 
Welcumy my awin Lord Thefanrair ! 

Welcnm, als heartlie as I caa, 
My awin dear maifler to yonr man ; SO 

And to yoor fervand fing^olair» 
Welcom, my awin Lord Thefanrair ! 



ANE HIS AWIN ENNEMY. 



He that heg gold and grit ricliefs. 
And may be into mirrynefsy 

And dois glaidnefs £ra him expell, 
And levis in to wretchitnefsy 

He wiriüs forrow to him felL 5 

He that may he hat ftnrt or ftiyfey 
And leif ane Infly plefand lyfe» 

And fyne with mariege dois him mell, 
And hindis him with ane wichet wyfe^ 

He wirkis forrow to him felL 10 

He that hes for his awin genyie 

Ane plefand prop, hot mank or menyie. 

And fchnttis fyne at ane uncow fchelly 
And is forfiiim with the fleis of Spenyie, 

He wirkis forrow to him felL 15 

And he that with gud lyfe and trewth. 
Bat yarians or nder flewth, 

Dois evir mair with ane maifter dwell, 
That nevir of him will haif no rewth. 

He wirkb forrow to him feil. 20 
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Now all ihii tjine lat ut be miny, 
And fet nocht by thit warld a düny : 

Now qnliill thair is gnde wyne to feil. 
He that dois on diy breid winy, 

I gif bim to die DeTill of Hell. 25 



TO THE LORDIS OF THE KINGIS 

CHACKER. 



Mt Lordis of Chacker, pleia yow to heir 
My coumpty I fall it mak yow deir» 

Biit ony circiiinftance or fonyie; 

For left ig neithencorce nor canyie 
Off all ihat I taik in the yeir. 5 

For rekkyiming of my rentis and ronmesy 
Ye neid nocht for to tyre yonr thowmes ; 

Nay for to gar yonr conntarig clink, 

Nor paper for to fpend, nor ink. 
In the reflaveing of my fonmeg. 10 

I tnik fira my Lord Thefirarair 
Ana fonme of money for to wair : 

I can nocht teil yow how it ig fpendity 

Bot weill I waitt that it ig endit; 
And that me think ane conmpt our fair I 15 

I trowit, in tyme» qnhen that I toik it» 
That lang in bnrgh I fonld have bmikit, 

Now the remaneg are eith to torfg ; 

I half na preiff heir, bot my pnrfg^ 
Qnhilk wald noeht lie, and it war Inikit. 20 



OF JAMES DOIG, KEIPER OF THE 
QUENIS WARDROP. 

TO THE QÜEKE. 



The Wardnüpper of Veniui bonre» 
To giff m dk>wblett he it als doure^ 
Ai it war off ane fbte f f d Irog : 
Madame, ye li«ff a dangenrnft DogI 

Qnhen that I fdiawe to him your markisy 5 
He tumis to me again, and baiUt» . 
As he war wirriand ane bog : 
Madame, ye he£F a dangeroofs Dog ! 

Quhen that I fchawe to him your writiag. 
He gimis that I am red for byting ; 10 

I wald he had ane harye dog : 
Madame, ye heff a dangeroofs Dog t 

» 

Qnhen that I fpeik tili him freindlyk, 
He barkis lyk ane midding tyk, 
War chaifiand catteU ihrougb a bog : 15 

Madame, ye heff a dangeroufs Dog ! 

He is ane maflyf, mekle of mycht, 
To keip your wardroippe over aycht. 



■p> «■■ — ^- 
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Fra the grytt Sowdui Gog-m»-gog: 
Madame, ye heff a dangeroufa Dog I 20 

He ifl owre melde to be yonr meflao, 
Madame» I reid yoa get a lefii ane, 
His gang garis all yoor cbalmeiis fchog: 
Madame, ye he£F a dangeronfii Dog 1 



OF THE SAH) JAMES, 

QÜHEN HE HAD PLEISIT HIM. 



O GRAcious Princes, gaid and fair I 
Do weill to James yonr Wardraipair; 
Qnhais faithfull bmder maift freind I am : 
He ifl na Dog ; be is a Lam. 

Tbocbt I in ballat did witb bim bourde, 5 
In malice fpak I nevir ane word, 
Bot all, my Dame, to do you game : 
He is na Dog ; be is a Lam« 

Yonr Hienes can nocbt get ane meter, 

To keip yonr wordrope, nor difcreter, 10 



118 OF JAMES DOIO. 



To nde TOur robbisy and drefs the fkme: 
He if na Dog; he ia a Lam. 

The wyff, Ihaft he had in thia innyi» 
That with the tangii wald break hia tehjnnu^ 
I wald fcho drownit war in a dam : 15 

He is na Dog; he w a Lam. 

Tlie wyff that wald him knckold mak, 
I wald fcho war, bayih fyd and bak, 
WeiU batteret with ane barrow tram : 

He is na Dog ; he ia a Lam. 20 

He het fa weill doin me obey 
In tili all thing, thairfbir I pray, 
That nevir dolonr mak him dram : 
He is na Dog; he is a Lam. 



TO THE KING. 

THAT HE WAR JOHNE THOMSOÜNIS MAN. 



SoHiRy for your Orace bayth nicht and day. 
Rieht hartlie on my kneis I prayy 
With all devotionn that I can, 
God gif ye war Johne Thomfiranii man t 

For war it fo, than weill war me, 5 

Bot benifice I wald nocht be ; 
My hard fortoon war endit than : 
Crod gif ye war Johne Thomfonnis man ! 

Than wald fmn reuth within you reft> 
For faik of hir faireft and beft, 10 

In Bartane, fyn hir tyme began ; 
God gif ye war Johne ThomfouniB man I 

For it micht hnrt in no degr6, 
That one, fo £ur and g^de as fche, 
Throw hir virtew fic wirfchip wan, 15 

As yon to mak Johne Thomfonnis man. 

I wald g^ all that evir I haif 

To that conditionn, fo God me faif, 

TGL. I. H 



114 TO THE KINU. 



That ye had vowit to the Swan, 
Aue yeir to be Johne Thomfoniiis man. 20 

The merfy of thal fweit meik Roia» 
Snld fofft yow ThrifiU, I fappois, , 
Qnhois pykb throw me fo renthles ran ; 
God gi£ ye war Johne Thomfounis man I 

My advocaty bayih fair und fwei^ 25 

The hale rejofing of my fpr^^ 
Wald fpeid in lo my efrandiB tfrnm 
And ye war anis Johne Thomfonnis man. 

Ever qnhen I thipk yow haarde or d^mr, 
Or mereylefl in my faccooTy 30 

Than pray I God» «nd f weil Sßßiet An, 
Gif that ye war Johne Thomfounis man I 



TO THE QUENE. 



Madame, yoiir Men faid tbai wald ryd. 
And latt this FaftrenHb eym ower fl jd : 

Bot than thair WyiBs come forth in 
And baid thame bettd. fonrnd^yd 

At harne» and lib thame of the pockig. 5 

Now propoifs thai, fen ye dwell ftill, 
Off Venus feift to fang ane fill. 

Bot in the fdde preiv thai na coekis ; 
For tili half riddin had been lefa 31 

I^or latt thair wyffig breid the podkif« 10 

Sum of yoor men ßc curage had, 
Dame Venös fyre fa hard thame fled, 

Thai brak np durris, and raiff up lockis, 
To gett ane pamphelet on ane pled, 

That thai mycht lib thame of the podds* 15 

Snm, that war ryato'nfs as rammis 
Ar now maid tame lyk ony lammis, 

And fettin denn lyk farye crockis ; 
And hes forfaikin all fic g^ammis, 

That men caQ libbing of the pockis. 20 



I 



116 TO THE QUENE. 



Smiii thocht thame fdffii ftark, lyk gyandis» 
Ar now maid waak lyk williiig wandis ; 

Wiih fchiimis fduurp, and fmall lyk rockis ; 
And gottin thair liak in bayth thair händig, 

For ower ofF libbing of the pockis. 25 

I faw oow-dinkifl me befyd 

The yonng men to thair howffis gyd, 

Had better liggit in the ftockis ; 
Smn fra the bordeil wald nocht byd^ 

QnhiO that thai gatt the Spanyie poddf. SO 

Thairfor, all yonng men, I yow pray» 
Keip yow fra harlottis nyoht and day ; 

Thay fall repent quha with thame yockis : 
And be war with that perrellonik play, 

That men callis libbing of the pockis. 35 



I 



COMPLAINT AGANIS MURE, 

TO THE KING. 



SoHiRy I complane of injaris : 

A ryfeing föne of rakyng Muris 

Hes mangellit my makidng, throw his malifi. 

And prefent it in to yoor Palifg : 

Bot, fen he plefis with me to pleid, 5 

I fall him knawin mak hyne to Oalifs, 

Bot güF your Hienefs it remeid. 

That fülle difmemberit hes my meter. 

And poyfound it with ftrang faltpeter, 

With rycht defamoufs fpeiche off Lordis, 10 

Qnhük with my collonris all difcordis : 

Qohois crewall fdanderis fenrifs deid ; 
And in my name all leis recordis, 

Yonr Grace befeik I of remeid« 

He hes indorfit myn indytting 15 

With verfis off his [awin^ band writting ; 
Quhairin baith fdander is and treflbun : 
Off ane wod faul far owt off fefsoun. 

He wanttis nocht bot a ronndit heid, 
For he hes tynt baith wit and refTonn : 20 

Yoor Grace befeik I off remeid. 



118 COMPLAINT AOANIS MURE. 



PoDei£i him for his deid cdpabill ; 

Or gBT deliyer him ane babiU» 

Tbat Cuddy Ring the Dmmfrefs fnill, 

May him refave agane this Yuill» ^ 

All romidit into yallow and reid ; 
That laddis may haiU him lyk a buill : 

For that to me war fom remeid« 



OF A DANCE 
IN THE QUBNI8 CHALMER. 



iJ I • II« Hl ü I 



ScmR Jhon SmcLAiR b^owthe to dance, 
For he was new eam out of fVanoe ; 
För ony thing that he do mycht, 
The ane futt yeid ay unryohti 

And to the tother vald not gree« & 

Quoth ane» Tak up the Queuis knydit : 

A mirrear Dance mycht na man i^. 

Than cam in Maifier Robert Sghaw : 

He Inikit as he culd lern tham a i 

Bot ay hifl ane fbtt did wavery 10 

He ftakkerit lyke ane ftrummell aver, 

That hap fchakkellit abone the kn6 : 
To feik fira StriTilling to Stnmarer» 

A mirrear Daunce mycht na man fee. 

Than cam in the Maifier ALMASERy 15 

Ane hommelty-jornmelty juflfeUer, 
Lyk a ftirk flackarand in the ry ; 
Hi8 hippis gaff mony hiddonfs cry. 

John Butb the tVile fidd, Wa is me f 
He is hedirtin,— Fy I fy I 20 

A mirrear Dancd mycht na man fee« 



180 DANCE IN THE QUENIS CHALMER. 



Than cam in Dünbar the Makfcar ; 

On au the flnre thair was nane £rakkary 

And thair he daunfit the Dirrye dantonn ; 

He hoppet lylc a pillie wantoiuiy 25 

For laiff of Mufg^ifFe^ men teüis me ; 
He trippet, qnhill he tint his pantoun : 

A mirrear Dance mycht na man fee. ^ 

"i 

Than cam in Maiftrifs Musoraifib ; ! 

Sehe mycht haiff lernit all the bdfie ; SO 

Qnhen I faw hir fa trimlye dance» 
Hir guid convoy and conntenanoe, 

Than, for hir fiuk, I wiffit to be 
The grytaft erle, or daik, in France : i 

A mirrear Dance mycht na man fee. 35 ' 

Than cam in Dame Daütibboür; 
God waitt gifp that fdio lonkit fonr t 
Sehe mud üc morgeonnis with hir hippi% 
For lanchter nane mycht hald thair lippis ; 

Qnhen fcho waa danceand bifleLye, 40 

Ane bkfl of wind foun fra hir flippis: 

A mirrear Dance mycht na man fee. 

Qnhen thair was come in fyre or fax, 

The Qaenis Dog begowthe to rax ; 

And of his band he maid a bred, 45 

And to the danceing foun he him med ; 

Qnhow maftive lyk abont yeid he I 
He fiinckit lyk a tyk, fnm faid : 

A mirrear Dance mycht na man fee« 



TO A LADYE. 

QÜHEN HE LIST TO FAYNE. 



My Hartis Trefure, and fwete afliired £o, 
The finale endar of my lyfe for ever; 

The creuell brekar of my hart in tno» 
To go to deathe^ this I defenrit nerer : 
O man flayar I quhill faule and life difTerer ; 5 

St3riit of your flauchter ; Allace I your man am I, 

A thowfand tymes that dois yon meipcy cry. 

Have mercie, Luif t have mercie, Ladie bricht ! 

Qnhat have I wrocht aganis your womanheid^ 
That ye [fuld] murder me, a faiklefs wicht» 10 

Trefpaffing nerer to yow in word nor deid ? 

That ye confent thairto» O God forbid I 
Leif creuelt6, and faif your man for fchame> 

Cr throucht the warld quyte lofit is your name. 

My deathe chafis my lyfe fo befalie 15 

That wery is my goift to fl6 £0 fafl ; 
Sic deidlie dwawmes fo mifchei&iflie 

Aue hundrethe tymes hes my harrt ovirpafl ; 

Me think my fpireit rynnis away füll gaft, 
Befeikand grace, on kneis yow befoir, 20 

Or that your man be loil for ever moir. 



122 TO A LADYE. 



Beludd my wod intoUerable pane, 
For eyer moir qiihilk salb0 my dampnage I 

Qohyy undir traifty yonr man thus have ye flane ? 
Lo I deithe is in my breifl, with forions rage, 25 
Qohilk may no bahne» nor tryade afloage, 

Bnt yonr mercie» for laik of qnhilk I d^ : 

AHaoe I quhair is yonr womanlie pitie I 

B^bald my deidlie paffionn dolorons I 
Bebald my hiddowfa hew» and wo» allaoe I 30 

Bebald my mayne, and mnming merralonSy 
TVithe foirowfnll teris fiilling £rom my Umso I 
Rewthe» Lnif, is nocht, hdpe ye nocht in this cace, 

For bow fonld ony gent&l bart indure 

To £6 tbis fycht on ony creatnre ! 35 

Qnbyte Dow, qnbair is yonr fobir bnmilnes ? 

Swete gentill Turtonry qubair is yonr pet6 went "? 
Qnbair is yonr rewthe ? the fhite of nobilnes» 

0£F womanbeid tbe trefonr, and tbe rent ; 

Vertue is never pnt ont of meik intent» 40 

Nor ont of gentiU bart is Amdin petie ; 
Sen mercyles may no wycbt nobill be. 

In to my mynd I fall yow mercy ery, 
Qnbill tbat my tonng sali fiiill me to speik ; 

And qnbill tbat Natnre me in fycbt deny ; 45 

And qnbill my ene for pane indufe and fteik ; 
And qnbill tbe Detbe my bart in sowndir breik ; 

And qnbill my mynd may tbink, and towng may steir ; 

And syne, Fair weill, my bartis Ladie deir ! 



OP ANE BLAK-MOnt 



Lang haif I maid of Ladyes Quliytt, 
Now of ane Blak I will indytt, 

That landit furth of the laft fchippis ; 
Quhowe ÜEun wald I defcryye perfytt, 

My Ladye with the melde lippis. 5 

Quhow fcho is tute mowitt lyk an aip, 
And lyk a gangarall nnto graip ; 

And qnhow hir fchort catt nois up fkippis ; 
And qnkow fcho fchyneg lyk ony faip ; 

My Ladye with the melde lippis. 10 

Qnhen fcho is dad in reche apparrall, 
Scho hlinkis ag brycht as ane tar harrell ; 

Qnhen fcho was bom, the föne tholit clippis, 
The nycht be fain &acht in hir qnarrell : 

My Ladye with the melde lippis« 15 

Qnhai for hir faik, with fpeir and fcheild, 
Preiffis maift mychtelye in the feild, 

Sali kifs, and withe hir go in grippis ; 
And ira thyne fnrth hir Iniff fall weild : 

My Ladye with the mekle lippis. 20 



124 OF ANE Bli/IK-MOIR. 



And qulud in feUde reoeavif fchame, 
And tynb thair bis knychtlie name, 

San com behind and kift hir hippis ; 
And nevir to other confort dame : 

My Ladye with the melde lippis« 25 



OF SIR THOMAS NORRAY. 



Now lythis of ane gentill Knycht, 
ScHiR Thomas Norray, wyfe and wicht^ 

And fall of cbivalrie ; 
Qnliais Father was ane Grand Keinoi 
His Mother was ane Farie Qneine, 5 

Gottin be foflery. 

Ane fairer Knyclit nor he was ane, 
On ground may nether ryd nor gang, 

Na beir bucUar nor brand ; 
Or cum in this Court but dreid ; 10 

He did füll mony yalyeant deid 

In Rofs, and Murray land. 

Fall many Catherein hes he cheift, 
And cummered jnany Heiland guft, 

Amang thai dully glennis : 15 

0£F the Glen Quhettane twenti fcoir 
He drave as oxin him befoir ; 

Thb deid thocht na man kennis. 

At feiflis and brydallis up-aland, 

He wan the grie, and the garland ; 20 



I 
186 OF SIR THOMA8 NORRAY. 

Danoeit non fo on deifs : 
He hes at warflingis beine «ne hnndery i 

Yett lay his body nevir at ander ; { 

He knawis gif this be leii. 

Was never weild Robeine ander Bewch, 25 

Nor yitt Roger of Clekkinfldewoh; 

So baald a baime as he ; 
6y of Gyibame, na Allane BeU, 
Na Simones fonno« of QobynfeU» 

At sehet war nevir fo die. 30 

This anterous Knycht» qohaire eyer he went, 

Atjaftinge, and at tomamenty ^ 

Eyir moir he wan the gree ; 
Was never of halff fo great renonn 
Sohir Bewis the knycht of Soath Hamptoun : 35 

I fchrew him gif I lie. 

Thairfoir Quhentyne was bot ane lordane, 
That callit him ane fall plam Jurdane» 

This wyfe and worthie knycht ; 
He callit him foollar than ane fole, 40 

He Said, He was ane lichernfs ball, 

That crooned bayth day and nycht. 

He wald have maid him Curries knai£F ; ^ 

I pray Grod better bis honoor faiff. 

Na to be lichtleit faa ! 45 



OF SIR THOMAS NORRAY. 127 



Yett this far forth I dar him prais. 
He fyld never fadell in lus dayis ; 
And Cnrrie befyld twa. 

Quhiurfoir, ever at Pafclie and Yule> 

I cry him Lord of everie foill, 50 

That in this regionn dwellis ; 
And, yemdie, it war great ryoht : 
For, of ane hie renowned knyeht. 

He wantia no thing hot hellis. 



ON HIS HEID-AKE. 

TO THB KIKG. 



My heid did yak yefteinieht» 
This day to mak that I na micht. 

So fair the magryme dois me menyie, 

Perfeing my brow as ony ganyie» 
That fcant I laik may on the licht. 5 

And now, Schir, hdUie» eftir Mefi, 
To dyt, thocht I begowthe to drefs, 

The fentenoe lay fall evill tili find, 

Unfleipit in my heid belund, 
Dnllit in dnlnefs and diftrefs. 10 

FnU oft at morrow I upryfe, 
Qnhen that my corage ileipeing lyis> 

For mirth, for menftrallie and play, 

For din, nor danceing, nor deray, 
It will nocht walkin me no wife. 15 



WELCUM TO BERNARD STEWART, 
LORD OF AÜBIGNY. 



Benownit, rysJlf right reverend and ferene» 
Lord hie tryamphing in wirfchip and vatonre, 

Fro kyngis downe moil CrUitn knight, and kene, 
Moft wyfe, moft valyeandy moil laureat hie yictonr» 
Unto the fl^rris npheyt is thyiie hononr ; 5 

In Scoüand Welcnm be thyne Excdlenoe 
To King, Qneyne»lordy clerk, knight and fenratonr» 

With glorie and hononr, lawde and rererenoe. 

Welcnm in ftoor moft ftrong, incomparaUe knight, 

The fame of arrnys, and flonre of raflUage ; 10 
Welcnm in weir mofte worthy» wyfe and wight ; 

Welcnm the fonn of Marg of mofte cnrage ; 

Welcnm moAe Infiybranche of onr linnage, 
In every reafane onr fcheild, and onr defence ; 

Welcnm onr tendir binde of hie parag% 15 

With glorie and hononr, lawde and reyerence. 

Welcnm in weir the fecund Julins, 

The prince of knightheyd, and flour of chevalry ; 
Welcnm moft valyeant and victorins; 

Welcnm invincible victour mofie wonrthy; 20 

voi«. I. I 



ISO WELCUM TO BERNARD STEWART, 



Weloiim onr Scoltii chiflane moft doglity ; 
Wyth fowne of dariomiy organe^ fong and fence, 

To Ük^ atonisy Lord, Welcmn all we cry ; 
With glorie and hononr, lawde and reverence. 

Welcnm oor indeficient adjutorie^ 25 

That evir onr Nationn hdpit in thare neyd; 
That never Imw Soot yit indigent nor foiy. 

Bot thoa did hym fiqpport» with thy god deid; 

Welcnm, therfbr, abnfe all liTand leyd, 
Withe na to li^e, snd to maik recidenoe, . • SO 

Qnhilk iiev«r iall.fanyb^ for thy faik to blrid : 
To qnham be honoar, lawde and reyerenoe. 

Is none of Scoüand borne iaithfiill and kynde, 

Bot he of natorall indinacioane 
JDoia laTonr th^, withe all hia heit and mynde, 35 

Withe fer?ent, tendir, trew intencionn ; 

And wald of inwart hie effectionn» 
Bat dreyd of danger, d6 in thy defence, 

Ox dethe, or fchame, war done to thy perfbnn ; 
To qnham be hononr, lawde and rererence.. 40 

t * 

Welcnm thow knight, mofte fortnnaUe In feild ; 

Welcnm in armis mofte anntems and able, 
Undir the foun that berig helme or fcheild ; 
. Welcnm thou campionn, in feght nnodrcnmable ; 

Welcnm moft dnghty, digne, and honorable». 45 
And moift of lawde, and hie magnificence,. . 



LORD OF AUBIGNY. l3I 



Nixt midir kingis to ftand incomparable ; 
To quluun be honooTy lawde snd reyerence. 

Throw Soodand, Ingland, France, and Lnmbardy, 

Fleyis on wyng thy fame, and thy renöima ; 50 
And oure all cnntreii, nndimethe the fky, 

And oure all flrandis, fro the fteriis dornte ; 

In every provincey land, and regionn, 
Prodamit is thy name of exceUence, 

In every eet6y TiUage, and in tonne, 55 

Withe gloire and hononr, lawd and rererenee. 

O feyrfe AehiU, in forins hie curage I ' 

O ftrong inTincible Hector, nndir fcheild! 
O vailyeant Azthnr, in knyghtly Yaflalage I 
Agamemnon, in govemance of feiid I 60 

Bold HennibaU, in batiOl to do beild! 
Julius, in jnpert, in wifdom and expenoe I 
. Moft fortunable chiftane, bothe in yhonth and eild, 
To th^ be hononr, lawde and reverence I 

• * . * . 

At Parlament thow fuld be hye renownit, 65 

That did fo mony Tictoryfe opteyn ; .. \ 
Thy criftaü behne with lawry fuld be crowny t, 

And in thy band a branche of olyre greyn ; 

The fueird of conquis, and of knyghtheid keyn, 
Be bome fuld highe before th^ in prefence, 70 

To reprefent iic man as thou has beyn ; 
With glorie and honour, lawde and reverenee. 



1S9 WELCUM TO BERNABD STEWART. 



Hie foriiis Mar% the god anaipotent» 

Rong in llie herai st Ayne naitiTit^ ; 
Satumni donne» with fyiy eyn, did Uenty 75 

Tbrow Uody YtSkr, men menafing to gar d6 ; 

On th6 frefelie Veniui keifi hir amonronfe 6; 
On Ükk Marcnriiu fordieyel hb eloqnenoe ; 

Fortuna Afajor did tarn hir fiiee on th6 ; 
Widi glorie and honovr, lawde and reTerenoeu 80 

Prynee of fredom, and floor of gentSbieSy 
Sweyrd of knightlieid^ and ehoife of oheTafay, 

Thifl tyme I lefe» for grete prolixitnes, 
To tdl quhat feikUa tbou wan in Päkardy, 
InFranoe^ inBertan^ in Ni^li«, and Lnmbardy ; 85 

Äs I think eftir, witlie all my diSgence, 
Qr thow d«parto, at lenthe for to difcry ; 

With glorie and henour, lawd and reyereoce. 

B, in thy name, betaknis tetalma ; 

Ay able in feild ; Ky right renonne mofl iiie; 90 
N, nobilneg ; and A, for aanterus ; 

R, ryaU binde ; for daghtine«, is D ; 

Yf yalyeantaes ; S, for ftrenewit6 ; 
Qnhoife knygbüy name, fo fchynyng in demence» 

For woqrdunes in gold fnld writtin be ; 95 

Wkh' glorie and bonoor, lawd and reverence. 



£LEGT ON THE 

DEATH OF BERNAKD STEWART, 
LORD OF AÜBI6NY. 



Illuster LodoficKi of France moft Criftiii King, 

Thow may complain widi %hk lamentable, 
The death of Bernabd £krswARX» liobiU and ding» 

In deid of armia moft anterons and aibill ; 

Mofl mychty» w^fe, worlbie, and oonfortabloi 5 
Thy men of weir to goyeme and to gy : 

Fortnn» allace I now may thow weir the fabiUy 
Sen he is gone, the Flonr of Cheyalrie. 

Complaine fould everie nobill valiant Knycht 

The Death of him that douchtie was in deid ; 10 
That many ane fo in feild hes pnt to flycht» 

In weiris wicht, be wifdome and manheid ; 

To the Tork fey all land did bis name dreid, 
Qnhois force all France in fame did magnifie ; 

Of fo hie price fall nane bis place pofleid> 15 
For he is gone, the Flonr of Chevalrie. 

O dnilfbU Death I O Dragon dolorons ; 

Qnhy hes thow done fo dnlfnllie devoir 
The prince of knychtheid, nobill and cheyah'ous, 

The Witt of weiris, of annes and honoor, 20 
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The cropt of coragey the ftrenih of armes in üour, 
The ftme of France» the hme of Lmnbardy, 

The ehoift of cheiftanesy mofl awfoU in annonr, 
Tlie charbuckell cheif of eyery CheTalrie 1 

Fray now for hitt, all that him loTeit heir I 25 

And for hii fanll mak interceflioun 
Unto the Lord» that hes him boeht fo deir, 

To gif him merde and remiffioun ; 

And nameiie We of Soottia natiomiy 
In tili hii lyff qohom moii he did wSjy 30 

Foryett we nevir in to oor Orifonn 
To pray for him» the flonr of Cheyalrie 



AGANIS TREASON. 

ANE EPITAPH FOR DONALD OWRE. 



» p. 



In vice moft yicias he excellis 

That with the yice of Treflbne mellis ; 

Thocht he remiffioun 

Half for prodiffiouDy 

Schäme aiid fufpiffioim Ay with him dweUis. 5 

And he evir odions as ane owle, 

The fidt fa filthy is and fowle ; 

Horrible to Natonr 

la ane tratöury 

Ab femd infratonr Undir a cowle. 10> 

Qoha is a tratoor, 6r ane theiff» 

Upoun him felff tnmis the mifcheiff ;' 

Hifl frawdfull wylis 

Him felf begylis 

Asinthellis b now a preiff. 15 

The feil ftrong Tratoor Donald Owyir, 

Mair falfett had nor udir fowyr ; 

Rownd Ylis and Seyis 

In his fnppleiSy 

On gallow treis, Yitt dois he glowir. 20 
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Falfett no fnt het, nor defFenoe, 

Be power, practik, nor pufcenoe» 

Tliocht it €ra licht 

Be finord witk flieht, 

<3od fchawis the rieht» With foir vengence t 25 



Off the fidis fox diffimaktonr, 

Kynd hes every theiff and tratonr, 

Eftir refpyt 

To wirk difpyt, 

Mair i^vpetyt He hee of Natonr. 30 

War the fox tane a thowfand fidd. 

And grace him gevin ay quhen he wald ; 

War he on phuie. 

An war in yane, 

Frome hennis agane Micht non him hald. 35 

The mnrtherer ay mnrthoor mais, 

And evir, qnhill he be flane he flais; 

Wyris thu8 makis mokkis» 

Spynnand on rokku, 

Ay rynnis the fox Qnhill he Alte hes. 4^ 



THE TESTAMENT 
OF MR ANDRO KENNEDY. 



I MaISTER AsDUO KESKUnSDlt, 

Corro quando iiiin vocatiui) 
Göttin with ihm incaby, 

Or irith fom freir in&tuatiui 
In faith I can nougbt teil recDy, 5 

Unde aut ubi fni natus, 
Bot in trewth I trow trewly, 

Qnod fam diabolns incamatitt. 

Com nichill fit certlns morte^ 

We mon all d6, qnben we baif done, 10 
Nefcimns quando, Tel qna forte, 

Na blind Allane wait of tbe mono. 
Ego patior in pectore, 

This nygbt I mygbt nocbt fleip a wink ; 
Licet seger in corpore, 15 

Yit vald my montb be wet with drink 

Nunc condo tefUunentnm meom, 

I leiff my fanll for evermair, 
Per omnipotentem Denm, 

In to my Lordis yryne cellair ; SIO 



. 
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Semper ibi ad reiiuuieiidimiy 
Qnliill domifday^ without difleTer, 

Boiiiim yiiiiim ad bibendimiy 
With faeit Cotlibert that Inffit me neyer. 

Ipfe eft didds ad amandnm^ 25 

He wald oft Imui me in bis breith, 
Det midd modo ad potandnm» 

And I forgif bim laitb and wraith : 
Qoia in ceOario cmn oemfia» 

I bad lever lye battb air and haty 30 

NadoB foloa in Gamiiia». 

Na in my Lordif bed of ftait* 

A bairell bung ay at my bofnm^. 

Of warldu gad I bad na mair ; 
Et corpus menm ebriofumy 35 

I leif in to tbe tonne of Air ; 
In a draff mydding for ever and ay ' 

Ut ibi fepdiri queam, 
Qnbar drink and draff may ilka day 

Be caffyne fnper fiiciem meam u 40 

I leif my bert tbat never wes fickir,- 

Sed femper yariabiley 
Tbat never mair wald flow nor flickir, 

Goi|forti meo Jacobe : 
Tbongbt I wald bynd it with a widdr, 45 

Verum Denm renui ; 
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Bot and I hecht to teme s bicker> 
Hoc pactam femper tenui. 

Syne leif I the beil aucht I bocht, 

Qnod eft Latinum propter canpe, 50 

To hede of kpi» bot I wait nongbt 

Qnis eft ille, than I fchrew my fcawpe: 
I callit my Lord my heid^ bat hiddiO, 

Sed nnlli alii boc dixerant, 
We wer als fib as feve and riddlU, 55 

In mia filya quie creTeront. 

Omnia mea folatia 

Thay wer bot lefingis all and ane> 
Cum onmi firaude et fiEdlacia, 

I leif the maifler of Sanet Antane ; 60 

Willelmo Gray, fine gn^da, 

Myne awne deir cufingy as I wene, 
Qui nunquam fabricat mendada, 

But quben the holyne growis grene. 

My fenyeingy and my fab wynnyng, - 65 

Relinquo faliis fratribus ; 
For that is Goddis awne bidding, 

Difperfity dedit pauperibu^. 
For menis ianlis thay fay and fing, 

Mentientes pro muneribus ; 70 

Now God gif thaim ane evill ending. 

Pro fuis praVis operibus. 



1 
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To Jok Fule, my foly M 

Lego poft ooipnt fepaltam ; 
In fiuth I am mair fble thaa he, 75 

Licet oftendil bonnm Takam : 
Of corne aad catall, gold and fi^, 

Ipfe habet Tald^ mnltoniy 
And yit he blerit my Lordis 6 

Fingendo enm fore ftoltnm* 80 

To Mafter Johne Clerk fyne» 

Do et lego intim^y 
Goddis [braid] malifone and myne : 

Ipfe eft caoia mortis meie. 
War I a dog and he a f frjrne, 85 

Mnlti mirantmr f aper me. 
Bot I fdd ger that Inrdane qohryne, 

Scribendo dentea fine de. 

Befidunm omninm bonomm 

For to difpone my Lord M hüf, 90 

Com tntela pnerommy 

Ad^^ Kytt6» and all the laif. 
In faith I will na langar raif : 

Pro fepnltora ordino 
On the new gya, fa God me faif, 95 

Non ficnt more folito. 

In die me» fepnltnr» 
I will nane haif bot our awne gyng, 
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Et dao8 mflicoB de mre 

Berand a barell on a fiyng ; 100 

Drynkand and playand cop out, eYin, 

Sicnt egomet folebam ; 
Singand and gretand with hie ftevin, 

Potom menm cum fleta mifcebam* 

I will na Preiftis for me fing, 105 

Dies illa, Dies irse ; 
Na yit na belBs for me ring, 

Siont femper folet fieri ; 
Bot a bag pipe to play a fpryng, 

Et unmn ail wofp ante me ; 110 

In flayd of baneris for to bring 

Qoatnor lagenas eervifise : 
Within the graif to fet fic thing, 

In modom cmcb juxta me« 
To A6 the feyndis, than hardely fing 1 15 

De terra plafmafti me. 



I 

I 



DÜNBAR'S COMPLAINT. 

TO THE KING. 



CoMPLAiNK I wald» wift I qnhom tUl, 

Or nnto qvhom direet iny bifl ; 

Qnhidder to 6od, that all tliing fteiru. 

All thing feifl, and all thing heiris. 

And all thingb wrocht in dayis ferin ; 5 

Or tili hig Mothir, Quein of Heaven ; 

Or nnto Worldlie Prince heir donn, 

That dob for joftice weir a crown ; 

0£F wrangis» and of great injnres '■ 

That nobillis in thair dayis indures/ 10 

And men of vertew, and cnnning, 

Of witt, and wifdom in gyding, 

That nocht can in this Court conqneifs 

For lawtie^ love, or lang fchenrice. 

Bot fowll, jow-jowrdane-yhedit jeveUis, 15 
Cowkin-kenfeis, and culronn kerellis ; 
Stuffettis, flrekonris, and ftafifche flmmmellis ; 
Wyld hafchbaldis, haggerbaldis, and hummellis ; 
Dmncardig, dyfouris, dyonris, dreyeUis, 
Mifgydit memberis of the divellis ; 20 

Mifmaid mandragis of maftyf fir3rDdy 
CrawdoneB) couartis, and theiffis of kynd ; 
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Blait mowit blaidyeanes, with bleddir cheikis; 

dub-faceit dHccanes, withdoatit breikis, 

Chnff-middiiig churllis, cuming off cart fiUarüii' 25 

Oreat glafchew-heidit gorge miüarisy 

Eyill borrible monftouris, fuh and foull ; 

Sum canfles deikis tili him ane cowll,. 

Ane gryt conrent £ra fyn tö tyce ; 

And be bim fdff example of yyce : * SO 

Enterand for geire» and no deTotionn, 

The divell is glaid of bis promotionn ; 

Som ramyis ane rokkat fra tbe Roy^ 

And dois ane daüiirt deflroy ; 

And fnm tbat gettis ane {»erfonage^ 35 

Tbinkis it ane prefent for a page ; 

And on na wayis content is be» 

My Lord qnbill tbat be callit be. 

Bot bow is be contentit, or nodit, 
Demo ye abont in to your tbocbtl 40 

Tbe lerit föne of £rll or Lord, 
Uponn tbis mffie to remord, 
Tbat witb ald caftingis bes bim daid, 
His errandis for to ryn and red ? 
And be is maifiernative bome, 45 

And all bis eldaris bim befome ; 
And mekle mair cnnning be fic tbrie^ 
Hes to pofleid ane dignitie, 
Saying bis odius ignorance 
Panting ane prelottis countenance, 50 

Sa far abone bim fett at table 
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TiMit wmit WM Ibr to muk die ilable : '^ 

Ane pyk*tliank in ane prdottis dufs» 

With hit wMild feitt, aud wirrok taift, 

ÜVith hopper kippis, and henckea narroWy 55 

And banfy händig to beir ane barrow ; 

With lut fchnlderifl, and luUaird bak, *'' 

Qnhilk natore maid to beir ane pak ; 

With gryddf mynd» and glafdiand game, 

Meli heidit lyk ane mortar fUne» ^ 60 

Fenyeing the feiris of ane Lörd» 

And he ane ftrambel!, I ftand ford; 

And eyir moir as he dois rjrfei 

And nobillifl of blmd he dois düjpyfe. 

And helpi» for to bald tham downe, 65 

That thej ryfe nevir to his renowne. 

Thairfoir, O Princb, maifl honorable I 
Be in thig mater merciable. 
And to thy old fcherrandiB have an 6, 
That lang hes lippinit into Th6 ; 70 

Gif I be ane of thay my feil, 
Throw all R^ounes hes tein hard teil, 
Of qnhilk my wryting witnes beiris ; 
And yett thy danger ay me deiris : 
Bot eftir danger cnmmis grace, 75 

As hes bein herd in mony place. 



DUNBAH'S REMONSTRANCE. 

TO THE KING. 



^ 



ScHiR, je have mony fervitourisy 

And offi^äaris of dyvers caris ; 

Kirkmen, conrnnen^ and craftifinen fyne ; 

Doctouris in jure, and medicyne ; 

DivinouriSy rethorisy and phil'ofophouris^ 5 

Aürolog^i, artiftis^ and oratomis ; 

Men of armes, and yaDyeand knychtis^ 

And mony nther gpdlie wichtis ; ^ 

Mnficiaiii». menfIraUs, and mime fingaris ; 

Cheyalourifly callandaris, and [[Frenfhe]] flingariB ; 

Cnnyonrisy carrourisy and cärpentarisy 

Beildans of barkisy and ballingaris ; 

Mafonnis, lyand npon the land, 

And fchip wrichtig hewand upone the flrand \ 

Glafing wrichtis, goldfmythis, and lapidaris^ 15 

Pryntonrisy payntourisy and potingaris ; 

And all of thair craflb cnmming^ 

And all at anis lawboring, 

Qnhilk pleifand ar and honorable ; 

And to yonr Hienes profitable ; 20 

And licht convenient for to he, 

With your hie regale Majeflie ; 

VOL. I. K 
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Deflemng of your Oraoe moft ding 
Bayth thank, rewarde, and cheriffing. 

And tkocht ihat I, amang the laif^ 25 

Unworthy be ane place to hare, 
Or in thair nnmmer to be tald. 
Ab lang in mynd my wark fall bald ! 
Als bain in ererie circnmflance, 
In forme, in mater, and fiibflanoey 30 

Bat wering, or oonfnmptiomi, 
Roufti cankar, or cormptioany 
As ony of tbair werkis all, 
Snppois that my rewarde be fmall I 

Bot ye fa gradona ar» and meik, 85 

That on yonr Hienes foUowis eik 
Ane nthir fort, more miferabiU, 
Tbocbt tbay be nocbt fa profitable : 
Fenyeonri% fleicbonria, and flatteraris ; 
Cryaris, craikaris, and clatteraris ; 40 

SonkariSf gronkaria, gledaris, gnnnaris ; 
Monfouris of France, g^d darat connaris ; 
Innopportonn aikaris of Yrland kynd ; 
And meit reyaria, lyk out of mynd ; 
Scaffiarisy and fcamleris in the nnke, 45 

And ball bnntaria of draik and dnik; 
Thrimlaris and thriftaris, as tbay war woid, 
Kokenis, and kennis na man of gnde ; 
Schnlderarifl^ and fchowaris, that bes no fchame, 
And to no cnnning that can dame ; 50 

And can non ntbir craft nor cnris 
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Bot to mak tüuraag, Schir, in Your daru. 

And rofche in qnhair thay connfale heir, 

And will at na man nnrtir leyr : 

In quintifcence» eik, ingynowis joly, 55 

That far can rndtiplie in folie ; 

Fantaftik f olis, baytk fab and gredy, 

Off toung untrew, and band evill cfcredie : 

Few dar of all this laft additiomi. 

Com in tolbnyth, withont remifflonn. 60 

And thocht this nobill ennning fort, 
Qnliom of befoir I did report, 
Rewardit be, it war bot reflbun, 
Thairat fold no man mak enchefibnn : 
Bot quhen, tbe ntfair fnli« nyce, 65 

That feiftit at Cokelbeis gryce> ' 
Ar all rewardity and nocht I, 
Than on this fals warld I cry, Fy I 
My hart neir briftis than for teyne» 
Qnhilk may nocht fuffer nor foflene 70 

So grit abniionn for to fe, 
Daylie in Conrt befoir my 6 I 

And yit, more panence wald I have, 
Had I rewarde amang the laif ; 
It wald me fnm thing fatif&e, 75 

And lefs of [my] malanoolie 
And gar me mony falt onerfä, 
That now is brayd befoir myn 6 : 
My mynd fo fer is fet to flyt, 
That of nocht ellis I can indyt ; 80 
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For onÜMr maile iny bart to breik; 

Qr widi my pen I man me wreik ; 

And fen the tane moft nedis be^ 

In to malancolie to d^» 

Or lat die yennim ifdie all oot^-» 85 

Be war, anone» for it will ipont^ 

Gif tbat the tryaddU cnmnocht tyt 

To fwage the fwalme of my diipyt f 



TO THE KING. 

THE PETITION OF THE GRAY HOESE, 

AÜLD DUNBAR. 



Now Li]£Feri8 cammis with largefs lowd, 
Quhy fonld not Palfirayis duine be prowd, 
Qiilien Gillettis wilbe fchomd anä fchroud^ 
That ridden ar buth with lord and lawd ? 

SctuTy lett it neTir in tonn be tald, 5 

That I fonld be ane YuiUis yald I 

Quben I was yonng and into ply, 

And wald cafl gammaldis to the iky, 

I had beine bockt in Realmes by^ 

Had I confentii to be fauld^ 10 

Scbir, lett it nevir in tonn be tald, 

That I sonld be ane Ynillis yald ! 

With gentill horfs quhen I wald knyp, 

Thane is thair laid on me ane qnhip, 

To coUeveris than man I fkip, 15 

That fcabbit ar hes cnük and add. 

Schir, lett it nevir in tonn be tald, 

That I fonld be ane Ynillis yald ! 

Thocht in the flall I be nocht dappiti 



150 PETITION TO THE KING 



As carfoiuis that in filk beine trappit, 20 

With ane new houfs I wald be happit, 
Aganii this Ciyftinines for the cald. 

Schir lett it nevir in town be tald, 

Tbat I fonld be ane Yuillii yald I 

Sappois I war ane aold yaid aver, 25 

Schott fbrth cur dewchis to pnll the daver, 
And had the flrenth ofF all Stranavery 
I wald at Yuill be honfit and ftald. 

Schir, latt it nelir in tonn be tald, 

That I fold be ane Ynillis yald I SO 

I am ane Anld Horfe, as ye knaw, 
That evir in duill dois dring and draw; 
Great conrt horfe pntüs me ira the flaw, 
To fang the fog be fiith and fald. 

Schir, latt it neyir in tonn be tald, 85 

That I fonld be ane Ynillis yald I 

I haif mn lang f nrth in the feild, 

On paftonris that ar plane and peild ; 

I mycht be now tane in for eild, 

My beikis ar spnining h6, and bauld. 40 

Schir, latt it nevir in tonn be tald, 

That I fonld be ane Ynillis yald ! 

My mane is tumed in to qnhytt, 
And thair of ye have all the wytt ! 
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Qulien Qther horfe had bran to bytt 45 

I gat bot grifs, knip gif I wald. 

Schir, latt it nevir in tonn be tald, 

That I fonld be ane Ynillis yald I 

I was nevir dantit into fiable, 

My lyf bes bene fo miferable» 50 

My byd to offer 1 am able, 

For evill fchom itrae tbat I reive wald. 

Scbir, latt it nevir in tonn be tald» 

Tbat I fould be ane Ynillis yald ! 

And yitt^ fuppois my tbrift be tb3rne9 55 

Gif tbat I die your aucbt witbin^ 
Latt nevir tbe Soutteris baye my Ikin, 
Witb nglie gnmes to be gnawin. 

Scbir, latt it nevir in tonn be tald, 

Tbat I fould be ane Ynillis yald I 60 

Tbe Court bes done my curage cuill, 
And maid me [ane] forriddin Muill ; 
Yett, to weir Trappouris at tbis Yuill, 
I wald be fpnrrit at everie fpald. 

Scbir, latt it nevir in tonn be tald, 65 

That I fould be ane Ynillis yald I 



RESPONSIO REGIS. 



Bpixb Oür Wuttin«i8» Thbasürbr, 
Tak in thib Gray Hobse, Auui DmniAiiy 
QUHDJL IM Mt AUCHT) wtth schebvick trew^ 
In lyabt chanoeit xs ms hew ; 
Gab howsb hdc now aganis this Yvxll, 
And büsk him tm ane Bischoppis Muill : 

FOBy WTTH Mt HAND, I HAVE IND08T 

To PaY QüHAT BVIR HIB TrAPPOVBIS C08T. 



THE QUEINIS RECEPTION 
AT ABERDEIN. 



Blyth Aberdene, thow beriaQ of all tounisy 

The lamp of bewtie, bountie, and blythnes ; 
Unto tbe bearen [afcendit] tby renown is, 

Off TerteWy wifdome, and of worthines ; 

H6 nottit is tby name of nobilnes, 5 

In to tbe Cnininuig of Oure Luftie Qaein, 

The wall of welth, gnid cbeur, and murines : . 
Be blytby and bfifibll, borgh of Aberdein. 

And firft Hur mett tbe burgeik of tbe tonn, 

Riohelie arrayit as become tbame to be^ 10 

Of qubom they cbefit fonr men of renoun, 

In gounes of velyot, yonng» abill, and Inftie, 

To beir tbe paiU of yelyet cramaie 
Abone Hur beid, as the enftome hes bein ; 

Gryt was tbe found of the artelerie : 15 

Be blyth, and bliffiill, bnrgh of Aberdein. 

Ane fiur proceffionn mett bir at tbe Port, 
In a cap of gold and filk, fall pleafantlie, 

Syne at bir Entrie, with many fair diiport, 
Reflavit bir oii ftreittis Inflüie ; 20 
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Qidudr firft the SaloMioini honorftbilly 
Of the fweitt Virgio, gaidlie mycht be feine ; 

The foimd of menflrallis blawing to the iky : 
Be blytk and blifliilly burgh of Aberdein. 

And fjne thow gart the Orient Kinjps thrie 25 

Ofier to Chryft, with benjrng rererenoe, 
Gold, fence, and mir, with all hmnilitie, 

Sohawand him King with moft magnifioence ; 

Syne qohow the Angill, with fword of yiolenoe, 
Forih of the joy of j^aradioe putt dein 80 

Adame and Ere for innobedience : 
Be blyth and bliffiiU, bargh of Aberdein. 

And fyne the Bruce, that evir was bold in ftonr, 
Thow gart ai Roy com rydand nndw cronn, 

Rieht awfbUy flrang, and laige of portratoor, 35 
Ai nobill, dreidfoll, michtie campioun : 
The [nobill Stewarts] fyne, of greatrenoun, 

Thow gart npfpring, with branches new and greine, 
Sa gloriouflie, qnhill glaided all the tonn ; 

Be blyth and blüfoll, burgh of Aberdein. 40 

Syne come thair four and twentie madinis ying, 
All claid in greine of mervelous bewtie, 

With hair detreflit, as threidifl of gold did hing, 
With quhyt hattis all browderit rycht bravelie, 
Playand on timberallig, and fyngand rycht fweidie; 

That feimlie fort, in ordour weill befein, 
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Did meit the Quein, hir falnand reverentlie : 
Be blyth and blüBiH, bnrgh of Aberdein. 

The ilreittis war all hang with tapeflrie» 

Great was the prefs of peopill dwelt about» 50 

And pleafant padyheanes playit prattelie ; 

The legeifs all did to thair Lady loutt, 

Qnha was conyoyed with ane royall routt 
Off gry t barrounes and luftie ladyis [fchene] ; 

Welcuniy Oor Quein I the commons gaif ane fchout : 
Be blyth and blijOEbll, burgh of Aberdein. 

At Hir cnmming great was the mirth and joy, 
For at thair Groce aboundanüie rane wyne ; 

Untill hir ludgemg the Tonn did hir oonvoy ; 
Hir for to treit thay fett thair haill ingyne, 60 

Ane riebe prefent thay did tili hir propyne ; 

Ane cofUie conp that large thing wald oontene, 
Coyerit and fnll of cunyeitt gold rycht fyne : 

Be blyth and bliffnll, bnrgh of Aberdein. 

O potent PamcESSy pleafant, and predair, 65 

Great eaus Thow hes to thank this nobill Tonn, 
That for to do Th6 honour, did nocht fpair 

Thair geir, riches, fubflance, and perfonn, 

Th6 to reffiive on maifi fair fafonn ; 
Th6 for to pleis thay focht all way and mein ; 70 

Thairfoir, fa lang as Quein thow beiris Croun, 
Be thankfiill to this burgh of Aberdein. 



TO THE KING. 

QUHEN MONY BENEFICES VAKIT. 



ScHiii, ftt thb feift crfbenefyoey 

nünk that fnuill partis makia grjrt ferrioe. 

And eqüaü diftributioiuiy 

Makia thame content that hea redbun ; 
And qnha hes nane ar plefit na wyfii. 5 

Schir, qnhidder ig it almefs mair 
To gif him drink that thriftia fair ; 

Or fyll ane foU man qnhyll he brift ; 

And latt bis fällow die for thrifl 
Quhylk Wjrne to drink ak worthie wer ? 10 

It is no glaid collationn 

Quhair ane makia mirrie, ane uther Inkis downe ; 
Ane thriiUs, ane nthair playia cope ont : 
Lat ania the cope go round abont. 

And wein the coyania bennifoun. 15 



\ 



TO THE KING. 



Sangt Sidratour fend filver forrow ; 
It greyis me both evin and morrowi 

Chafing £ra me all cheritie ; 
It makig me all blythnes to borrow; 

My panefbll purs fo prüdUis me. 5 

Qnbeii I wald blythlie ballattis brief, 
Langonr tbairto giris me no leif ; 

War nocht gad howp my bart npbie^ 
My verry corps for cair wald deif ; 

My paneftdl purs fo prikiUiB me. 10 

Qnben I fett me to fing or dance, 
Or go to plefand paftance, 

Than panfing of pennritie, 
Reyb lliat fra my remembrance ; 

My panefnn pnrs fo prikillis me. 15 

Qnben men tbat bes purffis in tone^ 
Paffis to drynk or to diijone^ 

Tban mon I keip ane grayetie> 
And fay, Tbat I will ftft qubill none ; 

My panefhll pars fo prikillis me. 20 
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My pun ifl maid of fic ane ikyn, 
Thair will na oorfes byd it within ; 

Stndt aa fra the Feynd thay fl6». 
Qiiha eTir tyne^ qvha erir win ; 

My panefbll pars fo prikUlis me. 25 

Had I ane man of ony nationn, 
Conld mak on it ane conjnratioun, 

To gar filrer aye in it be, 
The DeyiU fold haif no dominationn, 

With pyne to gar it prikill me. SO 

I huf inqnyrit in mony a place, 
For help and oonfort in this cace^ 

And all men fayis, My Lord, that ye 
Can beft remeid for this mal-eifs, 

That with fic panis prikOlis me. 35 



TO THE KING. 



Off benefyce. Schirm at everie feift, 
Qaha monyefl hes makig maiil reqneifl : 

Gel thay nocht all, thay think ye wrang thame ; 
Ay is the ouer-word of the gaift, 

Giff thame the pelf to part amang thame. 5 

Smn fwaillis fwan, fam fwaillis dnik. 
And I ftand fafland in a nnikei 
Quhill the effect off all thay fiing thame : 
Bot, Lord t how petewouflie I luik^y 

Qohen all the pelf thay pairt amang thame. 10 

Off fic hie felftis of Sanctis in glorie, 
Baithe off commonn and proper florie, 

Qnhair lordis war patronis, oft I fang thame 
Caritas pro Dei amore ; 

And yit, I gat na thing amang thame. 15 

This hlynd warld ever fo payis his dett, 
Ryche befoir puir fpraidis ay thair net, 

To fifche all wateris dois belang thame : 
Qnha na thing hes can na thing get. 

Bot ay as fypher fett amang thame. 20 
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Ay ftreft fiiderb het Cyreft Fowlii ; 
Siq^pois thay half no fang bot yonUs, 

In filyer caigit thay fit at clieif ; 
Kynd natyre neft dois clek bot Owlis : 

Ezoefii of thocht doia me mifcheif. 25 

O gentin Egin, how may tbis be, 
Tbat of all Ibwlis dois beeil fL6 1 

Yonr leigis qnby will ye nocbt releif. 
And chereift eftir tbair degr6 ? 

Ezcei« of tboeht dob me mifcbeif. SO 

Qoben fenrit ii aU utJur man» 
Ctentin and fonpill off eyery daDi 

Kyne of Raxtf CohYEARp and Johnjb ths Reif, 
Na thtttg I get, nor conqneis can : 

Excefs of thodit dois me mifcbei£ 35 

Thocht I in conrt be maid refufs. 
And haif few yertewis for to rofs ; 

Yit am I cDmin of Adame and Eif, 
And ßme wald leif as utberis dois : 

Ezceis öf thocht dois me mifcheif. 40 

Or I fuld leif in fic mifchance, 
Gife it to God war no greyance, 

To be a pyk»thank I widd prrify 
For thay in warld wantis no plefans : 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif^ 45 



TO TH£ KINO. 168 



In fum parte on my fdf I pleny^ ; 
Qulien nthir folkis dpis flattir and feny^ 

Allace ! I can bot Ballatti» brieif ; 
Sic baimeheid biddis my brydill renye : 

Excefs ofthooht doismemifchei^ 50 

I grant my fervice is bot licht ; 
Thairfoir of mercy, and nocbt of rieht, 

I a£k yowy Schir, no man 16 greif, 
Smn medecyne g^e that ye micht : 

Exce& of thocht dois tfkb mifcheif« 55 

May nane remeid my mahkdy 
Sa weill as ye, Schir> ¥€^y ; 

For with a Benefice ye Biay preif, 
And gif I mend nocht heilely : 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifch^if* 60 

I wes in yowth on nureifs kn^, 
Dandely I Bifchop, dandely I 

And quhen that ege now dois me greif, 
Ane fempill V icar I can nocht be : 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif. 65 

Jok that wes wont to keip the flirkis, 
Can now draw him ane cleik of kirkis, 

With ane fals cairt in to bis fleif, 
Worth all my Ballattb undir the birkis : 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif. 70 
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Twa cnrif or thr6 hei upolandis Michelle 
With difpenfatioiiu biind in a knitchell ; 

Thocht he frm nolt had new tane leify 
He playis with totam, and I with nichell ! 

Excefs of thodit doia me mifcheif. 75 

How fold I leif that is nocht landit, 
Nor yit with Benefice am I blandit, 

I fay nocht, Schir, yow to repreif ! 
Bot donüef« I ga rycht neir hand it : 

Ezcefii of thocht dois me mifcheif* 80 

Ai fitnle ia heir in Porgatory, 
Leving in pane and houp of glory ; 

So ifl my felf ye may beleif. 
In howp, Schir, of your adjntory : 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif« 85 
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OF DISCRETIOUN IN ASKING. 



Of erery Aiking foUöwis nocht 
Rewaird, bot gif fum canfe war wroeht ; 

And quluur. canfe is, men weill may fie^ 
And qnhair nane is, it wilbe thocht 

In Afking fowld Difcretioun be. 5 

Ane fiile, thocbt he baif caufs or nane» 
Cryis ay. Gif me, in to a drene ; 

And he that dronis ay bm ane bee 
Sowld haif ane heirar duU as flane : 

In Aiking fowld Difcretioun be. 10 

Snm afkig mair than he defervis ; 
Sum afkis far les than he fervis ; 

Snm fchames to aflc, and braidis of me. 
And all withowt reward he ftervis : 

In Aiking fowld Difcretioun be. 15 

To aik but ferrice hurtis gud fame, 
To aik for ferrice is nocht to bhune ; 

To ferve and leif in beggartie^ 
To man and maifler is baith fchame : 

In Aiking fowld Difcreüoun be. 20 
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He tliat dob all his befl fenryifs» 
May fpiU it all with craldds and cryis, 

Be f owU inoportanitie ; 
Few wordifl may fuffyis the wyifs ; 

In Aiking fowld Difcretioon be. 25 

Nocht neidfbll ia men ibwld be dnnii 
Na thiilg ia gotlin bot wordia fnm, 

Nocbt fpeid bnl düigenee we ft ; 
For na thiog it allane will com : 

In Aiking fowld Diforetioan be^ 30 

Aiking wald baif oonrenient placct 
Convenient tyme» lafonr, and ipaoe ; 

Bat halft or preüa of grit menyiey 
Bnt hurt abafit» bnt tomg leUafg : 

In Aiking £bwld Diieretionn be. 35 

Snm micht baif Yea, with littül corei 
That b6s oft Nay, with grit labonr ; 

All for that tyme nocht byd can he. 
He tynifl baith emmd and hoaonr : 

In Aiking fowld Difcretioon be. 40 

i Snppois fhe fervand be lang nnqnit, 
^ TheLord fum tyme rewaird will it I 
Gif he doia nocht, qnhat remedy ? 
To focht with Fortonni ia no witt : 
In Aiking fowld Difcretionn be» 45 



OF DISCRETIOÜN IN GEVING. 



To fpeik of Giftis or almoufi deidis : 
Sam gern for mereit^ and fum for meidifl ; 

Snm wardly hondnr to uphie ; 
Som geyis to thame that no thing neidis ; 

In Geving fowld Difcretionn be. 5 

Som geyis for pryd» and glory vane ; 
Snm getis with grugebg and with paae ; 

Snm gevifl on prattik for foppU ; 
Som geyb for twyife als g.d agane : 

In Geving fowld Difcretiomi be. 10 

Som geyis for thank» and fom for threit ; 
Snm geyis money, and fum ffeyis meit ; 

Snm geyis wordis &ir and 116 ; 
And giftis fra fom ma na man treit: 

In Geying fowld Difcretionn be« 15 

Som is for gift fa lang reqnyred, 
Qnhill tbat the creyar be fo tyred, 

That or the gilt deliyerit be, 
The thank ia fmftrat and expyred ; 

In Geying fowld Difcretionn be. 20 
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Som geTis fo littiU fall wretchidy, 
That aU hii gifUs ar nocht fet by, 

And for a hnid-pyk haldin u he, 
lliat all the warld cryis on him Fy I 

In Gering fowld Difcretioun be. 25 

Som in bis gering is fo large, 
That all onr-ludm is big bärge ; 

Than ryce and prodigalitiey 
Thair off bis hononr dois difchairge : 

In Gering fowld Difcretionn be. SO 

Snm to the riebe geria bis geir, 
That micht bis giftis weill forbeir ; 

And thocht the penr for falt fould d^, 
His cry nocht enteris in bis eir : 

In Gering forrld Difcretionn be. S5 

Snm geris to ilrangeris with face new, 
That yiflerday fra Flanderis flew ; 

And to anld ferrandis lift nocht f(§, 
War tbay nerir of fa grit rertew : 

In Gering fowld Difcretioun be. 40 

Snm geris to thame can afk and plenyie ; 
Som gevi« to thame caa flattir and fenyie ; 

Snm gevis to men of honeftie, 
And baldig aU janglaria at difdenyie : 

In Creving fowld Difcretioun be. 45 



OP DISCRETIOÜN IN GEVING. 671 



Sum gettis giftis and riebe arrayis 
To fweir all tliat bis maifter fayis, 

Thocht all the contrair weill knawis he ; 
Ar mony fic now in thir dayis : 

In Geying fowld Difcretiouu be. 50 

Som gevis to g^d men for tbair tbewis ; 
Sum gevis to trompouris and to fcbrewis ; 

Som gevis to knaw bis awtoritie ; 
Bot in tbair ofice gnde fnndin few is : 

In Geying fowld Difcretioan be. 55 

Sum gevis parrocbynnis füll wyd, 
Kirkis of Sanct Barnard and Sanct Bryd, 

Tbe people to teicbe, and to owirfie, 
Tbocbt be na wit bes ibame to gyd : 

In Geying fowld Ilifcretionn be. 60 



OF DI8CRETI0ÜN IN TAKINO. 



Eftir GeTing I fpeik of Taking, 
Bot littül ef ony gud forfaUdag ; 

Snm takkifl our littill »wtoritie^ 
And fom onr-meldlly and that b glaUang : 

In Taking fowld Difcretioan be. 



The derkifl takb beneficis with brawlis» 

Som of Sanct Petir» and fum of Sanct Paollu ; 

Tak he the rentis, no cair hei he, 
Sappoia the Devill tak all thair fawlii : 

In Taking fowld Difcretionn be. 10 

Barronis takis fra the tennentis penre. 
All fmitt that growis on the feure, 

In mailis and gerfomes raifit ouir hie. 
And ganis thäme beg fra dure to dure : 

In Taking fowld Difcretioan be. 15 

Snm merchandis takis unleifTum win, 
\ Quhilk makifl thair pakis oft tymes fnll thin ; 

Be thair fncceifionn as ye may fie, 
That iU win geir riches nocht the kin : 

In Taking fowld Difcretionn be« 20 



OF DISCRETIOÜN IN TAKING. ITl 



Som takis uthir mennis takkis, 

And on the peure oppreffionn makkis. 

And nevir rememberis that he mon die^ 
Quliyll that the gallowis gar him rax : 

In Taking fowld Difcretioun he. 25 

Snm takig be fie, and fam be land. 

And nevir £ra taking can bald thair band» 

Qnhill be be tyit np to ane tr6 $ 
And fyne tbay gar bim nndirftand» 

In Taking fowld Difcretioan be. SO 

Snm wald tak all bii nycbbonrig geir ; 
Had he of man als littiU feir 

As he hes dreid that 6od bim fee ; 
To tak than fowld be nevir forbeir : 

In Taking fowld Difcretionn be. 35 

Som wald tak all this warld on breid ; 
And yit nocht fatisfeit of thair neid, 

Throw bairt nnfatiable and gredie ; 
Snm wald tak littill, and can noebt fpeid ; 

In Taking fowld Difcretionn be. 40 

Grit men for taking and oppreffionn 
Ar fet fall £unons at the Seffiomii 

And penr takaris are bangit Ide^ 
Schamit for eTir^ and thair faoeefBioun : 

In Taking fowld Difcretioun be. 45 



INCONSTANCY OF LUVE- 



QuHA Will behald of Lure the chanoe, 
Witk faeit diflavyiig conntenanoe, 
In qohais fair diffimnlanoe, 

May none aflore : 
Quliilk ii begnn with iiicoiiftaiice> 5 

And endis nocht but Yariance ; 
Scho lialdis with continewance 

No fervitore. 
Difcretionn and Gonfiderance 
Ar both out of bir goyemance ; 10 

Quhairfoir» of it the fchort plefance 

May nocht indure. 
Scho is fo new of acquentanoOi 
The auld gm fira remembrance ; 
Thns I gife our the obfenrans 15 

Of Lnyis core. 
It is ane point of ignorance 
To Infe in fic diftemperance» 
Sen tyme mifpendit may arance 

No creatnre : 20 

In Luve to keip alleg^nce, 
It war ak nyfe an ordinance 
As qnha wald bid ane deid man dance. 

In fepulture. 



OF MEN EVILL TO PLEIS. 



FouR maner of folkis ar eyill to pleis ; 
Ane is, that richea hes and eifs, 
Gold, filver, come, cattell, and kj, 
And wald half part fra ntheris by. 

Ane uther is of land andrenty 5 

So great ane lord, and fo potent, 
That he may nother it rewill nor gy ; 
And yit wald half fra utheris by. 

Ane is that hes of nobill blnid 
Ane lofly lady, fair and gude, 10 

Boith verteons, wyfe, and womanly ; 
And yit wald half ane uther by. 

Ane nther dois fo doorlie drink, 
And aill and wyne within him fink, 
Qtthill in his warne no romne be dry ; 15 

And yit wald half fra utheris by. 

In earth no wicht I can perfaif, 
Of gud fo great aboundance haif, 
Nor in this world fo welthfnll wy, 
Yit he wald half frome utheris by. 20 
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Bot yitt of all this gold and goid, 
Or uther cunyiey to oondnde, 
Qnlia erir it haif, it is nocht I ; 
It goif frome me to ntheris by. 

And namelie at this Chryflis mefg, 25 

Qohair oTtr Schir Gold maid hia regrei% 
Off him I will no Largeft cry ; 
He yeid fira me tili ntheris by. 



OF COVETYCE. 



Fredome, hononr» uid nobilnefs, 
Meid, manheidy nurth^ and gentilneff, 
Ar now in conrt repnt as yyce. 
And all for canis of Cavetioe. 

All weilfiiir, welth and wantonefs, 5 

Ar cliengeit into wretchitnefs. 
And play is fett at littill pryce ; 
And all for canfs of CoTetyoe« 

Halking, hnnting, and firift horfe rynning, 
Ar chengeit all in wrangos wynnyng ; 10 

Thair is no play bot cartis and dyce. 
And aU for canfs of Covetyce. 

Honprable honfe-haldis ar aU laid donn ; 
Ane laird hes with him bot a lonn^ 
That leidis. him eftir bis devyce ; 15 

And all for canik of Coretyce« 

In bnrgbis to landwart and to fie> 
Qnhair was plefoor and grit plentie, 
Vennefonn, wyld-fowiU» wynei and fpioe, 
Ar now decayid thrucb Coretyce. 20 
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Hofbandu tliat grangia had fall grete, 
Cattell and oorne to feil and ete, 
Het now no beift bot cattis and myoe ; 
And all thracb caofi of Covetyce. 

Honefl yemen in OTery tonn, 25 

War wont to weir baith reid and bronn, 
Ar now arrayit in raggii with lyce ; 
And all thmch caafs of CoTetyoe. 

And lairdis in filk barlis to the dill, 
For qnbilk thair tonnentii fauld fommer meill, 30 
And leiru on rotis nndir the ryce ; 
And all for canis of Covetyce. 

Quha tbat dois deidis of pelie, 
And leivis in pece and cheretie^ 
Is haldin a fole, and that fnll nyoe ; 85 

And all for caufs of Covetyce. 

And qoba can reive nüui menia rowmif, 
And upoun penr men gadder fowmisy 
Ig now ane active man and wyice ; 

And all for caufs of Covetyce. 40 

Man, pleifs tby Makar, and be mirry. 
And fett nocbt by thig warld a cbirry ; 
Wirk for the place of Paradyce, 
For tluurin ringis na Covetyce. 



QÜDE COUNSALE. 



Be ye ane Inyar, Thiiik ye nocht ye fuld 
Be weill adyyfit in your governing ? 

Be ye nocht fa, it will on yow be tanld ; 
Be war tHairwith for dreid of mif-demyng : [5 
Be nocht a wreche, nor fkerche in yonr fpending ; 

Be layth alway to do amifs or fchame ; 
Be rewlit rycht, and keip [weill] this doctring» 

Be fecreit, trew, increfüng of your name. 

Be ye ane lear, that ig werft of all ; 

Be ye ane tratlar, that I hald als evill ; 1(^ 

Be ye ane janglar, and ye fra vertew fall, 

Be nevir mair on to thir vicis thrall ; 

Be now and ay the maifllr of your will ; 
Be nevir he that leiiing fall prodame ; 

Be nocht of langage quhalr ye fuld be flill ; 15 
Be fecreity trew, increifing of your name. 

Be nocht abafit for no wicket tung ; 

Be nocht fa fet as I haif faid yow heir ; 
Be nocht fa large unto thir faw is fung ; 

Be nocht our prowd^ thinkand ye haif no peir, 20 

VOL. I. M 
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Be ye fo wyifs tliat niheris at jow leir ; 
Be Devir he to (Uandery nor deftme ; 

Be of yeor Infe nor preichour m a fireir ; 
Be fecreity trew, increfliiig of yonr name. 



REWL OF ANIS SELF. 



To dweVL io oomt, my fremd, gife that thow lift, 

For gift of Fortoim inyy thow no degr6 ; 
Behold and heir, and lat thy tung tak reft^ 

In mekle speich ig part of vanitie ; 

And for no malyce preifs th6 nevir to lie : 5 

AU trubiU nevir thy felf foir be no tyd, 

Uthiris to rewill, that will nocht rewlit be : 
He rewlis weill, that weill him felf can gyd. 

Be war quhome to thy connfale thou difcnre, 

For trewthd wellig nocht ay for that trewth appeirig ; 10 
Fat nocht thyne honour in to ayenteure, 

Ane freind may be thy fo ag Fortoun fleirig ; 

In Company cheifg honoorable feirig. 
And fra yyld folkig draw th6 far on fyd, 

The Pfalme fayig, Cum fancto fanctug erig ; 15 

He rewlig weill^ that weill him felf can gyd. . 

Haif padence thocht thow no lordfchip pofTeid, 
For hie vertew may fland in law eflait ; 

Be thow content, of mair thow heg no neid, 
And be thow nocht, deiyre fall mak debait ; 2(X 

Evirmoir tili deth fay to the than chakmait, - 

Thocht all war thyne thig warldwithin fp wyd. 



180 REWL OF ANIS 8ELF. 



Qoha can refift the ferpent of dii^pyt ? 
He rewlis weQl, tbat weill him fdf can gyd. 

IK fran the faDowfchip of fic M ar defamit» 25 

And fra all fida tung^ follfild with iiattiy» 
Alafira allfdurewiiy or alUa thow arl efchamit ; 

Sie art thow eallit aa ia thy Company : 

Fl^ perrellos taiUia fbnndit of inry ; 
With wüfiill men fon argown thow no tyd, 30 

Qohome no refibne may feil nor pacify : 
He rewlia weill, that weill him fdf can gyd. 



And he thow nocht ane ronndar in the nuke» 

For gif thow he, men will hald th6 fufpect ; 
Be nocht in conntenance ane fkornary nor by luke, 35 

Bot dowt fidyk fall firyk th6 in the neck : 

Be war alfo to eonnfal or coreck 
Wm that extold hea far him fdf in pryd, 

Qnhair parrell ia bat proffeit or effedc ; 
He rewlia weilli that weill him felf can gyd. 40 

And fen thow feyis mony thing^ Tariand, 

With aü thy hart treit biffinefs and eure ; 
Hald God thy friend, evir flabill be him ftanc^ 

He will th6 confort in all mifayenteur ; 

And be no wayia difpytfiill to the penre 45 

Nor to no man do wrang at ony tyd ; 

Qnho fo doia» this iicker I yow affure. 
He rewlis weiU, thät fa weill him can gyd. 



OF DEMIN6. 



•««^ 



MusiNo allone thig hinder mobt, 
Of mirry day qulien gone was lieht» 

Within ane garth nndir a 1ar6, 
I hard ane röce, tkat faid on hicht, 

Ma na man naw XJndemit be : 5 

For thocht I be ane .crownit King, 
Yit fall I niocht efcbaw DamiHg ; 

Smn caHia me gtud, foni üayis thay lie, 
Snm cravifl of God to end my ring, 

So fall I nocht Undemit mei 10 

Be I ane Lml^ and noeht lord-lyk, 
Tban every pelonp and pnrf-pyk 

Sayis> liie^ndis war bettir.warit on me ; 
Tbocbt be dow nocbt to leid a tyk, 

Yit.canbe nocbt lat Demi^ig be. 15 

Be I ane lady ^eibbe and üir^ 
Witb gentill men makand jepair» 

Tban will thay fay, baidi Asbo and hie, 
Tbat I am jaipit lait and air ; 

Tbns fall I nocbt Undemit be. 20 
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Be I ane oourtman, or ane Imycht, 
Honeftly ded eftir my mycht, 

Ane prydfiill man than call thay me ; 
Bot God fend thame a widdy wicht, 

That can nocht lat fic Deming be. 25 

Be I bot littiU of ftatnre, 
Thay call me catyre createare ; 

And be I grit of quantede» 
Thay call me monfirowia of natnre ; 

Thos can thay nocht lat Deming be. SO 

And be I omat in my fpeiche» 
Than Towfy fayis, I am fa ftreichey 

I fpeik nocht lyk thair honfs moayie ; 
Snppois her mowth mifteriB a leiche» 

Yit can fcho nocht kt Deming be» 35 

Bot wifl thir folkig that ntfair Demis, 
How that thair fawis to uthir femis, 

Thair yicious wordis and vanitie, 
Thair tratling tnngis that all fiirth tamis^ . 

Som [tyme] wald hit thair Deming be. 40 

War nocht the mäter wald grow the miur, 
To wirk rengeance on ane Demar, 

Bnt dont I wald cau8 mony d6 ; 
And mony cative end in cair, 

Or fom tyme lat thair Deming be.. 45 



OF DEMINO. 183 



Gade James the Ferd, our nobill King, 
Qahen that he was of yeiris ying, 
In fentens faid füll fubtiUie, 

Do WEILLy AND SEIT NOCHT BT DEMING9 

FOR NO MAN SALL UnDEMIT BE.' 50 

And fo I fall "vnth Goddis grace, 
Keip his command in to tkat cace» 

Befeiking ay the TRENmEy 
In Heyin that I may haif ane.plaeei 

For thair fall no man Demit be. 65 



HOW SALL I GOVERNE ME ! 



How fowld I rewill mAf or qnhat wyifi , 
I wald fnm wpü mmk wald devyiff ; 

I can nocht leif in no degv^y 
Bot fom will my maneris difpyis ; 

Lord God) how fall I gOTerne me I 5 

Gif I be gallandy Infty and blyth, 
Than will thay fay on me fall fwyth, 

That oat of mynd yoiie man is he> 
Or fum liea done him confort kytJi : 

Lord Qodf how fall I goveme me ! 10 

Gife I he forrowfoll and fad, 
Than wiU thay fay that I am mad, 

I do bot drowp as I wold die ; 
Thns will they fay haith man and lad : 

Lord God> how fall I goyeme me I 15 

Be I liberally gentill» and kynd 
Thocht I it tak of nohill ftrynd, 

Yit will thay fay> haith he and fche, 
Yon man is lyk out of his mind : 

Lord Crodi how fall I goyerne me ! 20 
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Gife I be lufty in array, 

Than luve I paramonris thay fay, 

Or in my hairt is prowd aod bie, 
Or eilig I hiuf it fom wrang way ; 

Lord God, how fall I goyeme me ! 25 

Gife I be nocht weill als befene» 

Than twa and twa fayb thame betwene, 

That eyill he gydis yone man, trewlie ; 
Lo I be bis daithis it may be fene : 

Lord Grody how fall I goyeme me ! 30 

Gife I be fene in court ouir lang, 
Than will thay mnrmoor thame amang, 

My frendfl ar nocht worth a fl^, 
That I fa lang bnt gnerdon gang : 

Lord Grod« how fall I goyeme me ! 35 

In court rewaird than porchefs I, 
Than half thay malyc6 and inyy. 

And fecreitly thay on me lie, 
And dois me fclander preyely : 

Lord Gody how fall I goyeme me I 40 

I wald my gyding war deyyfit ; 
Gife I fpend littiU I am difpyfit. 

Gif I be nobilly gentill, and M, 
A prodigall man I am f o pryfit : 

Lord 6od> how fall I goyeme me ! 45 



186 HOW 8ALL I OOVBRNE ME t 



Now jage thay me baith gaid aad ül. 
And I mmy bo manii timg liald ftiU, 

To do tbe beft my mynd falbe ; 
Latk every man fay qnbat be will, 

The gradoQi God mot gorerne me I 50 



BEST TO BE BLYTH. 



Füll oft I niiife> and hes in thocht, 
How tbis fals Warld is ay on flocht» 

Qahair no thing ferme is nor degetl ; 
And when I haif my mynd all focht, 

For to he blyth me tfaink it beft. 5 

Thifl warld evir dois flicht and wary, 
Fortonn fa fiftft hir qaheill dois cary ; 

Na tyme bat toming can tak refli 
For qnhois fals chan]ge fuld none be fary ; 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 10 

Wald men confiddir in mynd rycht weiU, 
Or Fortoun on him tarn hir qaheill» 

That erdly honoar may nocht left, 
His M lefs panefaU he fuld feiU ; 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 15 

Qoha with this warld dois warfill and ftryfe. 
And dois his dayis in dolour dryfe> 

Thocht he in lordfchip be pofleft. 
He levis bot ane wrechit lyfe : 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 20 
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BEST TO B£ BLYTH. 



Off waridii gad and giit richeii, 
Qnluit firoot het mma but minrmefs ? 

Thodit he this wvld had eift «od weft. 
All wer poTertie bat gfaddneili : 

For to be blyth me diiiik it beft. 



25 



Qnho fold for tyniUl drowp or iiy 
For thyng that it bot^ Tanitle ; 

Sen to tke lyfe that^yir doli left, 
Heir is bot twynklyng of an ee : 

For to be blyth me think it beft 

Had I for warldk nnkfndaeft 
In hurt tane ony havioeTsy 

Or fro my pleiana bene oppreil» 
I had bene deid lang fyne dowtlefii : 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 

How evir tbis warld do change and vary, 
Lat US in hurt nerir moir be fary. 

Bot eyir be reddy and addreft|. 
To pafs out of this frawfoU fary : 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 



30 



35 



40 
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OF CONTENT. 



QuHO thinkig he lies fufficience, 
And of gudis hes no indigence ; 

Thocht he have nowthir Iftnd nor rent> 
Great mycht, Hör hie magnificencey 

He hes anewch that is content. 5 

Quho had all the nahes unto Ynd, 
And wer nocht fatisfeit in mynd, 

With poyertie I hald him fchent ; 
Off covatyce fic is the kynd : 

He hes anewoh that is content. 10 

Thairfoir I pray yow, hreider deir, 
Nocht to delyt in daynteis feir ; 

Thank God of it is to thö fent, 
And of it glaidlie mak gad cheir : 

He hes anewch that is content. 15 

Defy the warld, fenyeit and fals, 
With gall in hart, and hnnyit hals : 

Qnha maifl it ferris fall fonafl repent : 
Off qnluus ihhchettis four is the fals : 

He hes anewch that is content. 20 
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ON CONTENT. 



Gif thow het mycht, be gentili and fr6 ; 
And gif thow ftandis in porertie^ 

(MF thine awin' will to it oonfent ; 
And riches fall retom to tli6 : 

He hes anewch that Li content.' 



25 



And je and I, my bredir all, 

Tliat in this lyfe hea lordfchip fmaU» 

Lat langnonr nocht in ns imprent ; 
Gif we nocht dym we tak no fall : 

He hes anewch that is content. 



SO 



For qnho in warld moft coyatos is 
In World is puirefl man, I wjs^ 

And moifl neidy of his intent ; 
For of all gudis no thing is hisi 

That of no thing can be content 



35 



ADVICE 
TO SPEND ANIS AWIN GUDE. 



Man, fen thy lyfe is ay in weir. 
And deid is eyir drawand neir, 
Thy tyme nnficker and the plaoe^ 
Thyhe awin gnde fpend quliill thow hes ipace. 

Gif it be thyne, thy felf it vßa, 5 

Gif it be nocht, th^ it refofis ; 
Ane nthir of it the profTeit hes ; 
Thyne awin gnde fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

Thow may to day haif gnde to fpend, 
And heflely to mome £ra it wend, 10 

And leif ane nthir thy baggis to bridfs ; 
Thyne awin gnde fpend qnhill thow hes ipace* 

Quhill thow bes fpace, £6 thow difpone» 
That for thy geir, quhen thou art gone, 
No wicht ane nther flay nor chace ; 15 

Thyne awin gnde fpend qnhill thow hes fpace* 

Snm all bis dayis dryvis onr in vane, 
Ay gadderand geir with forrow and pane. 
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And nerä b güud «t Yale nor Paifs ; 
Tliyiie awin gade fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 20 

Syne cmnb ane uther glaid of hig forrowy 
That for him prayit nowthir evin nor morrow» 
And fangb it all with mirrynais ; 
Thyne awin gpde fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

Som grit gud gadderifl, and ay it fpairisy 25 

And eftir him thair cumis ynng airis, 
That hig anld thrift ftttif on an ace ; 

Thyne awin gude f^end qnhffl thow hes fpace. 

It ig all thyne that thow heir fpendig, 

And nocht all that on th6 dependig, 30 

Bot hig to fpend it that heg grace ; 

Thyne awin gade fpend qnhill thow heg fpace. 

Treft nocht ane nther will do th6 to, 
It that thy felf wald nevir do ; 
For gife thow dois, ilrenge ig thy cace ; 35 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow heg fpace. 

Luke how the baime dois to the mnther. 
And tak example be nane nther, 
That it nocht eftir be thy cace ; 

Thyne awin gude fpend qnhill thow heg fpace. 40 
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NO TRESSOÜR AVAILIS WITHOUT 

6LAIDNES. 



Bb miny» Man» and tak nocht iiir in mynd 

The wavering of this wrechit Warld of forrow ; 

To God be humiU, and to thy freynd be kynd^ 
And with thy nychtbouiig gläidly len and borrow ' 
His Chance to nycht it may be thyne to morrow ; 

Be blyth in hairt for ony aventure, 

For oft with wyfe men it hes bene faid aforrow; 

Withoat 61aidn6» availis no Treflbnr. 

Mak th^ gnd cheir of it that God th^ fendis» 
For Warldis wrak but w^ilfair nocht availis ; 10 

Na gnde is thyne, faif only [that] thow fpendis» 
Remenant all thow brokis bot with bailis r 
Seik to folace quhen fadnes th6 afßülis ; 

In dolonr hing thy lyfe may nocht indure, 
Qnhairfoir of oonfort fet up all thy üulis ; 1 5 

Without Glaidn^g availis no Treflbor. 

FoUow on petie, fl^ truble and debait, 
With fiimons folkis bald thy cnmpany ; 

Be charitabill and humyll in lliyne eftait, 
For Warldly hononr leftis bot a cry ; 20 

VOL. I. K 
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For trable in erd tak no maüancoly; 
B« liehe in pacience, gif thow in gndis be piire> 

Qnho leTis mirry he levis michtely ; 
Withont Gh4dnte «yaüis no Treflbnr. 



Hiow feis thir wrechii fett with forrow and cair, 25 
To gaddir gndis in au thair lyris fpace ; 

And qnhen thair bagg^s ar fiiB thair felfis ar bair. 
And of thair riches bot the keping hes : 
QnhiU nthiris eom to fpend it that hes grace, 

Qnhilk of thy wynning no labonr had nor eure, 30 

. Tak thow example, and fpend with mirrinefs ; 

Withont Ghudn^ aTailis no Treflbnr. 

Thocht all the werk that eyir had lerand wicht 
Wer only thyne, no moir thy pairt dois fall, 

Bot meit, drjrnk, elais, and of the laif a ficht, 35 
-Yit to the Jnge thow fall gif compt of all ; 
Ane raknyng rycht comis of ane mgment fmaD : 

Be jnfl and joyns, and do to none injure. 

And Trewth fall mak UM ftrang as ony wall ; 

Withont Glaidn^s avulis no Treflbnr. 40 



NONE MAY ASSURE IN THIS WARLD. ^ 



QuHOME to fall I oomplene my wo. 
And kyth my kairis ane or mo ? 

I knaw nocht amang riebe nor pure, 
Qiiha is my freynd, quha k my fo ; 

For in this Wadd may none afibre. 5 

Lford! how fall I my dayis difpone» 
For lang fervice rewarde is none; 

And fchort my lyfe may heir indare ; 
And loffit is my tyme bygone : 

In to this Warld may none afliire. 10 

Oft Falfett rydis with ane rowt^ 
Quben Trewtli gois on bis fute abowt. 

And bik o£ fpending dois bim fpnr ; 
Tbns wbat to do I am in dowt : 

In to tbis Warld may noneafiure. 15 

Nane beir bot riebe men bes renoun. 
And bot pure men ar plnckit denn; 

And nane bot jnft men tbolis injurOy 
Sa Wit is blindit and Reilbun : 

In to this Warld may none affiire. 20 
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Vertew the Coart hes done difpyifs ; 
Ana rebald to renoun dois ryifs» 

Aad cairlis of nobfliis hes ihe cnre, 
And bumbardif bmkb the benifyifs : 

In to thii Warld may none aflbre. 25 

All (}entrice and Nobüitie 
Ar paffit out of h6 degr6 ; 

On Fredome u kdd foiifaltoor; 
In Prinees k ihair no pety ; 

For in tkifl Warld may none aflnre. 30 

Is none fo armit in to plait» 
That can fra troble him debait ; 

May no man lang in welth indnre, 
For wo tbat evir lyis at the wait : 

In to ihifl Warld may none aflure. 35 

Fkittery weiriB ane fhirit gönn. 

And Falfett with the Lordis dois ronn ; 

And Trewth flandifl barrit at Ae dore; 
And Hononr exnl is of the tonn : 

In to this Warld may none aflure. 40 

Fra ererilk mowth fair wirdis proceidis, 
In every hairt difceptioun breidis, 

Fra eyerilk 6 gois Inke demnre^ 
Bot fra the handis gois few gnd deidis z 

In to this Warld may none afliire. 45 
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Toungis now ar maid of qQh3rte qnliailt bone, 
And hairtis ar maid of hard flynt done ; 

And ene of amiable lAyth. afnrei 
And handis of adamant laitk to difpone : 

In to this Warld may nane aflure. 50 

Yit hairt, with band and body, all 
Mon anfwer Deth quben be dois call, 

To compt befoir tbe Juge fature ; 
Sen all ar deid, or tban d6 fall, 

Qnha fuld in to tbis Warld aüiire ? 55 

No tbing bot Detb tbifl fcborüy crävis^ 
Qnbair Fortonn evir as fo düTavisy 

Witb freyndly fmylingis of ane hnre, 
Qubais fals bebechtis as wynd byne wayis : 

In to tbis Warld may none aiTore. 6 

O ! qnba fall weild tbe wrang pofleffioun, 
Or tbe gold gatberit witb oppreffioun, 

Quben tbe Angell blawb bis bugill flnre ? 
Qubilk unreilorit belpis no confeflioon : 

In to tbis Warld may none aifure. 66 

Qubat belp is tbair in lordfcbippis fevin, 
Quben na boufs is bot Hell and Hevin, 

Palice of licbt^ or Pitt obfeure, 
Qubair youlis ar bard witb borreble flevin . 

In to tbis Warld may none affiire. 70 
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Ubiard«ntet Abibub^ 
Semper dioontM V» I Va I 

SaU ory, AOace I diat wemen thame bare; 
O quam» fmt ift» tenebr» I 

In to tUi Warld may none aflbr«. 75 

Ulan qoho ftU wbk for Warldis wrak, 
Qnhen finde and fyre üü onr it firak, 

Ana trely firnftir ftUd and foi«, 
Witb tempeft keno and kiddons crak? 

In to thii Warld may none Mtre. 80 



Lord I ftn in tyme fk fimd tö edm/ 
De terra farrectnma fam, 

Howard me witk non erdly eare. 
Bot me receare in regnnm tnom : 

In to tbis Warld may none afibre. 



85 



LEARNING VAIN WITHOUT 
GUID LYFE. 

WRITTEN AT OXINFÜRDE. 



To fjpeik of fciencey craft, or fapience, 

Off yertew, inorall cnnnyng, or doctryne ; 
Off jure, of wifdome^ or intelligence ; 

Off ererie ftndy, lair, or difcipline ; 

Au is bot tynty or reddie for to tyne, 5 

Nocht ufing it as it fhonld nfit be ; 

The craift exeroeing, confiddering nocht the fyne : 
Aue paralous feiknes is Vain Profperit^. 

The curious probatioun logicall ; 

The eloqaence of omat rethorie ; 10 

The natnrall fcience philofophicall ; 

The dirk apperance of Agronomie ; 

The Theologis fermoiin ; the fablis of Poetrie ; 
Withont Guid Lyfe all in the felf dois d^, 

As Mayis flouris dois in September dry : 15 

A paralous lyfe is Vain Profperitie. 

Qohairfoir, ye Clerkis griteft of conflance, 

Follefl of fcience and of knawlegeing, 
To US be myrroris in yoor governunce ; 
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LEARNINO VAIN, &«. 



And in oor darknefs be lampb in fchyning : 20 
Or thane in fimftar is all yonr lang leaniing ; 

Gif io yonr iawia your deidb oontrair be» 
Your maift aocofar falbe yonr mwin cnnning : 

A peraloQs feiknes ia Vune Profperitte. 



OF THE WARLDIS VANITY. 



O Wreche, be war I this Warld will wend th£ fro, 

Qnhilk hes begylit mony greit efiait ; 
Tome to thy fireynd, beleif .nocht in thy fo» 

Sen thow mon go, be gratbing to thy gait ; 

Remeid in tyme, and rew nocht all to lait ; 5 

Provyde thy place» for thow away mon pafs 

Out of this vaill of trubbill and diflait : 
Vanitas Vanitatnm> et omnia Vanitas. 

Walk forth Palgrime» quhill thow hes dayis lycht, 
Drefs fro defert, draw to thy dwelling place ; 10 

Speid home, for qnhy ? anone cnmmis the nycht 
Quhilk dois th6 follow with ane ythand chaife I 
Send up thy faill, and win thy port of grace ; 

For and the Deith ourtak th6 in trefpas, 

Then may thow fay thir wonrdis with AUace I 15 

Vanitas Vanitatmn» et omnia Vanitas. 

Heir nocht abydis, heir ftandis no thing ftabiU, 
[For] this fals Warld ay flittis to and fro ; 

Now day up bricht, now nycht als blak as fabill, 
Now eb, now flude, now freynd, now cruell fo ; 20 
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Now glaid» now fad, aow weill, now in to wo ; 
Now ded in gold, diflblrit now in afg ; 

80 dob this Warld [ay] tranfitorie go : 
Vanitat Vanitatom, et omnia Vanitaa. 



OF THE CHANGES OF LYFE. 



I SBIK about this Warld nnftabiU, 
To find ane fentence conveneabill ; 

Bot I can nocht in all my wit» 

Sa trew. ane fentence find of it, 
As fay it is diflaTeabill. 5 

For yeflirday, I did dedair 

Qobow tkat the tym was faft and fair, 

Gome in als firefche as pacock feddar ; 

This day it fltmgis lyk ane eddar, 
Condnding all in my contrair. 10 

Yeflirday fair np fprang the flonris, 
This day thay ar all flane with fdionris ; 
And fowUs in forreft that fang cleir, 
Now weipis with ane dreirie cheir» 
Fnll cauld ar bayth thair bedis and bouris. 15 

So nixt to Symmer, Wynter bein ; 
Nixt eftir confort, eairis kein ; 

Nixt eftir dark nycht, the mirthfuU morrow ; 

Nixt eftir joy, ay cummis forrow: 
So is this Warld, and ay hes bein. 20 



OF THE WARLDIS INSTABILFTIE. 



TO THE KING. 



This wayerand Warldif wretohedneft, 
The fiulyeand and fhiitlefs biffineft, 
The mifpent tyme, tfae fenrice Taine, 
For to confidder is ane pane. 

The flydand joy, the gludnefs fchort» 5 

The feinyeid luifi the fala confort, 
The fweit abayd» the flichtfiill traoe, 
For to confidder is ane pane. 

The fugurit monthisy with myndis thairfra» 
The figurit fpeiche^ with faceis tna^ 10 

The plefand toungb, with hartis unpkne, 
For to confidder is ane pane. 

The leill labour lofi;, and leill fervice, 
The Lmg ayam on humiU wyfe. 
And the lytill rewarde agane, 15 

For to confidder is ane pane. 

Nocht I fay all be this Contra, 
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France, Ingland, Irelandy Alrnan^, 
Bot all be Italie and Spane ; 

Qnhilkto oonfidder is ane pana 20 

The change of Warld fra weill to wo, 
The hononrable nfe is all ago. 
In hall, in bonr, in bnrgh and plane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

Beleif dois hoip, tnuft dois nocht tarie, 25 

Office dois flit, and conrtis dois varie, 
Pnrpois dois change> as wynd or lune ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

6ade rewll is banifchit our the Bordour, 
And rangat ringis bot ony ordour, 30 

With reird of rebaldis, and of fwane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

The pepill fo wickit ar of feiris, 
The frudefs erde all witnefs beiris, 
The ayr infectit and prophane ; 35 

Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

The temporall flait to gryp and gather, 
The föne düheris wald the father, 
And as ane dyronr wald him demane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 40 
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Kirkmen fo Um w aad gode, 
Tliat on tludr oonfoieiice» rowne and mde, 
May tum aneht oxia and ane wane ; 
Qohilk to oonfidder ii ane pane. 



I knaw nockt how tha Kirk it gydit, 45 

Bot Benefida ar nocht leiD daTydit ; 
Sam men hea ferin, and I nocht ane ; 
to oonfidder is ane pane. 



And fmn» nnworthy to bronk ane ftall^ 
Wald dym to be ane Catdmall, 50 

Ane Bifchoprik maj nocht him gane ; 
Qohilk to oonfidder is ane pane. 

Unworthie I, amang die laif, 
Ane Kirk doit ereif, and nane can half; 
Snm with ane thraif playii pafibge phuie ; 55 
Qohilk to oonfidder ia ane pane. 

It cnmifl be King, it cnmis be Qnene^ 
Bot ay fic fpaoe is ns betwene^ 
That nane can fchnt it with ane flane ; 
Qohilk to confidder is ane pane. 60 

It micht have cnnunin in fchortar qnhyll 
Fra Calyeeot and the new-fund Yle, 
The partis of Tranfineridiane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 
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It micht, be Aü, had it hein kynd» 65 

Cummm oai of the defertis of Ynde, 
Gor all the grit f^^ OceaRe ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

It miclit haYe cvmmin out of aU airtisy 
Fra Paris, und the Orient partis, 70 

And fra the Ylis of Aphrycane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 

It is fo lang in enming me tili, 
I dreid that it be qnyt gane will, 
Or bakwart is tnmit agane ; 75 

Qahilk to confidder is ane pane. 

Upon the heid of it is hecht 
Bayth unicomis, and crownis of wecht, 
Quhen it dois cnm all men dois frane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. SO 

I wut [it] is for me provydit. 
Bot fa done tyrefum it is to byd it, 
It brekis my hairt, and brifiis my brane ; 
Qahilk to confidder is ane pane. 

Greit Abbais grayth I nill to gather, 85 

Bot ane Kirk fcant coverit with hadder ; 
For I of lytill wald be fane ; 
Quhilk to confidder is ane pane. 
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And for my Cnris in fiiidrie phoe^ 
With help, Schir, of yoiir nobill Giace, 90 

My fillie fiuile iUl nerer be fline; 
Na for fio fyii to fufier pane« 

Ezperienoe doli me to infpyre, 
Of thifl hl» imilyeand Warld I tyre» 
That ever moir flittis lyk ane phane ; 95 

QnliUk to.eonfidder is ane pane. 

The fonnest hoip yit that I hare 
In all thig Warld, fa Ood me fave, 
If in Yoor Graoe, bayth crop and graynei 
Qnhilk ia ane lefibon of my pane» 100 
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ERDLY JOY RETURNIS IN PANE. 



Off Lentren in the firfl momyng, 
Airly as did the day up fpring^ 
Thns fadg ane bird with voce npplane, 
All Erdly joy retomis in pane. 

O Man I half mynd that tbow mon pafs ; 5 
.Bemembir that thow art bot af8> 
And ihll in afs retom agane : 
AU Erdly joy retomis in pane. 

• 

Half mynd that eild ay foUowis yowth, 
Deth foUowis lyfe with gaipand mowth, 10 
Devoring fmot and flowring grane : 
AU Erdly joy retnmis in pane. 

Welthy warldly gloir, and riebe array, 
Ar aU bot thorius laid in thy way, 
OnrooYtilred with flonris laid in ane träne : 15 
AU Erdly joy retnmis in pane. 

Come neyir yit May fo firefche and grene, 
Bot Jannar come als wod and kene ; 
voll. I. o 
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Wm nerir fie drowth bot anu oome rane : 
All Erdlyjoy fctomis inpane. 20 



Emamair nato dui Wacldie joy» 
As nerreft air facceidis noy ; 
Tbairfoir qnlieii joy may nocht remane, 
ffia Terry air fncoeidit pane ; 



HeldiretiiniiamSMiQieili; 25 

And Mirdi ratiiniii in HanafA; 
Tonn in dafert| fonr«ft in plane s 
AU Brdly joy retomis in pane* 

Fredome retnmia in Wrediitn^dii» 
And Trewtli retnmia in Dowbilnefl^ 30 

With fenyeit wirdia to makmen fine ; 
All Brdly joy retnmia in pane. 

Vertew retnrnia into Vyoei 
And Hononr into Ayaryoe ; 
With Cnvatyce ia Gonfdens flane ; 35 

All Erdly joy retnmia in paine« 

« 

Sen erdly joy abydia neyir^ 
Wirk for the joy that leftia erir; 
For uther joy ia all bot vane : 
All Erdly joy retnmia in pane« 40 



LAMENT FOR THE MAKARIS. 

QUHEN HE W£S SEIK. 



I THAT in heill wes and glaidnefs. 
Am trublit nöw irith grJBt ieilmefii, 
And feUii witk infinmÜe ; 
Timor Mortis conitoriMit mc. 

Onr plefimce heir is all yane glory, 5 

This fal9 Wärlf b bot tnmfitöry; 
The flefche i» bmUe, the Feynd is iU$ 
Timor Mortis cioiitorbat me. 

The ilait of Man dois change and vary, 
Now foimd» now €ejk, ndw blythy now faryv 10 
Now danfand miny^ now like to die ; 
Timor Mortis conturbat me. ' 



No Stait in Erd heir ilandis ficker ; 
As with tiie vynd wavis tlie wickir. 
So wavis tliis Warldis ranit^ ; 15 

Timor Mortis conturbat me. 
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Unto the Ddd goit all Eftutis» 
Frinöiy PreOalUs» and Poteftaitu, 
Baith riche and pnire of all degr^ ; 
Httor Mortia contorbat me. 20 

He takif ihe Knychtis in to feQd, 
Anannit nnder helme and fcheild ; 
ViGtonr he b al all mdlie : 
Timor Mortia contorbat me. 

. . • • « 

That flrang nnmefcifbll tyrand 25 

Takis on ihe Matheria breift fowkand 
The Bah» fall of benignit^ : 
Timor Mortis contnrhat me« 



He takis the Campiomi in Übe ftoiu-y 
The Capitane elofit in the toor, 30 

The Lady in .bonr fnll of bewtie : 
Timor Mortis contorbat me. 

He fpairis no Lord for his pifoenoe, 
Nor Gerk for his intelligence ; 
His awfoll ündk may no man fl4 ; S5 

Timor Mortis contorbat me. 

Art Mi^cianis, and Aflrologgis^ 
Rethoris, Logicianis, Theologgis, 
Thame helpis no condofionis ile ; 
Timor Mortis contorbat me. 40 
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In Medicyne the mofl Practicianis, 
Leichis, Snrrigianis, and Phifidanis, 
Thame felf fra Deth may nocht fupple ; 
Timor Mortis conturbat me. 

I fee that Makaris ämang the laif 45 

Playis heir thair padyanis, fyne gois to graif ; 
Spairit is. nocht thair facolt^ : 
Timor Mortis conturbat me. 

He hes done peteonflie devonr, 
The noble Chawcer of Makaris flonir, 50 

The MoNK OF Bery, and Gowi^r, all thr£; 
Timor Mortis conturbat me. 

The gude Schir Hew dp Eglintoun, 
Etrik, Hbryot, and Wyntoun^ 
He hes tane ont of this Contra ; .55 

Timor Mortis conturbat me. 

That Scorpionn feil hes done infek 
Maifler Johne Clerk^ and James Afflek^ 
Fra ballat making and traged6 ; 
Timor Mortis contnrbat me. 60 

Holland and Barbour he has berevit ; 
Allace I that he npcht with us levit 
Schir Mungo Lokert of the Le ; 
Timor Mortis contnrbat me. 
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CLSRKof TnuMBtttk hebet taney 65 

Thst nudd the mwnterb ef Gftwuie ; ^1 

Schir GfLBBBT Hay endit hev he : 1 

Timor Mortb .contaiiMift me. i 

H^ hes BuKB Hart» wd Saiidt Traili. \ 

aabewithUtfehotefinortallhaill» 70 

Quhilk Patrik JoHMESTouKinyditiiodttfi^; ] 

Timor Mortis .oontnriMKl me. 

He het reft Merseir hie endyte» 
Th«t did in Iure fo lifly write^ 
So fchort» fo quyk, of fentenoe hie : 75 

Timor Mortis eootnrbet me. 

He hes time Roüll of Abirdene, 
And gentill Roui^Ij of Corftorphine; 
Two bettir fallowis did no man f6 : 

llmor Mortis eontarbst me. 80 

In DnmfermelTne he hes tane Broük, 
Witb Maift^ Robert HiamisoüN; 
Schir Johne the Ross embraift hes h^ : 
Timor Mortis eontorbat me. 

And he hes now tane, kft of aw, 65 

Gud gentill Stobo and Quiüttne Schaw, i 

Of quhome all wichtis hes petie : 
Timor Mortis eontorbat me. 
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Gad Maifler Walter Kennedy, 
In poynt of dede lyis renljy 90 

Gret reuth it wer that fo fnld be ; 
Timor Mortis contnrbat me. 

Sen he bes all my Brether time. 
He will nocbt lat me leif alane, 
On forfe I mon bis nys:t pray be ; 95 

llmor Mo];tis contnrbat me« 

Sen for tbe Deid remeid is non, 
Beft is tbat we for deid difpone. 
Eftir onr drid tbat leif may we 

Timor Mortis contnrbat me. 100 



THE BfERLE AND THE NYCHTINGAILL. 



In May, at that Aurora did up fpring, 
With criftall ene chafing the daddis fable, 

I hard a Merle« with mirry notis, fing 
A fang of Iure» with voce rydit confortable^ 
Agane the Orient bemis amiable, 

Upone a blifsfiil brenche of lawryr grene ; 
Thifi wes hir fentens fueit and delectabloy < 

A lofty lyfe in Lara fervice bene. 

Undir this brench ran donn a revir bricht, 
Of balmy liqnonr, criflallyne of hew, 

Agane the heyinly aifure ikyis licht ; 
Qohur did, npone the tothir fyd, perfew 
A Nychtingaill, with fuggorit notis new, 

Qnhois angell fedderig as the pacok fchone : 
This weg hir fong, and of a fenteng trew. 

All Luve ig loft bot upone 6od allone. 



10 



15 



With notig glaid, and glorioug armony, 
Thig joyfull Merle fo falufl fcho the day, 

Quhill rong the woddig of hir melody, 
Saybg, Awalk, ye luyaris of thig May ; 
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Lo freifche Flora hes flnreil every ipray, 
As Nature hes hir taucht, the noble Qaenei 

The feild bene clothit in a new array : 
A Infty lyfe in Luvis £ftrYice bene. 

Nevir faetar noys wes hard with lerand man 26 
Na maid this mirry gentill Nyehtingaiil, 

Hir fonnd went with the reyer aa it ran 
Ont throw the frefche and flureifl lofty yaiü : 
O Merle I qaoth fcho, O fule I ftynt of thy taill, 

For in thy fong gud fentens is thair none, 90 

For boith is tynt, the tyme and the travaill 

Of every Luyq bot upone 6od allone. 

Seifs, qnoih the Merle» thy prechipg, Nychtingaill : 
Sali folk thair yowth fpend in to holinefs ? 

Of yung fanctis growis auld feyndis bnt fable« 35 
Fy I Ypocreity in yeiris tendimefs, 
Agane the law of kynd thow gois exprefs» 

That cmkit aige makis one with yowth ferene, 
Quhome natur of conditionis maid dyverfs : 

A lofty lyfe in Luvis fervice bene. 40 

The Nychting^aiU faid» Fiile, remembir thö, 
That both in yowth and eild, and every honr, 

The lave of God mofi deir to man fuld be ; 

That him, of nocht, wrocht lyk bis awin figoor. 
And deit him felf fro deid bim to fuccour ; 45 

O quhithir wes kythit thair trew luve or none? 



818 THB MERLB AND THB MYCHTINOAILI.. 



He if mnali tfew and fteUHUI pananoinv 
And Lnre if loft bol npone Idm alkme. 

The Merle fidd, Qnhy pnt Ood fo grit bewt6 

In ladeiiy with üe womanly baTuig, 50 

Bot gif he wald ihat thay fnld InTil be? 

To Iure eik Naliir gaif thame indynn jag ; 

And He of Natsr Aal Wirker wes and king, 
Wald no thing frnftir pnt, nor lat; be fenei 

In to bis Creatore of bis awin makbg : 55 

A lofty lyfe in Lnvis fenrice bene. 



The Nycbtingafll faid, Nocht to that bebnft 

Fat God fic bewty in a ladeis face, 
That fcho fnld baif the thank tbairfoir, or lofe» 

Bot He the wirkeri that put in bir fic grace ; 60 

Off bewty, bontie, ricbefs, tyme, or ipace, 
And eyery gndnefii that bene to cnm or goney 

The thank redonndis to Hirn in erery place : 
All Lnre is loft bot npone God allone. 

O Nicbtingaill l it wer a flory nyee 65 

That luve fuld nocht depend on cherit^ ; 
And gife that vertew contrair be to Tyce, 

Than love mon be a vertew, as thinkb me ; 

For ay to Inve invy mono contrair be : 
God bad eik luve thy nichtbonr fro the fplene, 70 

And quho than ladeis foetar nychtbooris be ? 
A Infly lyfe in Lnvis fervice bene. 
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The Nyclitingaill faid, BM, qphj don thow raif ? 

Man may tak in his lady fic ddyt^ 
Hirn to foryet that hir fie TerteTf gaify 75 

And for his hevin raflaif hir cnllotir quhyt i 

Hir goldth trefiit' hairis redomyt^ 
Lyk to AppoUois bemis thocht thay fehone, 

Suld nocht him blind £ro Inve that is perfyt ; 
All Luve is lofi bot npone Ood allone. 80 

The Merle faid, Luve is canfe of hoaonr ay. 

Luve makis oowardis manheid to parchafe. 
Luve makis knychtis hardy at afley, 

Lnve makis wrechis fall of lergenefs. 

Luve makis faeir folkis fall of biffinefsy 85 

Lnve makis flug^dis frefche and weill befene^ 

Luve changis vyce in yertewis nobilnefs ; 
A lufly lyfe in Luyis ferrice bene. 

The Nychtingaill faid, Trew is the contrary ; 

Sic fraftir luve it blindis men fo far, 90 

In to thau- myndis it makis thame to yary ; 

In fals yane glory thai fo drunkin ar, 

Thair wit is went, of wo thai ar nocht war, 
Qnhill that aU wirchip away be fro thame gone, 

Farne, guddis, and ftrenth : qnhairfoir weill fay I dar, 95 
And Luye is lofl bot upone God allone, 

Than faid the Merle, Myne errour I confefs ; 
This fmflir luye all is bot yanit^ ; 



MO THE MBRLB AND THB NVCBTINOAILL. 

Blind IgBoranee n« güf fie hiHiaeM, 

To M'gone to agane th« v*nt6 : 100 

Qnluirfoir I oonnTall tntrj man, thst ke 
With Inre nodit in the f«indii net be tone, 

Bot luve tbe Lore that did for hü lave d4 : 
AU LuT« b 1<^ bot apone Ood aUone. 

Tluin fang thaj both witli vocii Iowd and cleir : 105. 

The MerU fang, Man, luve God that he« ib^ nrocht. 
Ilie Nychtingaill fang, Man, Inre the Lord mott deir, 

That th6 and all thü warld müd of nodiL 

the Merle faid, Luve him that thy Infe het focht, 
EVa herin to erd, and heir tnk flefche and hone. 110 

The Nychttngaill Qtng, And with hia deid the bocht: 
All Lnve i> loft bat npone Him allone. 

Tbane flew thir hirdis onr the hewia fchene, 

Singing of loTo amang the levis fmall ; 
Quhoii ythand pleid yit nuäd my thochtis grene, 1 15 

Bothe lleping, Walking, in reft, and in traTUll : 

Me to reconfort moft it dois avaitl 
Agane for lare, qnhen lnve I can find none, 

To think how fong thig Merle and NychtingaiU, 
All Luve ia loft bot npone Ood allone. 1S& 



OF LUVE ERDLY AND DIVINE. 



Now culit is Dame Venus brand ; 
Trew Luvis fyre is ay kindUlaDdy 
And I begyn to nndirfland, 
In feynit luve qnhat foly bene : 

Now cumis Alge qubair Yowth hes bene, 5 

And true Luye ryfis uro the gplene. 

Qohill Venus fyre be deid and canld» 

Trew luvis fyre nevir bimis bauld ; 

So as tbe ta luve waxis auld, 

The totbir dois increfs moir kene : 10 

Now cumis Alge quhair Yowth hes bene, 

And true Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

No man hes curege for to wryte^ 

Quhat plefans is in luve perfyte, 

That hes in fenyeit luve delyt, 15 

Thair kyndnes is fo contrair clene : 

Now cumis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene, 

And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

FuU weill is him that may imprent, 

Or ony wayis bis hairt confent, ^0 



OF LUVE ERDLY AND DIVINE. I 
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To tone lo trew Inre hii intent. 
And füll the qoarrell to fufteine : 

Now comit Alge qoliftir Yowth het bene. 

And trew Lore ryfis firo the fplene. 

I half experience hj my feil ; 25 

In Ldyis oonrt anig did I dwell, 

Bot qohair I of a joy cowth teD» 

I coldof tmble teil fyftene: 
Now cnmii Aige qohair Yowdi heg bene. 
And trew Loto ryfi« firo the fplene. 30 

Befoir qohair that I wes in dreid, 
Now haif I confort for to fpeid ; 
Qohair I had mangr6 to my meid, 
I trefl rewaird and thanlüs betwene: 

Now comis Aige qohair Yowth hes bene, S5 

And trew Lore ryiu firo the fplene. 

Qohair love wes wont me to difpleis^ 

Now find I in to love grit eis ; 

Qohair I had denger and difeis, 

My breifl all confort dois contene : 40 

Now comis Aige qohair Yowth hes bene» 

And trew Love ryfis firo the fplene. 

Qohair I wes hört with jelofy, Z 

And wald no loTor wer bot I; | 

Now qohair I love I wsld all wy .4^ 
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Als weill as I Invit I wene : 
Now cnmis Aige quhair Yowth hes beike» 
And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

Befoir qnhair I durfl nocht for fchanoe 

My luve defcrive, nor teil hir name ; 50 

Now think I wirfchep wer and fame^ 

To all the warld that it war fene : 

Now cnmig Aige q^haii' Yowtl^ hes bene. 

And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

Befoir no wicht I did complene, 55 

So did her denger me derene ; 

And now I feU nocht by a bene 

Hir bewty, nor hir twa fair ene : 
Now cumis Aige q^bair Yowth hes bene, 
And trew Luve ryfis fro the Q>lene. 60 

I have a luve fairar of face» 
Quhom in no denger may half place, 
Quhilk will me guerdonn gif and grace, 
And mercy ay quhen I me mene : 

Now cumis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene, 65 

And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

Unqnyt I do HO thing nor fane, . 

Nor wairis a luvis thocht in rane ; 

I fidbe als weill luyit agane, 

Thair may no jangier me preVbne : 70 
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Now emiiis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene, 
And tirew Lnre rjfis fro the fplene. 

Ane laTe fo hre, fo gud, fo fneity 

So lichey fo rewtbfblly and difcreit, 

And for the kynd of man fo meit, 75 

Neyir moir falbe, nor yit hes bene : 

Now cumis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene> 

And trew Luto ryfis fro the fplene. 

Is none fk trew a Inre as he, 

That for trew Inve of us did i^ ; 80 

He fold be Invit agane, think me, 

That wald fa fane our Inre obtene t 

Now cnmis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene, 

And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

Is none bat grace of God I wis, 85 

That can in Yowth confiddir this ; 

This fals diffav^and Warldis blifs, 

So gydis Man in flonris grene : 

Now cnmis Aige quhair Yowth hes bene, 

And trew Luve ryfis fro the fplene. 90 
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THE MANER OF PASSYNG TO 
CONFESSIOUN. 



SYNFULL Man, tiur ar the fourty dayis 
That eyery man fuld ifnlfull pennence 6r€ ; 

Onre Lorde Jhefa, as haly writ fayis, 

Faftit him felf onre exampill to be^— 

Sen fic ane michty King and Lorde as he, 5 

To faft and pray was fo obedient, 
We fynfioll folk folde be more deligent. 

1 reid the. Man, of thi tranfgreffioun, 
With all tbi bert, that thow be penitent ; 

Thow fchrive th^ dene, and mak confeffioun, 10 

And £6 thairto [that] thow be deligent, 
With all thi fynnes into thi mynde prefent, 
That eyery fyn be the felfe befchawin, 
To thjrne confeiBonn it ma be kend anj knawin. 

Apon thi body gi£ thow hes ane wonnde 15 

That canfiis Ük6 gret panis for to feill, 
Thair is no leiche ma mak th6 haill and fonnde, 

Qnhill it be fene, and dengit eyery deill ; 

Rieht fua thi fchrift, bot it befbhawin weiO, 
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Thow art nocht abfll remiffioim for to gety 20 

Witteodlie aod thow [fuld] aoe fyn foryet. 

Off taenty womidif» and ane be left anhelit 

Qahat ayalis tlie leichiiig of the laif ? 
Rycht fna thi fchrift, and thair be oncht concelit, 

It ayalifl nocht thi fely fiude to faif ; 25 

Nor yit of God remiflionn for to half: 
Of fyn gif thow wald have deliTerance, 
Thow fnlde it teil with all the circnmflance. 

Sa that thi Confeflbor be wyfs and difcreity 
Than can th6 difcharge of every donte and weir, 30 

And power hes of thy fynnes oompleit : 
Gif thow can nocht fchaw farth thi fjrnnes perqneir. 
And he be blynde, and can nocht at th6 fpeir^ 

Tliow ma rycht weill in thi mynde confydder 

lliat ane blynde man is led furth be ane uther. 35 

And ia I halde, that ye ar büth begylde ; 
He can nocht ipeir, nor thow can nocht him teil, 

Quhen^ nor how, thi confcience thow hes fylde ; 
Thairfor, I reid, that thow excnfe thi feil. 
And rype thi mynde how every thing befell, 40 

The tyme, the place, and how, and in quhat wyis, 

So that thi confeffionn ma thi fynnes pryce. 

Avyfs th6 weill, or thou com to the Preiil, 
Off all thi fynnes, and namelie of the maifl» 
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That thai be reddy prentit in thi breifl ; 45 

Thow folde nocht cmn to fchryfe tli6 in [gret] haift» 
And fyne fit doun abafit as ane beift : 
With hnmyll [hairt] and fad contrytionn, 
Thow fuld cum to [mak] thine confefiioun. 

With thine awin month thi fynnes thow fuld teil ; 50 
Bot fit and heir the Preift hes nocht ado^ 

Quha kennes thi fynnes better na thi feil ? 
Thairfor, I reid th6, tak gude tent thairto ; 
Thow knawis bell qnhair bindis th6 thi fcho ; 

Thairfor, be wyfe afor or thow thair cum, 55 

That thow fchaw furth thi fynnes all and fum. 

Quhair feldin compt is tane, and hes a hevy charge, 
And fyne is reklefs in his govemance, 

And on his oonfcience he takis all to large, 

And on the end hes no rememberance, 60 

That man is abill to fall ane gret mifchance : 

The fynfnll man that all the yeir our fettis, 

Fra Pafche to Pafche, rycht mony a thing foryettis. 

I reid th6, Man, quhill thow art fi;ark and young, 

With pith and firenth into thi yeiris grene, 65 

Quhill thow art abill baith in mynde and toung, 
Repent th6, Man, and kepe thi confdence clene ; 
Till byde tili age is mony perrell fene : 

Small merit is of fynnes for to irke 

Quhen thow art ald, and ma na wrangis wyrke. 70 



THE TABILL OF CONFESSIOÜN. 



To Th6, O meraAill SalTioiir, Jhefus, 

My King» my Lord» and my Redemar fweit, 
Befoir thy blndy figonr dolorus, 

I fchir me deyne, with liamill heart contreit, 

That evir I did anto thu hour compleit» 5 

Buth in werk, in word, and eik in entent ; 

Falling on face, fnll law befoir thy feit, I 

I cry TM mercy, and lafar to repent. ( 

To Th6, my meik fweit Salvionr, I me fchryve, 

And dois me in thy mercy maift excelling, 10 

Off the wrang fpending of my Wittis Fyve,— 

In Hering, Seeing, Gnfiing, Twitchitig, and Smellingy 

Ganeftanding, grering, offending, and rebelling 
Aganis my 6od and Lord omnipotent ; 

With teiris of forrow from my ene diflilling, 15 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

I wretehit fynner vyle, and fnll of vyce, 
Off the Sevin Deidly Synnys dois me iphryye, — 

Off Pryde, off Yre, Invy, and Coretyce, 
Off Lichery, Gluttony, with fflewlh ay tili onr dryre. 
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Exercing vycis evir in all my lyve^ 
For qnliilk, aUace I I fervit to be fchent^ 

Rew on me, Jhefu, for thy woandis fyve I 
I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

I fchryye me, Lord I that I abnfit half 2S 

The Sevin Deidis of Mercy Corporall,— 

The hnngry meit, nor thrifty drink I gaif, 
Nor vefeit the feik, nor did redeme the thrall, 
Herbreit the wilfam, nor naikit cled att all, 

Nor yit the deid to bery tnke I tent : 80 

Thow, that pnt mercy aboif thy workis aU, 

I cry Th6 mercy> and lafar to repent« 

In the Seyin Deidis of Marcy Spiritaall> — 

To ignorantis nocht gaif I my teiching, 
Synnaris correctionn, nor deilitut connfall, 35 

Na nnto wofoll wretchis conforting, 

Nor nnto faolis fupport of my preiching, 
Nor was to aik forgifioiefs penitent, 

Nor to forgif my nychtbonris offending ; 
I cry The mercy, and laÜar to repent. 40 

Lord ! I half done füll litill reverence 

Unto the Sacramentis Sevin of gret renoun, — 

Thy Haly Supper for my fyn recompence, 
Baptifing, Penance, and Confirmacioun, 
Matrimony, Ordour, and Extreme Uncioun ; 45 

Heiroff, als fer as I wes negligent, 
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With hairt contreit, and teirii fiüIing'doiiDy 
I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent 

Thy Ten Commandu» — A Crod for tili hononr, 
Nocht tane in vane his name, na flayar to be^ 50 

Fader and moder to wirfchip at all honr, 
To be no theif» the haly day to nphie, 
Nychtbonris to Infe, iah witneff for to fl6, 

To leif adoltr^, to coret na manis rent; 

In all thir, Lord I cnlpable knaw I me ; 55 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafiur to repent. 

The Artiddllifl of Trenth,— A God to trow, 
The Fader that all thingis wrocht and comprehendity 

And in his haly bliffit Sdne, Jh'efu, 

Of Mary bome, on croce deit, to hell difcendit, 60 
The thrid day ryfing, to the Fader afcendit, 

Off qnick and deid to com, and bald Jugement ; 
In to thir poynttis, O Lord I qnhair I haFO offendit, 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repentt 

I trow in to the bliffit Haly Spreit, 65 

And in the Kirk, to do as it commandisy 
And to thy dorne that we fall ryfe compleit 

And tak onr flefch againe, baith feit and handis, 

All to be faiff in fhdt of gi*ace that ilandis ; 
Plane I revoik in thir quhair I mifwent, 70 

Befoir the Jage and Lord of fee and landis, 
I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 
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I fynnity Lord I that nocht 1>eing ftrong as wall. 

In Howp, in Faith, in fenrent Gheretie ; 
Nocht with the Foure Vertewis Gardenally 75 

Aganis vycis füre enarmyng me, 

With Fortttude, Prowdonce, Temperance, thir dir6 
With Jnfiice ever in werk, word, or entent ; 

To Th6y Ghryft Jhefn, cafting np myne 6, 
I cry Th6 mercy, and Lifar to repent. 80 

The Sevin Commandis of the Kirk, — ^that ia to fay» 
Thy teind to paj, and corfing to efchew, 

To keipe the feftnall and the fafting day, 
The mefs on Sonday, the parroche kirk perfeWy 
To proper Curat to mak confeffioun trew» 85 

Anis in the yeir to tak the Sacrament ; 
In thir pointis, quhair I oflFendit, fair I rew ; 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

Off fyn alfo aganis the Haly Spreit, 

Off fchrift poftponity of fyn aganis natenr, 90 

Off incontricionni of confeffioun indifcreit, 

Off reffiiit finfull of Th6 my Salratour, 

Off undone pennance, and fatis&ctioun furo, 
Off the Sevin Giflds the Haly Gaift me fent, 

Off Pater nofleri and Sevin Peticionis pure ; 95 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

Nocht thanking Th^ of gratitude nor grace» 

. That thow me wrocht, and bocht roe with thi deid ; 
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Off tliis fch«ft lyfe remembring nockt the fjpace» 
The heTiimb Uif«, tke hellis hiddeonft feid, 100 

Bat more trefpafsy my f ynais to remeid, 

Condoding nevir all thmch in myne entent ; 
O Thow, qoliois binde on rüde for men ran reid, 

I ery Th6 mercy, and laiar to repoit. 

I knaw me vicioiUy Lord» and rieht ealpabloi 105 

In aithifl fweuring» leiiing» and blafphemingy 

Off fruilrat ijpmking in conrt, in kirk» and tabilt, 
In wordis yyle» in vaneteis expreming» 
Preyffing my felf, and evilt my nicbtbonris deming, 

And fo in ydilnefs my dayis I haif fpent ; 1 10 

Thow that wes rent on rüde for my redeming, 

I ery Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

I fynnit in eonfaviiig thoehtb jolye, 
Up to the heyin extolling myn ententioun, 

In h6 exaltit arroganee» and folye, 115 

Prowdnefsy derifionn» fGorne» and vilipentioun, 
Prefumptionn, inobedienee, and contemptionn, 

In iah vane gloir, and deidis negligent ; 
O ThoW) that deit on mde, for my redemptioun^ 

I ery Th6 mercy» and lafar to repent. 120 

I fynnit als in reif, and in opprefiioani 

In wrangufg gndis taking and pofleding, 
Contrar gud refibun, confcience, and difcretioun, 

Inprodigall fpending, bat rewth of peare folkis neiding, 
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In fowll difceptiounnis, in fak inventionis breiding, 125 
To conqueifs honor, trefor, land, and rent, 

In flefchly Infi aboif mefare exceiding ; 
I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

Off mynd diiTymolat, Lord I I me confefs, 

Off feid undir ane freindly countenanee, ISO 

Off parciall jugeing, and perverfs wüfnlnefs, 

Off flattering wordis for fynding of fabflance, 

Off fals foliiting for wrang deliverance 
At Counfale, Seflioun, and at Parliament ; 

Off everilk guilt, and wicket govirnance, 135 

I cry Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent. 

I fchryYe me of all curfit Company, 

In all tyme, witting and unwitting me, 
Off criminall caufes, off deid of fellony, 

Off tyranny, and yengeable crewaltie, 140 

Off burt or flawcbter, cnlpable gif I be, 
In ony wife, deid, counfale, or confent; 

O deir Jbefu I that for me deit on tr^, 
I cry Tb^ mercy, and lafar to repent. 

Thocbt I half nocht tby precious feit to kifs, 145 

As bad tbe Magdelene, qoben fcbo did mercy craif, 

I fall as fcbo, weip teiris for my mifs. 
And every morrow feik Tb6 at tby graif ; 
Tbairfoir, forgife me, as tbow bir forgaif, 

Tbat feis my bert, as fynner penitent ! 
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Thy predoiu body, in breift I refaif ; 
I cry Th6 mercy, «nd la&r to repent. 

Thow mak me, Jhefa, on Th6 to remember I 

I afk tby Paffionn in me fo to baboond, 150 

Qobill nocbt of me unmanyeit be a member» 

Bot fall in wo, witb Th6, of every woond ; 

And eyery ftraik mak thron my bert aftonnd» 
lliat eyir did ftrenye tby fair flefche innocent ; 

Sa tbat no part of my body be fonnd, 155 

Bot crying TM mercy, and lafar to repent. 

Off all ihir fynnis tbat I did beir expreme» 
And als foryet, to Th6, Lord ! I me fchryye, 

Appeling fra tby Juilice conrt extreme,^ 

Unto thy conrt of Mercy exnlyife ; 160 

Thow mak my fcbip in bliflit port arry ve, 

Tbat failis beir in ftormis violent. 
And faif me, Jbefnl for thy woundis fyve^ 

Tbat cryis Th6 mercy, and lafar to repent« 



ANE ORISOÜN. 



Salvioüb, fappois my fenfualitiey 

Subject to fyn, hes mud my faull oft fyisy 
Sam fpark of licht and fpiritnalitie, 

Walking my witt, and reflbun bidis me ryis ; 

My corrapt confcience afkis, clipis and cryis» 
Firft grace, fyn fpace, for to amend my myfs ; 

Subflance with honour doing nane fnppryis, 
Freindis profperitie, heir peax, fyn heavins blyfs. 



OF LYFE. 



QuHAT 18 tbis Lyfe bot ane flraucht way to deid> 
Qubilk hes a tyme to pas, and nane to duell ; 

A flideing quheill ns lent to feik remeid ; 
A fre chois gevin to Paradice or Hell ; 
A pray to deid, qnhome vane is to repell ; 

A fchoirt torment for infineit glaidnefk. 

Als fchoirt ane joy for leiland hevynefs I 



OF THE NATIVITIE OF CHRIST. 



RoRATB Coli defaperl 

Hevins diflill yoBr balmy fchouruiy 
For DOW is riffin tbe brycht day-fter, 

Fro the Roifs Mary, flonr of flonris : 

The deir Sone, quhome no clud devonrisy 5 
Smmuiitnig Phebus in the eüy 

Is emnin of his bevioly touris ; 
St nobis Puer natus eil. 

ArchaDgellisy angellis, and dompnationis, 

Tronisy poteflatis, and marteiris feir^ 10 

And all ye hevinly operationis, 

Ster, planeit, firmament, and fpeir, 

Fyre, erd, air, and watter cleir, 
To Hirn gife ioring» moft and left, 

That come in to fo meik maneir ; 15 

Et nobis Paer natus eft. 

Synnaris be glaid, and pennance do. 

And thank your Makar hairtfoUy; 
For He, that ye mycht nocht cnm to, 

To yow 18 cumin fuU humly, 20 
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Your fanlis with his bind to by. 
And loufs yow of the feindis arreft, 

And only of his awin mercy ; 
Pro nobis Paer natus eil. 

AU elergf do to him inclyne, 25 

And bow nnto tfaat bame benyng, 
And do yonr obfervance deyyne, 

To bim that is of kingis King; 

Enfence his altar, reid, imd fing 
In haly kirk, with mynd degeil, 30 

Him hononring attour all thing, 
Qni nobis Paer natus eil. 

Celeiliall fowlis in the air, 

Sing with yonr nottis uponn hiebt ; 
In firthis and in forreilis fair 35 

Be myrthfull now, at all yonr mycht, 

For pailit is yonr dnlly nycht ; 
Anrora hes the clnddis peril, 

The föne is riffin with glaidfnm lycht, 
£t nobis Paer natns eil. 40 

Now fpring np flooris £ra the rate, 

Revert yow upwart natnraly, 
In hononr of the bliffit frute, 

That raifs np fro the Rois Mary ; 

Lay out your levis luilely, 45 

Fro deid tak lyfe now at the leil, 
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In wiifchip of thal Prmoe wizihy, 
i nobis Pner iiatns efl. 






Syng HeTin imperially moft of hiebt» 

Regioni of Air mak armony ; 50 

All Fifcbe in Und, and FoqII of flicht, 

Be myribfiill and mak melody : 

All Gloria in excelsis cry, 
Hevin, Erd, 8^, Man, Bird, and Beil, 

He that ii crownit above the Sky, 55 

Pro nobu Puer natas eil. 



( 
^ 



ANE BALLAT OF OUR LADY. 



HAiLEy fierne fupdme I Haile, in eterne, 

In Godis ficht to fchyne I 
Lnceme in deme, for to difceme 

Be glory and grace devyne ; 
Hodiem, modern, fempitenii 5 

Angelicall Regyne I 
Onr tem infeme for to difpem, 

Helpe rialeft rofyne. 

Ave Maria, gratia plena 1 

Haue, frefche flour femynyne I 10 

Yeme ns, gnbeme, Virgin matem, 

Of reath baith rate and ryne. 

Haile, yyng, benyng, frefche florümg I 

Halle, Alphais habitakle I 
Thy dyng of fpring maid ns to fyng 15 

Befor bis tabemakle ; 
All thing maling we donne thring, 

Be ficht of bis fignalde ; 
Qahilk King ns bring unto bis ryng, 

Fro detbis dirk nmbrakle. 20 

Ave Maria, gratia plena ! 
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Halle» Modir and Maid bat mäkle I 
Bricht fygBy gladyng our langoilfing, 
Be micht of thi mirakle. 

Haile, bricht, be ficht» in hevyn on hicht ! 25 

Haue, day fteme Orientale ! 
Oor licht moft rieht, in dud of nycht, 

Oor darknefii for to fcale : 
HaOe, wicht, in ficht, puttar to flicht 

Of fendis in battale I 30 

Halle, plicht, bat ficht ! Haile, melde of mycht I 

Halle, glorioos Virgine, haue ! 
Ave Maria, gratia plena I 

Haile, gentill nychttingale I 
Way fi;richt, der dicht, to wilfome wicht, 35 

That irke bene in trarale. 

Haue, Qaene ferene I Haile, moit amene I 

Haue, hevinlie hie Empryfs I 
Haile, fchene, anfeyne with camale eyne ! 

Hafle, Rois of Paradyfs I 40 

Haile, dene, bedene, ay tili conteyne I 

Haile, fair firefche floar-de-lyce ! 
Haue, grene dafeyne I Haile, fro the fplene, 

Of Jhefu genetrice I 

Ave Maria, gratia plena I 45 

Thow bair the Prince of Pryfs ; 
Our tryne to meyne, and go betwe3me, 

As humile Oratrice. 
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Hailey more decore, tiiaa of bdbfe. 

And fwetar be fic feryne, 50 

Onr glore, forlore, fbr to reftorey 

Sen thow art Qaene of Hevyne l 
Memore of fore, flem in Anrorei 

Louit with Angellis ftevyne ; 
Implore^ adore» thow mdefliurey 55 

To mak onr oddb evyne. 

Ave Maria, graläa plena I 

With loTuigui lowde eHerptf 
Qnliill ftore and höre, my youth devore, 

Thy name I ü|Il ay neyyne. 60 

Empryce of pryfe, Imperatrice, 
^ Brycht polift predons ilane ; 

Victryce of vyce, hie genitrice 

Of Jhefuy Lord foyerayne : 
Onr wyfe pavyfe fro enemyis, 65 

Agayne the feyndis trayne ; 
Oratrice, Mediatrice, Salvatrice, 

To God gret fnffitigane ! 

Ave Maria, gratia plena I 

Haile, fleme meridiane ! 70 

Spyce, flonr-de-lice of Paradyfe, 

That bair the gloryns grayne. 

Imperiall wall, place paleilrall, 
Of peirlefs pnlciitnde ; 

VOL. I. Q 
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TVjmmplude baU, hie trone regiU 75 

Of Godii odfitnde ; 
Ho4»itaU ria]], the Lord of aU 

Thy dofet did indude ; 
Bricht ImH, crifUlly rois virif^nall, 

Fnlfillit of angell fnde. 80 

Aye Mabia, gratia plena I 

Thy birih has wiUi hia binde, 
Fra ftn mortally original], 

Us raafomid on the nide. 
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Amano thir Freiri^ within a dofter, 

I enterit in ane Oratoiy^ 
And knellit donn with ane Pater nofter^ 

Befor the michti King of gloiye» 

Having his Paffionn in memorye; 5 

Syne tili hia Mudir I did indyne, 

Hir halfing with ane gand^flor^ ; 
And fodanely I flepit fyne. 

Me thocht Judas with mony a Jow 

Take bliffit Jhefn, our Salyatonr^ 10 

And fchot him furth, with mony a fchow, 

With fchamefoll wordis of dÜhononr ; 

And lyke ane theif, or ane tratour, 
Thai led that heyinlie Prince moft hie» 

With mannafing attonr mefoar> 15 

O Mankyndy for the Inf of th6. 

Falfly condampnit befor ane Jage, 

Thai fpittit in his vifage fair ; 
And, as lyonis with awfnU rage, 

In yre thai harlit him heir and thair, 20 
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And gäf him mony baflktis fair, 
Tliat it was forrow for to fe ; 

And of hif daithU thai tinrit him bair, 
O Maakynd, for the Infe of tb^. 



Thai tynmdis to rerenge thair teyne, 25 

For foome thai dad him in to qnhyte ; 
And hid Ua bUffidl glorina e^qie» 

To £h qohom AagtUm had dalyte ; 

Difpitnofly fyne didhim fisyte, 
Saying, Gif Sone of God thow bo, 30 

Qnha ftraik» th6 now» thow teil u» tyte ?— ^ 
O Mankynd» llnr the krf of thk 

In teynoy thai tinrit Um agane» 

And tili ane pillar thai him band ; 
Qnhill binde oat briftiti at erery Tanoi 35 

Thai fcnrgit him baith £tte and bände : 

At e¥ery ftraik raa inrth a.ftnndi 
Mycht bare ranf<Hnit warldia thr6; 

He bald in ftound qnhill he myckt ftand^ 
O Mankynd» for the Infe of th6. 40 

Nixt all in pnrponr thai him ded, 
And fyne with thomifl fcharpe and kene ; 

Hifl faiklefs Unde agane thai fehed» 
Perfing bis hed with pykia grene; 
Uneifs with lyf he mydit fi^ene 45 

That cvenne, on.thrang with crenelt^. 
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Quhill flade of bfaide bl^^ndit kn eyne> 
O MankTnd, far the Inf of tli6. 

Aue crooe that was bai& g^et and laii^ 

To b6ir thai gaf tkal bliffit Leird; 50 

Sjne fdriuilyy as theif to hang^ 

Thai harlit him Airth wHh ndpe and oorie ; 

With binde and fwait wag aU defloid 
His face, the f nde of angellis £r^ ; 

Hifl feit with ftanis war rem. and ftard, 55 
O Mankyndy for the Inf of Ak 

Agane thai tirrit him bak and fyde^ 

Als brym as ony barii %od; 
The claith that dtäf to bis cLem hyde^ 

Thai raif away with niggis rnde^ 60 

j. Quhill ferfly foUowit flefdie and Uade, 

That it was pet6 for to f^; 

Na kynd of tonnent he g«neftoDd> 
O Mankyndy for the Inf ^ th6« 

^ Unto the croee fd breid and ienth, 65 

To gar his lymmis laigear wax, 
Thai ftraitit him widi all thair ftrenth, 

Qnhill to the end thai gart faim Fax ; 

Syne tyt him np widi grdt ime tazi 
And him all nakit on a tre 70 

Thai raiüt on loft, be houris fax, 
O Mankynd, for the Inf of the. 
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DoNB ig « bftttell on the Dragon blak, 

Onr campioan Chryfl confonndit hes bis fbrce ; 

Tbe yettis of Hell ar brokm with a crak, 
'Tbe figoe triiimpbaU rafit ig of tbe CroGe, 
The Diyillig trymmiUig with biddonig Tooe, 5 

The faulig ar boirowit, and to the blifg caa go^ 
Chryfi with big blud our ranfoing doig indoce : 

Snrrexit Dominiu de fepulcbro. 

Dimgin ig the deidly dragon Lucifery 

The crewall ferpent with the mortaU ftang ; 10 
The aold kene tegir» with big teitb on char, 

Qnbilk in a wait heg lyne for ug fo lang, 

Tbinking to grip ug in big dowig firang ; 
The mercifoll Lord wald nocht that it wer fo^ 

He maid bim for to felye of that fiing : 15 

Sorrexit Dominug de fepulcbro. 

He for our faik that fufferit to be flane> 
And lyk a bunb in üicrifioe weg dicht» 

Ig lyk a lyone riffin up agane. 
And ag gyane [beg^ nudt bim on hiebt : 20 
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Spningm is Anrora radias and bricht, 
On loft b gone tlie glorins Appoüöy 

The hliffidl d^y defMrlü fro tfa« vyckt: 
Surexit Dominui de fepnlchro. 

The gilt Victour agane ia riflin on hicht, 25 

That for cur qnerreü to the deth wes wonndit ; 
The föne that innox aii paill now fishynw hridit. 

And dirkn« derit, onr Imyth ic no v vefiMmdit ; 

The IomU of Mercy fra tke hevin is foimdit; 
The CSuriftina ar deliverit of thair vto, 30 

The Jowia and thair erronr ar eonfonndit t 
Snrrezit Dominos de fepnkfaro» 

The fo is chafit, the hatteR is done eeifi» 

The prefone hroldn, the jevellonris fleit and flemit ; 

The weir ift gone, oonfermit u the petfsy 35 

The fettm« lowAt, and the dang^onn temit, 
The ranfonm maid, die prefoneris redemtt; 

The fefld ig win, onrcomin ig the fo, 
Difpnlit of the trefore that he yemit : 

Snvrezit Dominng de fepnlohro. 40 



OF MANIS MORTALITIE. 



MsMEVTOy Homoy qno4 daif es i 
Think» Man, thow art bot erd «nd aft ; 

Lang heir to dwell na thuig Ükow pfefiy 
For aa tkow eome» fo iaü tiiow paft, 
Lyk 1^1 aae fehaddow in aae giaff : 5 

Syne glydis all tky tyme that heir ia ; 
Think, thocht thy bodye war of brafs, 

Quod ta in dauarem Tetertaria. 

Worthye Hector, and Hercules» 

Forcye Aehill» and ftrong Sampfone, 10 

Alexander of grit nobilnes» 

Meik David, and &ir Abfolone, 

Hes playit thair pairtisy and all are gone, 
At will of Qodf that all thing fleiria : 

Thinky Man, exceptionn thair is none ; 15 

Sed tu in cinerem reverteris. 

Thocht now thow be maift glaid of dieir, 
Faireft and plefandeft of port^ 

Yet may thow be, within ane yeiTi 
Ane ngfimi» ngly^ [fowU] tramort : 20 

And fen thow knawis thy tyme is fdiort. 
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And in all hoore thy lyfe in weir ifly 

Think» Man, amang all uthir fport, 
Qnod ta in cinerem reverteris. 

Thy loflye bewt^ and thy yonth, 25 

Sali fidd as doia the fomer flonrUy 
Syne iall th6 fwaüow with his month 

The dragone Death, [that all deTonris ;] 

No caftell fall th6 keip, nor toari% 
Bot he faU feik th6 with thy feiria ; 30 

Thairfore» remembir at all honris, 
Qnod tn in dnerem reyerteris. 

Thocht all this warld thow did pofleid, 
Nocht eftir death thow fall peflefs, 

Nor with th6 tak, bat thy gpoid deid, 35 

Qnhen thow dois fro this warld th6 drefs : 
So fpeid th6, Man, and th6 confefs, 

With hnmill hart and fobir teiria, 
And fadlye in thy hart imprefsy 

Qnod tn in dnerem reyerteris« 40 

Thocht thow be taklit neyir fo fnre, 

Thow fall in deathis port arryyoy 
QahariB nodit for tempeft may indore. 

Bot ferfl6 all to fpeiria [drjnre ;] 

Thy Ranfomer, with wonndis fyye, 45 

Mak thy plycht-anker, and thy fbeiris, 

To bald thy fanle with bim on Ijrye, 
Cum tu in cinerem reyerteris. 



ANE ORISOUN. 

QÜHEN THE GOVERNOÜR FAST INTO 

FRANCE, 



Thow tliat in Heyin for onr falvatiomiy 

Maid jnilice, mercie, and pietie, to aggre ; 
And Crabriell fend with the Salatatio«! 

On to the Mayd of maift hamilit^ ; 

And maid thy Sone to tak hmnanit^, 5 

For onr demereittis to be of Marie bome ; 

Haif of ns pietie, and onr protectour be ! 
For, bnt thy help, this Kynrick b forlome. 

O hie fopemale Father of fapience^ 

Qnhilk of thy vertew dois eyerie folie chais, 10 

Ane fpark of thy hie excellent pmdence 

GifF ns, that nonther wit nor refibnn hes ! 

In qnhais heartis no pmdence can tak phice, 
Exemple, nor experience of beforne ; 

To ns, fynnaris, ane drop fend of thy grace I 15 

For, bnt thy help, onr Kynrick is forlome. 

We ar fo beiftlie, dull, and ignorant, 

Onr mdenefs may nocht lichtlie be correctit ; 
Bot Thowy that art of mercy militant, 
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Thy yengeinoe feifs on as to fyn fabjectit, 20 

And gir thy juftioe be with rcfndi correctit; 

For qnyt away fo wyld fira ni ig wome^ 
And in iblie we ar fi> Ar infectiC» 

Thit» bat thy help, this Kyurlck ii forlome. 

lliowy that on mde m r mfomit and redemit^ 25 

Rew on onr fyn^ befoir your ficht decydit; 

Spair onr trefpas, qnhilk nay noeht be expremit^ 
For breif of jofUce, for we may nocht abyd it^ 
Hdp thifl pure Realme, in partyit all dovydit ! 

Ui fnooonr fend» Ihat wair the crown of tiioma, 30 

That with the gift of grace it may be gydit ! 

For, bat thy help, thia Kynrick ig forlome. 



Lord I bald Ay band, that ftrikken heg fo ibir; 

Half of ng pietioy eftir onr panytioan ; 
And gif ng grace The [for] to greif ao more» 35 

And gar ng mead with penance and contritiojan ; 

And to thy yengeanoe mak non additionn, 
Aa Thow that of michtig may to momei 

Fra cair to oonfort thow mak reftitation : 
For, bat thy he^ thig Kynrick ig forlome« 4<0 
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In to thir dirk and dmUie dayk, 
Quhen fabill all the Hevin arrayis» 

With myftie ysponrisy daddia and ftyia» 

Natnre all curage me denyis 
Off fangis, ballattis, and of playis. 5 

Qnhen that the nyeht dois lenthin hooris» 
With wind, inüt haäl^ and hayie fcheuris, 

My dule fpreit dms Inrk forfchoir ; 

My hairt fbr langner doia forioir^ 
For laik of Sammer with hi« flonria. 10 

I walk, I tarne, fldip can I noebt, 
I vexit am with havie thocht ; 

This WarU all ouir I caft about, 

And ever the miur I am in dout, 
The mair that I remeid have focht. 15 

i am aflayit on everie fyde, 
Difpair fayis ay, In tyme provyde, 

And get fnm thing quhairon to leif ; 

Or with grit troabUl and mifeheif, 
Tkow fall in to this Court ahy de. 20 
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Ulan Filaenoe iayiiy Be nocht agaft : 
Hald Hoip aad Treathe within th6 fiift ; 
And lat Fortoun wirk fortbe hir rage, 
Qoben ihat no Rafoun may afloage» 

that hir glaft be nm and paft. 25 



And Pmdenoe in my eir fayis ay, 
Qohy wald ihow bald that will away ? 

Or craif tbat thow may hare no ipaoe 

Thow tending to an uther place, 
A joomay going ererie day ? SO 

And than fayis Age, My freind cmn neii^ 
And be nocht ftrange, I the reqneir : 
Com» Bmdir, by the band me tak, 
Remember thow bes compt to mak 
Off aU the tyme thow fpendit beir. 35 

Syne Deid caflis np bis yettis wyd, 
Saying, Thir oppin iail ye byd ; 

Albeid that thow were never fo ftout, 

Undir tbis lyntaQ fall thow lowt : 
Thair is nane nther way befyd. 40 

For feir of this all day I drowp ; 
No gold in kifi, nor wyne in cowp, 

No ladeis bewliei nor Iniffis blys, 

May lat me to remember this : 
How glaid that ever I dyne or fowp. 45 
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Yity qnhaii the nycHt be^ynnis to fchort, 
It dois my fpreit fum part confort, 

Off thocht oppreflit with the fchomis. 

Cam, Inftie Symmer I with thy fiourisy 
That I may leif in fum difport. 50 
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